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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the New Zealand Salmon Anglers Assn (Inc) 

 will be held on Tuesday 17 May 2005 at 7.30 pm. 

at the Horticultural Hall South Hagley Park, Riccarton Road, Christchurch, 

Business for the Meeting 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of AGM 18 May 2004 

3. Matters arising from Minutes 

4. President’s Report 

5. Auditor’s Report and Adoption of Annual Accounts and Balance Sheet 

6. Election of Officers and Committee: 

   Patron 

   President 

   Vice Presidents (2) 

   Committee (6) 

   Secretary/Treasurer 

   Honorary Auditor 

7. Fishing Competition Results 

8. Athol Price Plaque Presentation 

9. General Business 

10. Guest Speaker:    Dr Bryan Jenkins, Chief Executive of Environment 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Canterbury. Dr Jenkins will address the meeting members on water issues from 
ECan’s viewpoint and its vision for the future. 

 A raffle will be run during the evening and supper will be served at the 

 end of the meeting. 

 Payment of subscriptions at the meeting will be gratefully received. 

The Annual General Meeting is your opportunity to voice your thoughts and 
concerns regarding the salmon fishery and other river matters, and to tell us how 
well (or badly) the Association is representing its members. We look forward to 
a good attendance of members at the meeting. Bring along some friends and en-
courage them to join the Association. 

Please also give some thought to offering your services as a member of the 
Committee. If there are matters that are of particular interest or concern to you, 
why not put your name forward? We meet formally once a month (except for 
January). Our current small team is getting smaller (and older) and does need 
some assistance both at a voluntary and professional level. 

PLEASE BRING THIS AGENDA, REPORTS AND ANNUAL ACOUNTS 

WITH YOU TO THE MEETING. 

(Continued from page 1) 

MINUTES OF THE 31
ST 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OFTHE NEW ZEALAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIA-

TION (INC) 

Held at the Canterbury Horticultural Society Hall, Hagley Park, Christchurch on  

Tuesday 18 May 2004 at 7.30 pm 

Present 

50 members and invitees were present at the meeting, chaired by President 
Neville (Tim) Ellis 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from members Tony Humphreys, John Healy, Jules and 
Rosalie Snoyink, Graham Devescovi, Dave McKey, Jerry Walton, Peter Hart, 
Bill Harland, Jim Chisholm, Dave Bashford, Dave Millward, Bill Badland and 
Peter Morgan. On the motion of Ron Dougherty, seconded by Gene Klein, it was 
resolved that these apologies be accepted. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 20 May 2003, as circulated to all 

(Continued on page 3) 
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members, were approved and adopted as a correct record on the motion of Brian 
Foley, seconded Ron Tinker. Carried. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

Project Aqua 

The meeting noted the demise of Project Aqua. The Chairman reported that diffi-
culties with the Resource Management Act were not the determining factors but 
recent geotechnical surveys under the dam sites had revealed conditions that 
made the scheme economically unfeasible. Although Project Aqua was gone in 
its original form, the Chairman warned that it was not dead completely, and 
NZSAA would be actively involved in any consideration of irrigation consents 
for the Lower Waitaki Valley. Currently the NZSAA Committee considered that 
80 cumecs for irrigation would not be detrimental to the River. 

Hurunui River 

Reported that NZSAA and Fish & Game representatives had attended a 
series of meetings regarding Hurunui River minimum flows. NZSAA op-
posed any dams proposed for the River. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

In moving the adoption of his report (copy attached and circulated to all mem-
bers), Tim Ellis made special mention of the following: 

Late Dave Hughey QSM 

The meeting stood in silence in memory of the Late Dave Hughey QSM, founder 
and first President of NZSAA, who had died on 29 January 2004, aged 83 years. 
The Chairman paid tribute to Dave for his inspiration and tireless work on behalf 
of the Association over a long number of years. Condolences were extended to 
Dave’s family. 

Leferink Appeal, Rakaia River 

NZSAA and Fish & Game both appealed this consent which had been issued 
without minimum flow conditions. A date for the hearing was awaited. 

Environment Canterbury 

Short term/temporary consents considered to be a problem because applicants 
incurred large capital expenditure and then had an expectation of issue of perma-
nent consents. 

Montrose 

The Chairman extended thanks to Edgar Russ and his team, together with the 

(Continued from page 2) 
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volunteer helpers who regularly maintained the Montrose facility. 

The motion to adopt the report was seconded by Florence Roy and, there being 
no further discussion, was carried. 

FINANCIAL AND AUDITOR’S REPORTS  

The Honorary Auditor, Trevor Hayes, presented the financial report, accounts 
and balance sheet (as attached). On the motion of Trevor Hayes, seconded by 
Athol Price, it was resolved that the financial report, accounts and balance sheet 
as presented and audited for the year ended 31 March 2004 be received. 

The Chairman extended a vote of thanks to Trevor for again undertaking the au-
dit. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Officers and Committee 

The following were nominated and duly declared elected: 

 

The President asked for the power to co-opt further members to the Committee 
to fill vacancies. This was approved on the motion of Gene Klein, seconded Flor-
ence Roy. 

(Jeanette and Phil Ball subsequently offered to serve on the Committee and were 
duly elected at the next Committee meeting.) 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

  Moved by: Seconded by 

Patron: Doug Roy Tim Ellis Noel MacPherson 

President: Tim Ellis Dennis Falgar Trevor Hayes 

Immediate Past President: Ron Dougherty   

Vice President: Ron Dougherty Tim Ellis Olive Tinker 

Committee: Brian Foley 
John Healy 
Dennis Long 
Athol Price 
James Parbery 

) 
)Tim Ellis 
) 
) 
Florence Roy 

Edgar Russ 
 
 
 
Gene Klein 

Secretary/Treasurer: Pam Ellis Tim Ellis Athol Price 

Honorary Auditor: Trevor Hayes Brian Foley Athol Price 
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NZSAA FISHING COMPETITION 

The Chairman advised that only eight entries had been received for the annual 
competition and a list of these was appended to the minutes. The winners were 
presented with trophies and a $50 voucher from Fisherman’s Loft as follows: 

Aquarius Cup for Heaviest Salmon Overall:   

John Nash of Christchurch, 10 kg salmon, Rakaia River below Gorge. 

Alty Roscoe Memorial for Biggest Fish Rakaia:   

Wayne McCartney of Rangiora, 7.24 kg salmon from near Main Road Bridge. 

Cromb & Merritt Trophy for Heaviest Salmon Waimak:   

Dave Bashford of Brooklands, 7.215 kg salmon from Waimak Mouth 

Lucky Draw from Remainder of Entries:  

Jules Snoyink of Glentunnel, 5.712 kg salmon from Rakaia above Gorge.  

Thanks were extended to Fisherman’s Loft for donation of the winners’ vouch-
ers. 

The members were asked if they wanted to continue the competition and, if so, 
how to attract more entries. The incoming Committee was asked to consider a 
format that made it easier to submit entries and verify weights, e.g. verified by 
one other angler, rather than by Government tested scales. 

ATHOL PRICE PLAQUE 

Athol Price announced that this year’s recipient was Jerry Walton, member of 
the Otago Branch, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the salmon 
fishery in Otago and the Waitaki River in particular, and for his research, cam-
paigning and submissions on Project Aqua. Jerry had been informed of the award 
but was unable to be present at this meeting. The Plaque would be presented at a 
suitable occasion during the year. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Scale Samples 

Reported that over 100 samples had been collected by members, plus 35 from 
the Rakaia contest. Malcolm Flain would read them and publish the results. 

Montrose Hatchery Update 

Fish & Game Councillor, Edgar Russ, reported that currently there were 75,000 
fish being raised in the raceways. 11 were in good condition. 10,000 were to go 
to Lake Coleridge. As of the previous weekend, 86 spawning salmon had re-
turned to the trap and more seen since. Some spawning in creek. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Fish & Game hopeful of receiving funding to purchase volunteer vehicle. 

Trevor Hayes said it was vital that Montrose management data was recorded for 
the future and an annual plan prepared. 

Scotty Incubator Boxes 

The Chairman reported that application had been made to the Scottswood Trust 
for a grant to purchase the Scotty boxes. 

Hurunui River Mouth Development 

A member expressed concern at a proposed residential development above the 
lagoon area. Water, sewerage and access were considered to be problem areas 
that could affect the river environment. Plan to be supplied to the Committee for 
investigation. 

Whiskey Creek 

The Chairman reported that investigations were continuing into the possibility of 
establishing a hatchery at Whiskey Creek. Unlikely to happen this year but possi-
bly the following one. Fluctuating water flows had been identified as a possible 
problem. If the project did go ahead, would need to ensure it could be maintained 
on a continuing basis. Members were encouraged to “learn the trade” at Mon-
trose and pass on this knowledge. 

Ross Millichamp, Regional Manager, said Fish & Game agreed that volunteer-
run hatcheries were sustainable and the F & G Council was supportive of the 
proposed project. However manpower to maintain the facility was vital.   

GUEST SPEAKER 

At this stage, Ross Millichamp, Regional Manager Fish & Game North Canter-
bury, addressed the meeting on the proposed South Island Salmon Management 
Plan. He said the process included preparation of a draft plan that would involve 
public participation, and the final plan would be adopted by the National Council 
and the Minister of Conservation. Ross said that 300+ responses had been re-
ceived on the initial questionnaire circulated to anglers. He hoped the draft plan 
would be available by September and the final plan completed in about another 
year. 

Ross advised that there had been mixed views on the suggestion of an additional 
Salmon Stamp fee on the annual licence in order to dedicate funds to the salmon 
fishery. He said the F & G National Office had concerns at the money spent on 
Canterbury hatcheries. 

In response to questions regarding Montrose, Ross assured the members that its 

(Continued from page 5) 
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NEW ZEALAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION INC 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2005 

I am pleased to inform the members that this has been a very good year for the 
NZSAA due to the hard work that your Committee has put in on your behalf.    
We appealed the decision to grant a consent to take water from the Lower Rakaia 
River within 1000 metres of the river without minimum flow levels and, without 
Court action, the farmer has agreed to have minimum flow levels placed on his 
consent and Environment Canterbury has also included his take as part of the 
surface water take on the Rakaia. As a bonus we have had a $1000 paid as part 
of our costs. This was done in conjunction with Fish and Game and shows what 
can be achieved if we care about our environment. 

Due to information from one of our members, ECan has taken another case to the 
Environment Court to stop a farmer on the Lower Rakaia taking water without 
fish screens and ignoring consent conditions imposed on his take. The result of 
this case has yet to be published but we are hopeful of a good outcome. 

(Continued on page 8) 

future was not threatened because it was a cheaply run operation strongly sup-
ported by volunteers. While Silverstream had been a convenient source of ova, it 
was intended next year to strip Montrose-returned fish. This year there were 
signs that the Rakaia River was better than the Waimakariri which was encour-
aging. As always, we could only manage what we can manage, but ocean condi-
tions were beyond our influence. 

In thanking Ross for his address, the Chairman said members would await the 
draft report with interest and would no doubt want to make input at that stage. 

Tim Ellis thanked members for their attendance and asked them to encourage 
their friends and fellow anglers to join NZSAA. He also urged anglers to be vigi-
lant of incidents of pollution in rivers and streams and to report these either to 
ECan or NZSAA for follow-up action. Photographic evidence was most useful in 
these instances.   

In closing the meeting, the Chairman also acknowledged with thanks the spon-
sorship of raffle prizes by Topline Foods, Smiths City, Fisherman’s Loft, Veges 
Direct, Ballinger's Hunting and Fishing and Rexel. 

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 

Signed as a correct record ............................................... President  17 May 2005 

(Continued from page 6) 
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The Montrose Hatchery has been an outstanding success and we have fish re-
turning to the Montrose stream in numbers that can only be described as out-
standing and better than we could have imagined. When I went up on cleaning 
duties with my team on 8th April there were approx 200 large fish in the trap and 
since then some 40 fish have been stripped with 150,000 ova now in the nursery, 
some 150 fish still in the trap and two big shoals just below waiting to enter the 
trap. As well, there are fish spawning in the stream so everything points to a suc-
cessful year. We must acknowledge the great effort of Rusty and his team who 
put so much time into this project that I am sure their wives think they live up 
there. Also a great vote of thanks for those who give their time to go up and 
clean out the raceways. Your efforts have helped make this hatchery a great suc-
cess. To everyone involved our heartfelt thanks. 

I would like to record my thanks to the Scottswood Trust who approved our re-
quest for $6000 to purchase the 100 Scotty Salmon Condominium Boxes that we 
have just received from Canada. These units that each hold 1000 eyed ova are 
shown by research overseas to give a hatch rate of around 90% as against the 
10% for natural spawning or putting eyed ova in rivers by the barrel method as 
we have done in the past, and will I am sure help increase the salmon runs in our 
rivers over the next few years. We are now starting to work out how to most effi-
ciently use these to our best advantage and in the next few weeks we will be will 
be holding training days for those interested. 

The NZSAA is now involved in water issues from the Waitaki in the south to the 
Hurunui River in the north and it would be great to see more members participat-
ing as when we present a submission numbers really do count. We have two 
members on the Waitaki Steering Committee and we represent Otago and South 
Canterbury Branches as well and this does require a lot of travel and extra work. 

We also need more younger members on the Committee as old buggers like my-
self definitely have a use by date and we need some young blood to pass on our 
knowledge to, and who can possibly carry on at a higher level the work we are 
doing. We have Committee members travelling to Glenavy sometimes once a 
week to attend meetings and with submissions to be completed at regular times 
as well for the other rivers we just don’t have enough people on the Committee 
with the time available to carry out all the work required. If you have the time to 
attend one meeting each month, maybe help out sometimes with consent submis-
sions, maybe read a report that needs scrutinising and write a report for the Com-
mittee to act on, then put your name in for the next Committee. It would cer-
tainly help our cause and in the long run the salmon and maybe protect our rivers 
from those who only see the water in our rivers as dollars and cents. Come on 

(Continued from page 7) 
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show you care and at least give it a go. 

We know from information given to us that farming groups are going to chal-
lenge the WCO on the Rakaia River in the near future and we would urge all 
members to keep fishing diaries and if you can include photographs so much the 
better. These groups don’t care about what happens to the river only how taking 
all the water will improve their bank balances. We are to have a meeting with 
Fish & Game and other interested parties to plan a strategy so that we can be pre-
pared to meet this challenge. With the problems on the Waitaki taking a lot of 
our time I hope that members will understand how much we are in need of new 
members for the Association as well as the Committee. 

As you can see by our financial report, we are in a reasonably good shape but, 
with the problems confronting our rivers outlined above, looming in the future 
this could deteriorate rapidly so anyone with any ideas that could improve our 
finances please let us know. 

Finally I would like to record my thanks to my Committee who have done great 
work over the last year. I do not like to single out individuals but Doug Roy our 
Patron has done stirling work not only as the Editor of the Magazine, but God 
alone and his wife know how many hours he has put in either making or repair-
ing equipment at Montrose, repairing our computer or just helping out every time 
someone is required to do something that needs doing. I would also like to record 
our thanks to Malcolm Flain our honorary reader of the fish scales that you send 
in - what a job and done with the professionalism that he shown all his working 
life. My thanks also goes to Trevor Hayes our auditor and finally to all of you, 
our members, without whom we could achieve nothing. For the support both 
written and verbal that has been given during the year please accept my thanks as 
it makes our efforts well worthwhile. 

Neville F Ellis  (Tim) 

PRESIDENT 

(Continued from page 8) 
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N.Z. SALMON ANGLERS ASSN INC. 

STATEMENT OF INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2005 

Y/e 31.3.04 Income  

8,140 Subscriptions 7301.00 

155 Donations 340.00 

749 Interest Received 852.38 

120 Dividends 64.24 

126 Raffle 155.20 

$9,518  $15,127.32 

─ Grant for Scotty Boxes 6000.00 

228 Advertising 414.50 

 Expenditure  

4859 Newsletter and Postage 4527.45 

1368 Secretary/Treasurer Honorarium 1203.00 

1024 Office Expenses 564.09 

543 Meeting & Travel Expenses 330.00 

175 AGM Costs 128.18 

477 Depreciation on Assets 465.94 

540 Sundry Expenses 352.50 

100 Stream Enhancement 6247.87 

220 Rivers Campaign ─ 

─ Legal Expenses 1922.67 

$9,306  $15,741.70 

($212) Excess Expenditure overIncome $614.38 

NB:  Included in the cost of stream enhancement is the amount spent on Scotty 
Boxes for which a grant of $6000 was received. The entire cost has been written 
off this year as an expense item. 
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NZ SALMON ANGLERS ASSN INC. 

BALANCE SHEETAS AT 31 MAR 2005 

Y/e 31.3.04 ACCUMULATED FUNDS    

19697 Balance as at 1.4.04   19909.32 

(212) Less Excess Expenditure over Income   614.38 

 Less Shares Revaluation Reserves   277.40 

$19909    $19017.54 

 THESE FUNDS ARE REPRESENTED BY    

480 Computer  479.90   

 New Printer 398.99   

 Less Depreciation for Year 351.99 526.90  

     
390 Office Equipment 389.75   

 Less Depreciation for Year 77.95 312.20  

     
121 Fax Machine 121.20   

 Less Depreciation for Year 36.40 84.80 923.90 

     
 INVESTMENTS    

12123 Term Deposit with Westpac Trust  12831.15  

1,518 Shares in Sanford Ltd  1241.00 14072.15 

     
 CURRENT ASSETS    

3,236 Westpac Trust Savings Account  3537.43  

1,248 Westpac Trust Bank Account  1415.46  

400 Subscriptions in Arrears  150.00  

250 Sundry Debtors  1405.27  

800 Stock  745.00 7253.16 

     
$20566 TOTAL ASSETS   22249.21 

     
 LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES    

270 Subscriptions in Advance  599.00 ─ 

387 Sundry Creditors  2632.67 3231.67 

$19,909 NET ASSETS   $19017.54 

  878.89   
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N.Z. SALMON ANGLERS ASSN INC. 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2005 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

1 General Accounting Policies 

The general accounting principles as recommended by the N.Z. Society of 
Accountants for measurement and reporting of income and expenditure on 
an historical cost basis have been applied. 

2. Particular Accounting Policies 

The following particular accounting principles which materially affect the 
measurement of profit or the financial position have been applied - 

(i) Depreciation has been charged at 20% on the written down value of 
office equipment 40% on the written down value of the computer 
and printer and 33% on the written down value of the fax machine. 

(ii) Subscription Debtors - included at amount expected to realise of 
$150. 

 (iii) Shares owned in Sanford Ltd. have been included at market price. 

3. Changes in Accounting Policies 

There have been no changes in accounting policies that have a material 
affect in the current year or may have a material effect in subsequent 
years. 

AUDITOR’S REPORT TO MEMBERS 

I have obtained all the explanations and information I have required. In my opin-
ion, proper books of account have been kept by the Association insofar as ap-
pears from my examination of those books. In my opinion, according to the best 
of my information and the explanations given to me and as shown by the books, 
the accounts, Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure Account are properly 
drawn up and give the information required by the Incorporated Societies Act 
1908. The Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure Account give a true and fair 
view of the state of the Association’s affairs as at 31 March 2005 and of the op-
eration of the Association for the year. 

Christchurch T.G. HAYES C.A (Retired) 

23 April 2005 
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A DAY FOR STRIPPING. (PART ONE) 

By Dave Bashford 

It was just 9a.m. on a drizzly morning in mid April 2005 when the Mitsubishi 
4wd. volunteer vehicle, provided by North Canterbury Fish and Game, turned off 
the road that skirted the base of Mount Hutt and began the long descent down the 
narrow winding track to the valley floor many metres below. 

The team, objective and aim. 

On board were myself and three other members of the NZSAA, our objective 
was the salmon trap at the Montrose hatchery which is run under the auspices of 
Fish & Game together with the help of volunteer working parties. This hatchery 
is situated on the river flats of the Rakaia and our aim was to strip returning 
salmon of their goodies to further the enhancement of salmon numbers, for the 
benefit of all anglers, during this inaugural stripping exercise.  

Arrival 

After a few minutes of slithery travel along the muddy track we arrived at our 
destination -situated on the small outlet stream a few hundred metres below the 
hatchery complex and about a similar distance up from the streams confluence 
with the main braid of the Rakaia river. 

New experience. 

Having fished for salmon for more than fifty seasons this was to be a new experi-
ence for me and indeed this was probably the case, at least to some extent, for the 
rest of the group. 

It was therefore fitting that we were to be joined later in the morning by an ex-
pert in the field of salmon raising management and who was to offer welcome 
advice. 

A set back. 

Our spirits were somewhat dashed by the discovery of two large jack fish that 
had apparently leapt from an enclosure and up onto the bank -- only to die whilst 
following the natural urge to be closer to the females after being previously seg-
regated a day or two earlier. 

This was particularly upsetting as the number of male fish were well in the mi-
nority in comparison to the amount of females available. 

The trap area. 

The trap area consisted of a pond like space in the stream and which had recently 

(Continued on page 14) 
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been enlarged by a mechanical excavator from its former state to accommodate 
the apparent record number of fish now present and those still expected. 

This area had been partly divided earlier into various compartments by the use of 
wire mesh with pipe frames resembling farm type gates. 

Entry into the first semi enclosed space was by way of a narrow opening for the 
admittance of fish from the stream proper – this space was absolutely choked 
with mostly fairly large salmon up to about 7 or 8 kg. – it would be difficult to 
accurately make a count – but by estimation well in excess of 100 mature fish 
were squeezed in and patiently waiting. 

Arrival of reinforcements and subsequent procedure. 

By this time our human resources were doubled by the arrival of four additional 
helpers ,one of whom was the fishery expert mentioned earlier. 

No time was wasted in getting started – the procedure was - 

[1] the capture and deciding which females were ripe for stripping- those that 
were judged ready being penned separately, removed one at a time, despatched 
humanely by blows to the head and then placed tail up on a purpose made drain-
ing rack set at an angle of about 45 degrees. 

Each carcass was then carefully dried off with a paper towel, the gills slit to al-
low blood to drain out and then paper towelling placed in the gills to prevent any 
remaining blood from draining back down the carcass at the time it would be 
later inverted to allow the eggs to drain out into a dish. 

It was stressed that it is an absolute “no-no” for blood or water to make contact 
with eggs at this early stage as hardening of the eggs would rapidly take place – 
thus preventing proper fertilisation later. 

It was also stressed that eggs were not to be subjected to bright sunlight –we 
were fortunate that on the day we could safely proceed with the operation out-
doors as there was heavy overcast and drizzle patches. 

As a precaution however, a small tent to provide shade had been erected on the 
site a day or two earlier. 

Next in the process a carcass is removed from the rack, then held by the head 
and a rather ingenious and effective cutting tool [ see photo ] is inserted into the 
anal opening ready for a quick upward lift to cut open the body thus allowing the 
egg contents to spill into a clean and dry container. 

[2] attention is now turned to the jackfish – a few of which had been previously 
segregated. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Each fish was netted and expertly cradled in the arms of an operator whilst an 
assistant holds a clean container at the ready to receive the product. 

This is produced by a gentle massage along the underside of the fish – each fish 
is subsequently dealt with until the required amount of milt is obtained. 

Each male thus treated is released into a pen where in time further milt can be 
expected to be generated. 

A small amount of the precious milt was then added to and gently stirred among 
the eggs which had by now been divided into separate containers – a natural 
hardening of the eggs now rapidly takes place –the end result being carefully 
rinsed in clean water and placed in specially adapted rearing buckets through 
which a controlled amount of fresh water continually passes. 

Thus the eggs are now in the first stage of man managed development. 

In all, nineteen females were stripped on this occasion resulting in the recovery, 
and hopefully, the successful fertilisation of an estimated 60,000 eggs. 

Carcass disposal and reconnaissance. 

At this stage of the day it was considered prudent to carefully dispose of spent 
fish at intervals along the length of stream downstream of the trap. 

This would be a natural result normally and expected to provide sustenance to 
fry and fingerlings resulting from several reds that were evident. 

It was also an opportune time to see what numbers of fish, to the best of our abil-
ity, were present in this section having regard for large amounts of cress like 
growth, willow roots and scrub generally.  

Large and small groups of fish were present along the observable sections of the 
stream. 

Carefully approaching a bend in the stream where a deep hole had formed close 
to a willow tree, a lone female salmon was observed, gently moving her tail to 
maintain station –suddenly from the shadows glided a good sized male- they re-
mained close together as I watched. 

It was then that I hoped that these two, at least, would continue their courtship 
and romance naturally, and not get as far as the trap.!! 

Proceeding along a sandy part of the main river bed we came across freshly 
made tracks of a single deer, this seemed fitting as the whole area here was 
rather picturesque and unspoilt, 

Also, quite fittingly, this capped off a tiring but enjoyable day. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Further stripping occasions will be necessary frequently in the near future - this 
is obvious by the number of fish presently in the trap and stream plus the likeli-
hood of late arrivals from the main river. 

It is intended that the progress of the eggs processed so far will be reported in 
future issues of this newsletter for the interest of readers. 

Tight Lines. 

(Continued from page 15) 

Setting up the enclosures. 

The Cutting Tool 
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“On the Rack” 

Milking Time –
note the holding 
technique!! 

Carcass Time. 
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ANGLERS NOTICE WORKING PARTY MEETING 

Wednesday June 8, 7:30pm at 3 Horatio Street, Christchurch 

To: Fish & Game Councillors 

Fish & Game Ranger Representatives 

Fishing Club Nominees (one per club please) 

Fish & Game Staff 

From: Ross Millichamp 

There will be a meeting of the Anglers Notice Working Party on June 8 at 
7:30pm to review the Anglers Notice for the 2005/06 and 2006/07 seasons. The 
following submissions have been received: 

1. Russell Haglund 

Asks that the prohibition on fishing within 200metres of inflowing streams 
in high country lakes during the winter season be removed. 

2. David Barrell 

Also asks that the prohibition on fishing within 200metres of inflowing 
streams in high country lakes during the winter season be removed. 

3. Mark Staiger 

Asks that catch and release regulations be introduced to the upper Hurunui 
River. 

4. North Canterbury Fish & Game Council 

Salmon fishing in western zone rivers was closed “temporarily” four years 
ago in response to a collapse in the salmon fishery. The fishery has now 
appeared to recover and the validity of that regulation is now questionable. 
The Council seek the Working Party’s position on this regulation. 

5. General Business 

Working Party attendees are welcome to bring up any other issues relating to the 
regulations at the meeting. 

To all 

Please send your submissions to Fish & Game as soon as possible. Thank you. 
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173 Montreal Street 
P.O. Box 8475 Phone: (03) 366-7445 
Christchurch, N.Z. Fax: (03) 366-3918 

Jeremy Burke will be well known to Canterbury 

anglers through his passion for fishing & the 

positions he has held in other prominent Christ-

church retail stores. Now he complements his 

expertise with the buying power & focus on 

quality that all Hunting & Fishing NEWZEA-

LANDTM staff bring to this franchise. Catch Jer-

emy at Ballingers – Christchurch. 

NOW OPEN SEVEN DAYS 

BALLINGERS 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF A RIVERBED 

In my last column on braided rivers I tried to explain how sediments are moved 
and the plains were formed. Today, I will complete my effort with a few notes on 
life there. 

The result of the action of the braided rivers is to produce large areas of low re-
lief, criss-crossed by the braided stream that created it. The kinds of sediments 
that compose the plains often seem to be distributed erratically, but the factors 
that produced the pattern are no longer evident. 

The broad riverbed that develops across the alluvial plain is virtually without 
well defined margins. It is only in a later stage of development when the supply 
of sediments falls off do streams become incised within firm banks. 

In the past, the Waimakariri River has wandered widely, entering the sea to the 
north of Banks Peninsula, and then wandering south to debouch about or through 
Lake Ellesmere. All of these processes are potentially complicated by changes in 
sea level as the Antarctic ice cap waxed and waned. 

(Continued on page 20) 



20 

Man has done his best to change the way the rivers work. Maori largely removed 
the eastern forests, and some important constraints on erosion. 

European settlers continued the process. They built their homes, towns and vil-
lages and became determined to protect them. Stopbanks arose. They became 
more and more emphatic in their attempts to curb the river’s wanderings. Flood 
protection works increased in size as the means to create them, bulldozers, be-
came available. 

Now the sediments which have built up between the stopbanks and the river beds 
are in effect “perched” above the level of the surrounding plain. Because of this 
aggradation between the stopbanks, the risks of damage during severe flooding is 
increased. 

If the banks are ever breached, as they were along the Ashley River in 1953, the 
effects will be interesting. The slopes down which the water will run will be 
steeper than in the past. The current will be faster, the bed load will be greater, 
but how far it will go will depend on the route taken. The chaos that would be 
created if the river once more reached the sea via Lake Ellesmere taxes the 
imagination. 

In pre-European Canterbury the riverbeds did not remain bare for long. Plants 
that could survive on the sparse low nutrient sediments between the gravels, like 
the scabweeds (Raoulias) bidibidi, and willow herbs, would soon appear. These 
plants have the ability to further slow passing waters causing the deposition of 
more sediment, thus making conditions a bit more congenial. 

Soon, the variety of herbs present increases, and small, often prostrate shrubs, 
like Coprosmas and Olearias are evident. In the remote past the vegetation 
probably didn’t get much beyond this stage because the adjoining forests limited 
opportunities for spreading. But mankind appeared, and the riverbed’s surface 
appearance changed dramatically. 

The changes continue. The original vegetation of low herbs must now compete 
with vigorous invaders. Now broom and gorse abound, and often lupin edges its 
way up the riverbeds. These are accompanied by an army of other aggressive 
weeds. 

In the past, the riverbed nesting birds were the most obvious animal inhabit ants. 
The black-backed gulls, black-billed gulls and the black-fronted terns nest in 
colonies, while oystercatchers, stilts, dotterels and wrybills are less sociable, and 
generally do not bother with elaborate nest building. The oystercatchers imperi-
ously nest on the highest spots on islands, while stilts demonstrate suicidal ten-

(Continued from page 19) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Abu 7001 
Left hand wind salmon/surf reel 

intro price. 

Call for details 
 

72 Riccarton Road, Christchurch. 
Phone (03) 348 8836, Email info@fishermansloft.co.nz 

dencies and build their nests at the water’s edge. Black-backed gulls have flour-
ished since European settlement. Tillage in spring gives access to abundant 
grassgrubs and European earth worms for feeding chicks, and the old rubbish 
tips were great too. 

Apart from the black-backs, bird numbers have shrivelled in recent decades and 
may soon be gone. 

Once nesting birds had a clear view in every direction. Now they must contend 
with the extensive plant cover that shields invading predators like weasels and 
stoats. 

The riverbed’s animal inhabitants, apart from the birds, were always modest and 
retiring - geckoes and skinks, and a variety of invertebrates, mostly beetles and 
spiders. 

I do not know of any intensive study of riverbed animals. We don’t even have a 
decent list of former or present inhabit ants. There is no good record of how 
much things have changed. The botanists have good accounts of the plant inhabit 

(Continued from page 20) 

(Continued on page 22) 
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ants, but knowledge of the animals of shingle riverbeds is scant indeed. 

It seems inevitable the habitats will cease to exist in their natural state before we 
even have a list of their former inhabitants. 

How can we preach about biodiversity in such a context? We don’t know what 
was there, or is there, but it still looks grand from above on a fine day. 

Wallie Clark, 

The Northern Outlook  

Wednesday 28th March 2005 
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COLLECTION OF SCALE SAMPLES FROM 

SALMON 
The scales of a fish, when read under a microscope, provide scientific informa-
tion on where the fish came from, where it has been, how old it is and its growth 
characteristics. In an effort to create a continuous and meaningful record of 
salmon origins and returns to our rivers, it is necessary that scales are collected 
from as many catches and locations as possible on a seasonal basis. The more 
samples received, the better the accuracy of the results. NZSAA therefore seeks 
the assistance of its members and other anglers in collecting scales and returning 
them for reading. 

We have been very fortunate in acquiring the services of Malcolm Flain to read 
the scales. Malcolm worked for MAF for 28 years and his particular interest and 
expertise is with salmon and scale reading. For data based on scale readings to be 
meaningful, it is important however that all samples are taken in the same way. 
The following notes will, if followed closely, ensure that your samples will be 
comparable with those collected by other anglers. If you are uncertain about any 
of the parts of the procedure, please contact us. 

Instructions for Taking Scale Samples: 

1. It’s a good idea to fill in the details on the scale enve-
lope before taking the sample, as this avoids having 
to write on a wet envelope. The essential items to be 
filled in are the date, river and approximate location, 
the sex of the fish (if known), and the fork length. 
This length (see diagram below) is the distance from 
the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail. The weight 
of the fish is not essential but if you are able to meas-
ure this (ungutted) then it is certainly useful to have. 

2. Scales should be taken from the flank of the fish slightly behind the top (or 
dorsal) fin, as shown opposite, and just above the lateral line, It does not mat-
ter which side of the fish they are taken from, but you should try to avoid any 
areas where there are signs of old scars or other damage to the skin. 

3. To dislodge the scales, take a sharp knife and gently scrape the tip along the 
skin towards the head of the fish. On most fish, this should result in a mass of 
scales becoming dislodged and sticking to the knife blade. If the fish have 
been in fresh water for some time however, you may need to scrape several 
times to obtain any scales. 

4. Transfer the scales to the envelope by inserting the portion of the knife blade 
(Continued on page 24) 
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HEALTH & SAFETY SYSTEMS LTD 

LEIGH TOBECK 

Health and Safety Consultant 

 

AND fisherman 

Phone   03 313 9114 or 0274 365 972 

holding the scales, and drawing it out while pinching both sides of the enve-
lope. Only 6 scales from each fish will be used but it doesn’t hurt to provide 
more. Don’t worry If the scales end up stuck together in a bunch — they can 
easily be sorted out in the laboratory. 

5.  Some sample envelopes are being distributed with these instructions and 
NZSAA is printing and distributing further supplies. In the meantime, it 
would be appreciated if anglers could carry a couple of envelopes in their 
fishing bag to collect samples and to spread the word among others who catch 
salmon. Please do not however use plastic bags or packets as plastic disin-
tegrates scale samples. 

6.  Please then return the sample to NZSAA, P 0 Box 1113, Christchurch, or give 
us a call (03 383 0900) and we will arrange for them to be collected. We ap-
preciate your assistance your assistance in creating this continuing informa-
tion base. 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WESTLAND 

Lake Kaniere via Hokitika Jackson Bay via Haast 

Bruce Bay: Half-hour Drive South of Fox Glacier 

All baches are self-contained with pots/pans, cutlery, power, shower, fridge, 
washing machine and freezer. 

You would need to supply all disposable items including wood & coal for the 
Yunka fire to keep warm, sheets, pillowcases, sleeping bags, etc. 

On leaving, a clean and tidy bach would be appreciated for the next people to 
go in. 

Rates: Kaniere: $60 per night up to 4 people. $15 per person above this.  

 Bruce Bay & Jackson Bay:   $50 per night 

All baches sleep eight people. 

For more information and bookings you can call: 

The Hokitika Angling Club 

C/o Hokitika Cycles & Sportsworld 

Phone 03 755 8662 

Wondering what to do differently with 
those cans or jars of salmon in the store 

cupboard? 

Here’s a recipe book that will give you 
many ideas. 

“Succulent Salmon Selection” 

is a book of salmon recipes put together 
by Olive Tinker, one of NZSAA’s founda-

tion members. 

First published in 1995, the recipes were 
gathered by Olive over the previous 35 
years from people willing to share their 

knowledge, from newspapers, from maga-
zines, from books. 

If you would like a copy of the recipe 
book, phone Olive Tinker at 358 8171 

(price $15). 
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Help Help 

We need details of all fin clipped 

salmon. 
All the work at Montrose depends on knowing 

what fish are caught. 

Please provide details to any of the contacts below. 

We would like any or all of the following details 

Where and when caught. Weight and length (nose to the fork of 
the tail) sex, scale sample and Anglers name and address. 

We may be able to provide a chocolate fish as a reward. 

 North Canterbury Fish and Game (03) 366 9191 

 Central South Island Fish & Game (03) 615 4800 

 Rakaia River Park (03) 302 7257  

 Edgar Russ (03) 980 1537 

 Tim Ellis (03) 383 0900  Doug Roy (03) 352 8564 

We need details of all fin clipped 

salmon. 

Help Help 
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ANNUAL FISHING COMPETITION 

The NZSAA Fishing Competition will again be run for the current season 2004-
2005. The Fisherman’s Loft have kindly agreed to sponsor the contest and a 
$50.00 voucher will be awarded with each trophy. Trophies and prizes will be 
awarded at the NZSAA AGM in May 2005. 

COMPETITION RULES. 

1. Entrants must be financial members of NZSAA and hold a current sport 
fishing licence. 

2. A scale sample must be provided. 

3. All fish must be gutted and gilled with the head on. 

4. Fish must be weighed at business premises where Government tested 
scales are in use. 

5. Declaration form must be completed and forwarded to reach the Secretary, 
NZSAA, P O Box 1113, Christchurch, no later than 7 May 2005. 

6. All panels must be completed and signed where appropriate. 

7. In the event of a dispute the final arbitrators will be the NZSAA Commit-
tee. No correspondence will be entered into regarding the results. 

DECLARATION 

Name ...................................................................................................................  

Angler’s Address ................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

Licence Number ................................. Date Fish Caught ...................................  

Weight of Fish (Gutted and Gilled with Head On) .................... kg .............. gms 

River and location where caught ........................................................................  

Business Where Weighed ...................................................................................  

Name and Signature of Person Weighing ...........................................................  

I certify that all the above information is correct and that I am the Angler who 
caught this fish. 

Signature of Angler ............................................................................................  
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To: New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association (Inc) 

PO Box 1113, 

Christchurch, New Zealand 

I wish to become a member of the NZ Salmon Anglers Association 
(Incorporated) and agree to be bound by the rules and constitution of the Asso-
ciation. 

Name ..................................................................................................................  

Address .............................................................................................................. 
 ...........................................................................................................................  

Telephone (Home) ......................................... (Work) .......................................  

Fax .....................................................................................................................  

Email ..................................................................................................................  

Available to help with stream improvement work? Weekdays 

 Weekends 

Subscription enclosed Adult membership $25 p.a. 

Family membership $30 p.a. 

Junior membership (under 18 yrs) $10 p.a. 

NEW ZEALAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION 

(INC) 

HELP US TO HELP YOUR FISHERY 

 NZSAA Objectives: 

• Enhancement of the salmon fishery. 

• Hard-line policy on pollution. 

• Resistance to water abstractions, dams, etc. 

• Education. 

• Information gathering. 

• Hard-line policy on commercial activities 

Become a Member — Join Up a Friend 

Return the membership form below. 


