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The President and Committee of the New
Zealand Salmon Anglers Association (Inc)
extend their very best wishes to all members
and supporters for a happy Christmas and
holiday season with family and friends. We
hope that your fishing experiences are all
enjoyable and productive.
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PRESIDENT’S
EDITORIAL
The month has involved much planning,
debate and discussion relating to our ova
planting programme. The objective is to
continue with the previous season’s
planting sites where we had known
success, to source new sites for 2008
plantings, and contribute to ongoing
policy debate with F&G. Also, to
monitor locations to ascertain if the
previous plantings increase the natural
spawning cycle, as it is now in the 3 year
expected return period since the
introduction of Scotty Boxes.
Other factors that influence the selection
of sites relate to approval requirements of
Fish & Game: whilst they are permitted
by the Department of Conservation to
carry out ova planting, they are required
to co-ordinate the activities of our
Association and Rakaia River Promotions
with F&G Council policy and other users
or researchers involved with the same
river locations. Therefore our ova
planting proposal needs to be a known
factor so that a structured outcome results
and we do not affect other river
programmes. Another element is not to
plant ova in the same locations currently
populated with spawning salmon. Your
committee has formulated a proposal that
has gone forward to F&G for approval.

The season has kicked off well with
reports coming in of some very healthy
salmon being caught, including a 28lb fin
-clipped salmon in the Rakaia and a 22pounder off the bank at MacIntosh’s.
Given some of last season’s statistics we
could be trending upwards with returns,
so get cracking with all those matters that
influence your ability to fish and start
angling really soon.
When and if you do have a “happy
landing”, don’t forget to take a few scales
from the salmon and send them back to
NZSAA for analysis. Scale envelopes
are included with this newsletter and
there are plenty more available if you
need them.
Also, have a look to see if the adipose fin
is missing, indicating that the salmon was
a Montrose hatchery fish. If it is, let us
know so that we can add this information
to our knowledge-base.
And, enter your salmon in NZSAA’s
annual competition. There are good
prizes to be won and all it takes is to
weigh your fish (gutted and gilled with
head on), take a scale sample, fill in the
entry form with a few details and send it
back to NZSAA.
I attended the Fish & Game Annual
General Meeting on 5 December and a
positive result was reported for the year.
Fishing licences remain constant with
approx 12000 of us chasing salmon or
trout. The finances of the organisation
were in a healthy state and a broad range
of activity undertaken. The influencing
factors using up a chunk of funds is the
constant battle with legal and resource
matters, so much part of our lives today,
but if the path of equality or justice is not
pursued we will miss out and suffer future
consequences.
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At the meeting, a guest speaker from
Department of Conservation, Helen
McCaughan, gave a presentation on pest
and illegal species of fish, which include
Gambusia (mosquitofish), Koi Carp,
Catfish and Rudd. The Department
undertakes elimination programmes to
control or destroy these unwanted
species, which is a somewhat daunting
task. From your perspective, if you see a
fish in the water and it has orange
colouring it is probably a pest or an
illegal species, so report your
observations to DoC. If you catch one,
kill it - do not release it back into the
water. The reason for exclusion of these
pests is their interference with natural
habitat, pollution of waterways, food
chain competition and disease spread.
Another plea I make to you is to report
any exceptional or unusual river
conditions to Environment Canterbury
and Fish & Game, as we want all the
information possible to support our case
for objections or recommendations. These
factors also include water being taken for

irrigation when you consider the river
flow is below the minimum level, as the
current river recording methods are often
inaccurate and users of water are unaware
they are breaching the provisions, plus
ECan need reminding to update their
monitoring process.
We have been considering options for the
production of the newsletter from now on.
One possibility may be to include our
salmon fishery articles in another fishing
publication which would give our
members a wider view of the fishing
scene while still retaining the salmon
interests. However, if anyone out there
is willing and able to continue the present
newsletter, then let’s hear from you soon.
Have a great Fishing Season, enjoy each
moment, and may the festive season
provide for all your good wishes.

Ron Stuart
PRESIDENT

Quote for the Month
“Every day provides the
opportunity for a Personal
Best – go out and do it”

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in any letters and articles in this newsletter are the authors’ own and
are not necessarily those of the New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association (Inc) or the Editor.
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Montrose Hatchery Inspections
How would you like to combine a fishing trip
to the Rakaia with a brief visit to Montrose to
do a quick check of the site?
In addition to the weekly trips by volunteer teams to undertake
cleaning of the Montrose races, there is a need for another general
inspection visit during the week. This includes a general
inspection of the site, to check the feeders, note dead fish, and
measure the oxygen levels in the water. These weekly visits are
necessary through to July when the fish are due to be released.
The Fish & Game volunteer vehicle is available for the purpose
and a stopover to do a bit of fishing nearby in the Rakaia would be
acceptable, providing you advise F&G of your planned trip and
timetable.
The tasks are not onerous or time consuming and would take
some of the load off the one or two hardworking volunteers who
give a lot of time and travel each week to check on the Montrose
hatchery. If you could assist, please phone one of the following:
Doug Roy 352 8564
Edgar Russ 980 1537
Fish & Game (Steve Terry) 366 9191
NZSAA: President Ron Stuart 358 9082
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Introduction of Quinnat Salmon to New Zealand
Article by the late W (Bill) P Elson
published in The Press on 22 July 1972
In his article on salmon in The Press on 1
July, Mr C J Hardy claims that salmon
were established by the Marine
Department over a 40 year period.
However, he omitted to mention that
acclimatisation societies first introduced
quinnat salmon into NZ in 1875, 26 years
before the Government commenced the
stocking policy in the Waitaki River
system.
It is correct that the Government took up
a stocking policy in the Waitaki system in
1901 with ova supplied from California, a
gift from the United States Fish
Commission, but there were indications
that quinnat were already established, as
early as 1898, as the result of stocking by
acclimatisation societies from 1875.
In 1876 a large quantity of ova was
imported, 84,000 for the Government,
60,000 for the Napier Acclimatisation
Society, and quantities for the Auckland
and Canterbury Acclimatisation Societies.
The Government’s share was hatched in
Southland and of the resulting fry most
were placed in the Five Rivers between
Eyre Creek and Lowther. The North
Island Societies placed fry in the
Waikato, the Mahurangi and Southern
Wairoa Rivers. The Wellington Society
received about 400 fry which were
released in the Hutt River.
The
Canterbury Society released 20,000 fry
distributed in the Waimakariri, the
Rakaia, the Hurunui, the Rangitata, the
Avon and the Ashley Rivers.
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Releases in 1877

In 1877 about 98,000 ova were
planted, and around 1800 fry released in
North Island rivers, by the Auckland and
Wellington societies. The Nelson Society
received 25,000 ova and resulting fry
were released in the Motueka and Wairoa
Rivers. Approximately 25,000 fry were
released in the Grey River by the Grey
Society. The Canterbury Society hatched
30,000 fry, and 10,000 were released in
the Waimakariri River, 10,000 in the
Rangitata, with lesser numbers in the
Hurunui and Heathcote Rivers. About
30,000 fry were hatched by the Otago
Society and released in the Kakanui and
Waipahi Rivers, whilst the Southland
Society released 35,000 fry in the Oreti
River, 18,000 in the Makarewa and
10,000 in the Waipahi Rivers.
In 1878 the Auckland society imported
100,000 ova which were planted in the
upper reaches of the Thames, whilst in
1880 the Wellington society received
5000 fry which were released in the Hutt
River.
Eleven years passed, during which time
no further ova were imported, until the
Government made a decision to
commence stocking in the upper reaches
of the Waitaki and the Hakataramea. In
1901, 500,000 ova were received from
California, given free by the United States
Fish Commission. Half was hatched at
Lake Ohau, the remainder at
Hakataramea, and in 1902 24,000 oneyear-old salmon were released in the
Waitaki.

In 1903, 33,000 two-year-old fish were
released in the Hakataramea River.
During 1905, 385,000 fry were hatched
from ova which was supplied as a gift
from the United States during 1904, and
released in the Hakataramea. More than
5000 three to four-year-old, and over
10,000 one-year-old fish were released
the same year.
A 16lb Catch
In 1906, 500,000 ova were received from
San Francisco, resulting in 240,000 fry
hatching at Lake Ohau, and over 220,000
fry hatching at Hakataramea. These fish
were released, together with a quantity of
older fish, and also 53,000 one-year-old
fish.
The same year a 16lb salmon was taken
from the Hakataramea, a tributary of the
Waitaki. From 1907 to 1940 further ova
was obtained from the United States
resulting in large releases of salmon.
The Marine Department’s report in 1907
made mention that quinnat had been
taken in the Hakataramea and that during
the spawning season of 1907 established
wild fish were being stripped, and in 1909
235,000 ova were stripped, all from wild
fish.
In 1910, 25,000 ova were sent to
Tasmania and 150,000 sent to the
Government hatchery on the West Coast
of the South Island, and resulting fry
being released in the Hokitika system.
The same occurred in 1913 when 250,000
ova were stripped from the Waitaki, and
150,000 having been hatched in
Westland. The fry were released in the
Hokitika. A further 25,000 ova were sent
to Tasmania the same year.
Further imports of ova do not appear to
have been made but stripping of wild fish
continued until 1940.

The Marine Department’s report in 191516 mentioned that quinnat salmon had
been taken by anglers in the Waitaki,
Rangitata and Rakaia Rivers. By 1921-22
it was reported that quinnat were
occurring as far north as the Waiau River
to as far south as the Clutha River, and by
1923 most Canterbury rivers were being
fished for salmon, good numbers of fish
being taken from all of them.
Unanswered Question
The question as to whether the quinnat
salmon was established in Canterbury
rivers entirely from the stocking policy
undertaken by the Government in the
Waitaki system from 1901, or whether
they were already established in the South
Island rivers at that time, is one that may
never be answered.
There can be no disputing that good
results were obtained from the Waitaki
stocking policy but there is also the strong
possibility that a wild stock was
established from the earlier liberations,
before the Waitaki work was started.
More than 50,000 fry had been released
by the Canterbury Acclimatisation
Society by 1877 in several South Island
rivers (the Rakaia, Waimakariri,
Rangitata and Hurunui) and whilst the
records show the first quinnat was taken
in the Waitaki system, it must be
understood that attention was being
focused on this area because of the effort
being made there at the time.
The mode of transport then available,
unlike today, restricted the anglers’
ability to get out to the remote places,
thus the chances of their reporting the
presence of quinnat, particularly in the
more remote areas would be fairly
unlikely.
(Continued on page 8)
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Very few people in New Zealand were
capable of identifying quinnat then and
hundreds or even thousands could have
run up these rivers and spawned without
being identified or even without their
presence being known.
Some of the stories told of huge trout
being taken in these rivers in the early
years could be cases of mistaken identity.
In a report in a sporting magazine, the
author tells of seeing his dog chewing on
a fish which had been lying dead, washed
up on the shingle on the edge of the
riverbed. The fish was 36 inches long
and the year was 1898.

It must be understood here that, unlike
trout which normally spawn several
times, quinnat die near their spawning
grounds. Some drift downstream through
weakness until they are washed up along
the edge of the river where they finally
die, and the carcasses decay there.
The possibility of quinnat salmon being
established in New Zealand prior to 1900
cannot therefore be dismissed.
W P Elson
July 1972

We Need Details of
Fin-Clipped Salmon

The work at Montrose depends on knowing what fish are caught.
If you do catch a salmon, have a look to see if the adipose fin is
missing which indicates it was of Montrose origin.
Then please provide details (weight, length from nose to the fork
of the tail, sex) to any of the contacts below:
North Canterbury Fish & Game (03) 366 9191
Central South Island Fish & Game (03) 615 4800
Edgar (Rusty) Russ 980 1537
Doug Roy 352 8564
NZ Salmon Anglers Association 383 0900
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Washers
Dryers
Refrigeration
Dishwashers
Ovens
Cookers
Freezers

MURRAY SPIERS
♦
♦
♦
♦

26 Years Experience
Personal Service
Prompt Attention
Guaranteed Workmanship

Contact:

Murray 027 221 3134

383 2093 A/H

HEALTH & SAFETY SYSTEMS LTD

LEIGH TOBECK
Health and Safety Consultant

AND fisherman

Phone 03 313 9114 or 0274 365 972
www.healthandsafetysystems.co.nz
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Fish & Game News
Commercial By-Catch of Salmon

Hurunui Water Conservation Order

Due to the low number of fishing vessels
operating in the Salmon Conservation
Area and minimal by-catch in the last few
years, F&G have utilised volunteer
observers rather than a paid contractor.
Eight volunteers offered their time
following articles in the NZSAA
newsletter and F&G fishing reports.

Little progress has been made on this
application as the Ministry says that other
Order applications already in process are
of higher priority at present.
Club Relations

Around 80-100,000 salmon fry are
growing well at Montrose. NIIWA have
donated 3000 salmon smolt for the
Groynes stocking programme. These are
growing well at Montrose.

Meeting held with NZ Salmon Anglers
Association and Rakaia River Promotions
to plan next season’s ova planting
programme. Staff have provided copies
of old survey reports to the clubs to help
identify waters where salmon once lived
but have since disappeared, as these are
thought to be the most likely candidates
for enhancement and restoration.

Lake Coleridge Salmon

Didymo

Staff released a further 2000 120gram and
3000 150gram smolt into the Ryton Bay
at Lake Coleridge which had been
growing at Montrose until water capacity
forced the release.

Fish & Game NZ have asked salmon and
trout anglers to be extra vigilant after the
didymo was confirmed in the Rangitata
Diversion Race. The Rangitata Diversion
Race discharges water into the
Ashburton, Hinds and Rakaia Rivers.

Salmon Enhancement Programme

Central Plains Water/Ashburton
Community Trust
The hearing is expected to commence on
19 February 2008.
Jason Holland
continues to work collaboratively with
DOC to manage preparation of expert
evidence.
Waimakariri Flood Protection Works
F&G lodged a submission to a number of
consents associated with proposed
secondary flood protection works adjacent
to the Waimakariri River.
The
submission sought, among other things,
that the works did not result in reduced
public access to and along the river.
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F&G Environment Officer Jason Holland
said these rivers were previously
considered free of didymo but, as a result
of RDR discharges, it is virtually assured
that didymo will now infect these rivers.
F&G has also expressed disappointment
at MAF’s ongoing willingness to grant
permits to irrigation companies to
transport didymo. Currently, large
irrigation schemes discharge water
directly to other rivers. Additionally,
some district council stock water schemes
transfer water between waterways. MAF
could require irrigation companies to
investigate and implement better
alternatives. For instance, F&G have
suggested that for smaller discharges,

discharging to ground via soakpits would
be an effective barrier to didymo spread.
For larger discharges, we have suggested
the irrigation company should
commission scientific studies to
determine what alternatives may be
available. To date none of F&G
suggestions have been adopted by MAF.
Notwithstanding this concern, Jason
Holland considers that the increased
likelihood of didymo infecting rivers such
as the Rakaia is even more reason for
anglers to check, clean and dry their gear.

More on Didymo

The Rangitata Diversion Race discharges
into the Rakaia River via the Highbank
Power Station, which is in the middle
reaches of the river. F&G’s main priority
now is stop didymo moving upriver into
the critically important headwater salmon
spawning streams. If didymo infects those
streams, the sustainability of our sports
fisheries may be gravely endangered.

“The Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry (MAF) did not ignore your
suggestion but took it seriously.
However, discontinuing RDR discharge
had a high economic cost as it would stop
hydro power generation from the
Highbank power station.
MAF also
considered that the RDR presented no
risk of spreading didymo while the inlet
on the Rangitata was free of didymo. The
major risk has always been from
recreational river users moving didymo
and infesting the waters at the RDR inlet.
Essentially this is what has now
happened.

Fishing for trout or salmon has already
been banned in many Rakaia and
Rangitata spawning streams to minimise
the risk of didymo spread. Waters that
have been closed to fishing are signposted
and are also listed in regulation booklets
issued when purchasing sportsfishing
licences. For the Rakaia these include
Double Hill Stream, Glenariffe Stream,
Hydra Waters, Manuka Point Stream and
Winding Creek and Deep Stream and
Deep Creek in the Rangitata. Fishing in
the Highbank tailrace itself is also closed
to sportsfishing.
F&G asks all anglers to be extremely
vigilant about checking, cleaning and
drying their gear when fishing the
Rakaia, Ashburton or Hinds Rivers.
This includes following the same
procedure if moving considerable
distances up the same river during a
fishing expedition.

Rakaia River & the RDR
As reported in our November newsletter,
NZSAA wrote twice to Biosecurity NZ
requesting that the discharge of RDR
water into the Rakaia River be stopped
because of the risk of didymo infection.
As we predicted, didymo is now in the
Rakaia River.
Part of the reply from Biosecurity NZ is
as follows:

“Prior to the infestation of didymo in the
upper Rangitata River, the most logical
approach to preventing didymo would
have been to close all rivers in the area to
all recreational river users.
This
approach was considered by MAF but
was rejected because the logistics of
policing such a closure would have been
impossible to resource.
“You also stated your belief that
Biosecurity NZ and other consenting
authorities have a legal responsibility
under the Rakaia River National Water
Conservation Order 1988 to stop the
discharge of terminal RDR water to the
Rakaia River.
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MAF has examined the Conservation
Order and considers that it does not have
a responsibility under the Order to stop
the discharge of the RDR to the Rakaia
River.”
NZSAA invites its members to form their
own opinion on this reply from
Biosecurity.
However we make the
following points:
•

As pointed out by Fish & Game, it
seems to be OK for the large
irrigation companies to spread
didymo and place the blame on the
recreational users of the rivers.

•

Hydro generation from Highbank
occurs mainly in the winter when
irrigation requirements are small, so
the “high economic cost” is
questionable.
What is the economic cost to NZ
recreational tourism if the sports
fishery is destroyed?
Apart from brief
formal
acknowledgements, no response has
been received to our two letters to the
Minister for Biosecurity, Hon Jim
Anderton. He did however become
swiftly involved when the North
Island trout fishery suffered a didymo
scare.

•

•

Niwa's dead didymo gaffe
From an article by WARWICK RASMUSSEN Waikato Times, 24 November 2007.

The Government agency responsible for
keeping the country's waterways clean
was confirmed as the source of dead cells
of the invasive algae didymo it said was
found in North Island waterways last
month. It was revealed by Biosecurity
Minister Jim Anderton that the cells were
taken from a Christchurch NIWA
laboratory to the North Island in vial lids.
NIWA chief executive John Morgan says
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he is baffled as to how they got on the
lids in the first place.
Last month's "discovery" of the dead cells
after samples were taken in the North
Island sent shockwaves through the
fishing sector. NIWA announced the
invasive algae, also known as "rock snot",
had been found in four waterways the
Tongariro, Whakapapa, Mangatepopo and
Whanganui Rivers. Mr Anderton said the
joint ministry and NIWA investigation
traced the contamination back to
Christchurch. "The investigations found
that pottle lids sent to Turangi were
contaminated with microscopic amounts
of dead didymo cells," Mr Anderton said.
The vials and lids were sent north for
NIWA to conduct water testing on behalf
of Genesis Energy. Mr Morgan said staff
directly involved were extremely
frustrated at what had happened, but he
stopped short of calling it an
embarrassment for the organisation,
which is responsible for protecting the
sustainability of the nations's waterways.
Mr Morgan said a full review of handling
procedures was already under way.
Taupo Trout Guides' Brendon Mathews
said his first reaction to Mr Anderton's
announcement was "relief", but he still
had little confidence in the Government's
ability to keep didymo out of the North
Island. "There's been a lot of uncertainty
down here over the past few weeks. This
(didymo) is a ticking time bomb that
won't go away." He said Biosecurity New
Zealand wasn't doing enough to stop the
algae from making its way north. At the
moment didymo is only in South Island
waterways. If it did make it into the south
of the Waikato-Taupo region, didymo
could jeopardise the area's $250 million
trout fishing industry.

Another View
NZSAA member David O’Neill has his
own view on the didymo problem:
“On the didymo thing I have been doing a
bit of a trawl of the various sites where
the infections are and visited a few. The
one thing that impresses me most is the
similarities of all the spots that I have
been to.

Caravan for Sale
16ft Clansman 4 Berth
$16,000 o.n.o
Repainted last year.
On site at Kairaki
Motor Camp

Clear water, well oxygenated, good
sunlight. However it hit me on the Gowan
that where there was good cover of trees
or scrub with consequent shading the
infections seemed less bad. Or am I
imagining it?

Extras:

Take the Ahuriri. Recently DOC cut out
all the willows and the rock snot has got
worse. More light more snot seems to be
the cue. This can have important
implications for fishery protection and
limitation of growth of the algae.

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

I have fished most of Scotland and
Northern England where unless I am
mistaken didymo is actually endemic. In
the main the light is poorer and the water
is less clear. Also the winters are longer
and more drab and thus the snot has not
taken over waterways like it has here.
Good argument for riparian plantings
especially in spawning tribs where whole
shading can be achieved. Dunno what
you guys think but I have half convinced
myself.”
David O’Neill
7 December 2007

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Wooden awning floor
Two bunk beds
Freezer
Two electric heaters
TV , radio and aerial
Hooded BBQ, gas bottle
and tools
Cooker with oven
Sandwich maker
Bench-top cooker
Microwave cooker
Table lamps
Small chest of drawers
Blankets and pillows
Crockery and saucepans
All cutlery
Garden chairs
Awning, carpet and vinyl
Porta Potty

Telephone (03) 353 8564
or 021 173 6435
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Sockeye Salmon: the Best Run for 25 years.
by Graeme Hughes, Fish and Game Officer Central South Island Region
Early in 2007 it was reported that
Sockeye Salmon had been seen and
caught in the Haldon Arm of Lake
Benmore. By late February thousands of
Sockeye Salmon were
migrating into
the lower Ohau River to spawn.
Sockeye Salmon, Onchorhynchus nerka,
were released into the tributaries of Lake
Ohau in 1901. In early fisheries literature
this species was thought to be Kokanee
the lake dwelling form of Sockeye
salmon. More recent studies of the New
Zealand “Sockeye” indicate that the ova
collected was from anadromous (sea
going) Sockeye salmon,
not lake
dwelling Kokanee and that the resultant
progeny failed to produce a sea going
population. In their country of origin the
nonanadromous progeny of anadromous
Sockeye salmon are called “residuals”.
Sockeye salmon are plankton feeders and
are seldom caught by anglers and it was
thought that the species had failed to
establish until in the 1960’s they were
observed spawning in the newly
constructed Aviemore spawning race. On
further inspection this little known
species was found spawning in several
tributaries of the Waitaki Valley lakes
from Lake Aviemore to Lake Ohau.
Larch Stream, a small spring fed stream
at the head of Lake Ohau proved to be the
most used spawning stream for
“sockeye”. In the late 1970’s 16,000 were
counted in Larch Stream. Research on
Sockeye Salmon showed that there were
two distinct populations, a Lake Ohau
population and a Lake Benmore
population. The Benmore Sockeye were
larger and more coloured than the Ohau
salmon. Many of the spawning salmon
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develop orange to red flanks, males are
often more brightly coloured with a
distinctive hooked snout. They are
aggressive fighters once in the spawning
stream and especially during the egg
laying period. At this time some of the
population will strike at a small spinner
or feathered lure.
The resurgence of this little known
species has surprised fisheries staff and
anglers. The Sockeye salmon was thought
to be almost extinct since its main
migration route, the lower Ohau River
was dewatered with the construction of
the hydro canal which diverts the water to
Ohau “B” and “C” hydro electric power
stations. In 1982 thousands of salmon
arrived at the Ruataniwha Spillway to
find their upstream migration route
permanently blocked. A huge relocation
operation began and 8000 sockeye
salmon were captured and transported to
many streams within 50 km of the
spillway. It appears that the relocation
attempts were not successful as no
returning salmon have been seen in any of
the release sites.
Today where 70 cumecs once flowed,
springs and seeps provide a small residual
flow in the lower Ohau River, and it is
this flow which has attracted the Sockeye
Salmon. Recently Fish and Game and
Environment Canterbury engineering
staff embarked on a major clearing of a
small spring fed tributary of the Lower
Ohau which historically had been a well
used spawning stream for salmon and
trout. Sockeye salmon have moved into
the enhanced stream and are spawning
over its entire length wherever suitable
gravels exist.

In March 2006, 752 salmon were counted
in the lower Ohau River and 104 in the
enhanced tributary.
Prior to their spawning run maturing
sockeye salmon have been caught by
anglers trolling for brown and rainbow
trout in Lake Benmore around the river
mouths or where tailrace of Ohau “C”
flows into the lake. Although Sockeye
salmon feature only occasionally in the
anglers bag their presence in Waitaki
Valley lakes is of great value to the
fishery in that the juveniles, which drop
back to the lakes after hatching, provide
the trout fishery with
a large and
important food source. Large trophy trout
in Lake Ohau disappeared soon after the
demise of the migratory sockeye salmon
run from Lake Benmore.
An aerial count of the rivers and streams
which flow into the Haldon Arm of Lake
Benmore was completed on the 19th
March. In the lower Ohau River 7,400
salmon were counted, 1600 in the Tekapo
River, 570 in the lower Twizel River, 300
in the enhanced tributary, 96 in Greys
River and 14 in the outflow of the
Maryburn Ponds.
No salmon were
observed in the Lake Ohau tributaries.
Within the region there are two
recognised populations of Sockeye
salmon, one in Lake Benmore the other in
Lake Ohau. Sockeye salmon have been
caught in Lake Ruataniwha however
these are probably remnants of the Lake
Ohau population.
It is not clear why there has been a
resurgence in the Sockeye salmon
populations however it is certainly good
news for the fishery and indirectly the
angler.
The upper Waitaki Sockeye
Salmon population is the only population
in New Zealand and the only population
in the southern hemisphere.
Graeme Hughes

SALMON ANGLERS
CAPS
Promote your Association
Buy a Cap
The caps are navy blue, with a
silver/grey salmon, orange print
and white and gold stripes.
Cost $20.
Each cap you purchase includes a
small donation to the Salmon
Recovery Programme.

Order by mail from NZSAA
by sending $20 plus $3 for
postage, to:
P O Box 1113,
Christchurch 8140,
or
call the Secretary
on 383 0900 to pick one up.
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News from NZSAA Otago
Otago Harbour Salmon Fishery
In his annual report, Chairman Wayne
Olsen records that this year’s smolt
release went well with two tanker loads
from NIWA being released off the Apple
& Pear wharf on 19 and 21 June - approx
34,000 smolt in total, average weight 100
grams. In addition 120 smolt were
transferred to a display tank at the
Portobello Marine Studies Centre where
they were kept for 3 months before
release in the harbour at the end of
September. The display at Portobello not
only helped to educate visitors to the
aquarium on the history of the Otago
Harbour salmon fishery, but also
provided excellent exposure for the
Branch’s sponsors.
The winter release will help to establish a
return in 2009-10. Already reports have
been received over the past six weeks of
salmon being taken from beyond the
heads and up as far as the Broken Wharf.
Early reports suggested fish around 17lb
but recent catches seem to be around 5lbs.
A contract has been signed with NIWA
for supply of 30,000 smolt in June 2008.
NZSAA Otago will have to raise approx
$35,000 to cover this cost.
With the closure and pending sale of the
Sawyers Bay Hatchery, for the past two
years NZSAA Otago is the only group
releasing salmon smolt into the Harbour.
NZSAA has released smolt into Otago
Harbour each year since 1985 so it has
built up some experience of what does
and does not work. Based on scientific
advice from NIWA, winter releases of
larger smolt are most likely to be
successful in maintaining a viable fishery.
The continued viability of the Otago
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Harbour Salmon Fishery relies on
community support. Otago NZSAA has
a very active committee that dedicates
many hours to raise the necessary finance
and sponsorship for smolt purchase and
the annual fishing competition.
Salmon Fishing Competition
The 2007 competition was a resounding
success with results matching those of
the mid-1980s.
The 2008 Harbour Fishing
Competition will be held over the
weekend 1-2 March. It is hoped the
slightly earlier date will bring in fish of
prime condition. Further information and
tickets will be available in January.
Waitaki River
NZSSA Otago has been active in making
submissions objecting to the applications
by Meridian Energy for water consents in
the Lower Waitaki River.
Jerry Walton, a life member of NZSAA
and a veteran salmon fisherman with
over 25 years’ experience in fishing and
jet boating the Waitaki, prepared and
presented expert submissions to the
Commissioners at the consents hearing.
Jerry’s experience led to him questioning
some of the scientific evidence presented
at the hearings, which led to the scientist
taking a second look at his research and
eventually agreeing that Jerry’s
assertions were correct. NZSAA owes
Jerry a debt of gratitude for his continued
work in speaking out to protect the
Waitaki River salmon fishery.
Branch Secretary
At the AGM in October, Branch
Secretary Neill Tutty did not seek reelection having given 9 years’ service to

BALLINGERS

173 Montreal Street, PO Box 8475, Christchurch, New Zealand
Phone (03) 366 7445
Fax (03) 366 3918
Jeremy Burke will be well known to Canterbury
anglers through his passion for fishing and the
positions he has held in other prominent
Christchurch retail stores. Now he complements
his expertise with the buying power & focus on
quality that all Hunting & Fishing
NEWZEALANDTM staff bring to this franchise.
Catch Jeremy at Ballingers – Christchurch.

OPEN SEVEN DAYS

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WESTLAND
Lake Kaniere via Hokitika

Jackson Bay via Haast

Bruce Bay: Half-hour Drive South of Fox Glacier
All baches self-contained with pots/pans, cutlery, power, shower, fridge, washing
machine and freezer (except Kaniere, no freezer). All baches sleep 8 people.
You need to supply all disposable items including wood and coal for the Yunka
fire (except Kaniere, electric heating), sheets, pillowcases, sleeping bags, etc.
On leaving, a clean and tidy bach would be appreciated for the next people.
Rates:

Kaniere: $70 per night up to 4 people. $20 per person above this.
Bruce Bay & Jackson Bay:
$65 per night
For more information and bookings you can call:
The Hokitika Angling Club
C/o Hokitika Cycles & Sportsworld

Phone 03 755 8662 (shop hours)
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From Overseas
Scientists Launch DNA 'fin-printing'
Project for Salmon
Seattle, Washington
Some salmon make one heck of a
commute. The record holder in the Pacific
Northwest, for example, is a steelhead
that was tagged in the Clearwater River,
Idaho, in April 2003. A year and a half
later, it was caught off the southern Kuril
Islands near Japan. The most direct route
between those two points -- as the crow
flies, as they say -- is 4,200 miles.
Imagine fish that make it that far then
turn around and travel back to their home
streams in order to spawn.
The ability of salmon to migrate such
extraordinary distances makes it hard at a
management level to know whose fish are
whose and at a biological level to unravel
the mystery of their ocean migration.
A $4.1 million effort just launched by the
University of Washington's School of
Aquatic and Fishery Sciences aims to
help by gathering genetic information for
thousands upon thousands of Pacific Rim
salmon populations and creating openaccess databases for managers, treatymakers and scientists. Genetic markers
are key bits of a fish's DNA that, when
compared to the same spots on the DNA
of other fish, can reveal if they are from
the same population or not. Genetic
markers are being employed to study the
human genome. The process, sometimes
referred to as DNA fingerprinting in
humans, could be called DNA "finprinting" for fish when a bit of tissue
from a fin is used for the analysis.
From: University of Washington Newswire
November 30, 2007
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Victories for Pacific Salmon
Six years of work have paid off when
three federal courts handed down salmonfriendly decisions. A federal judge in
Seattle affirmed that the Endangered
Species Act protects naturally spawning
salmon - not hatchery fish - and reversed
a decision that reduced ESA protections
for Upper Columbia River steelhead. In
Or e go n , a fed er al ma g is tr at e
recommended that Oregon Coast coho be
listed under the ESA and noted that the
rationale for not listing the coho didn’t
pass the “red-face test”. Finally, Judge
Michael Hogan, whose 2001 ruling threw
the ESA status of all the Pacific salmon
stocks into a question, handed down a
decision in a property rights case that
effectively softened his earlier ruling. All
27 stocks of Pacific salmon are now
protected under the ESA.
Oregon Fish Story (a Big One!)
Four anglers caught a Sturgeon on the
Willamette River just below Oregon
City earlier this month. It weighed over
1,000 lbs, measured 11 feet 1 inch and 56
feet around the girth. It took over 6 and
a half hours, and 4 dozen beers, for the
four guys taking turns at reeling it in.
Any Sturgeon over 5 feet has to be
released unharmed and cannot be
removed from the water. They are brood/
breeding stock and probably older than
most of us.
This sturgeon was turned loose after a
photo. The fish was so exhausted it posed
motionless for the photo.
(Editor’s Note: In my opinion, 6 hours was
hardly a sporting act - the fish should have
been released earlier.)

PEET SHOEDRYER COMPANY
The Solution for Wet Cold Footwear

Electric Wader Dryer
Dries All Shoes, Boots, Gumboots,
Including Chest Waders
Silently and Safely Overnight
Suitable For All Types of Footwear
Materials

Ph 04 564 5349
Fax 04 564 5348
sales@peetshoedryercompany.co.nz
P O Box 43131, Wainuiomata 5048
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The Case for a Moratorium to Protect Canterbury’s Water
by Murray Rogers of the Water Rights Trust
The following is the opening summary of
a presentation recently made to the
Council of Environment Canterbury:

consultation and education are an
essential part of the process, but the
uptake by water users

Our aim is to ensure that our rivers,
streams and lakes are swimmable,
fishable and ecologically healthy and our
groundwaters are drinkable. Already
many of our waterways do not meet these
criteria, and there is a major risk that
much of the increasing damage will be
irreversible if the action recommended in
this paper is not taken swiftly.

Despite assurances from a previous
Minister for the Environment, David
Benson-Pope, Environment Canterbury is
unable to address sustainability issues in
a timely manner, given the substantial
damage already done and the continuing
rapid growth of irrigated intensive
farming across the plains.

The paper outlines the nature and scope
of damage done and being incurred,
efforts that are being made to arrest such
damage and the forces that are aligned
against these efforts being successful.
Overwhelmingly, the evidence points to a
need for caution regarding future
development of intensive irrigation based
farming until we have in place the means
to avoid huge environmental, economic
and social costs already becoming
apparent in our region, or at least can be
easily sighted on the horizon. Doing
nothing in the face of these mounting
risks can no longer be an option for
central Government. The hardening of
mindsets between those representing the
environment and those wishing to
develop and use our natural resources
must be replaced with a more
collaborative approach under a clear
vision for sustainable outcomes set by
central Government.
The multi-faceted work-in-progress in
developing science based regulatory
frameworks has the potential to inform
decisions both by the consenting
authorities and investors. Partnerships,
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One of the reasons for a lack of timely
response is the lengthy and cumbersome
RMA processes for amending plans and
resource consent conditions in response to
science and improved information about
the state of the environment. If we are to
succeed in reversing current adverse
trends in lowland stream health and
nitrate levels in surface and sub-surface
water to sustainable levels and ensure
safe levels of bacterial contamination, we
must allow common sense and intuitive
understandings to guide decision making
as well as available science.
History has shown that economic
development inevitably precedes and
outpaces the application of knowledge
and science to sustainable practice. That
is why Canterbury’s water, and water
elsewhere in New Zealand such as the
Rotorua Lakes and Lake Taupo, is now in
its current parlous state. We need to
understand, and manage, the extent to
which the downstream effects of our
current dairying financial windfall is
causing a significant unrecognised cost to
us and our health system, as well as many
of our other industries that require clean
water and depend on our clean, green

brand - including tourism, breweries and
food processing. The current focus on the
short term financial gains from high dairy
payouts ignores the significant health
costs from animal associated diseases.
Water in Canterbury has been described
as key to the prosperity of the region. All
the more reason, therefore, to ensure that
this resource is not squandered by
committing to sub-optimal solutions,
being driven by the current ‘first comefirst served’ consents process. There is
no strategic overview, no drive towards
the highest and best use, just a scramble
by competing development interests.
There is widespread acknowledgement
that the current process is flawed and the
science is inadequate. The region needs
time to improve both these aspects before
we commit ourselves to critical
developments with such long time
frames.
The proposed solution would lead us all
towards a community-wide collaborative
approach, facilitated by central
Government, thus easing the increasing
tensions that are developing across our
region. Future generations of Cantabrians
would have cause to applaud such a step.
People around the world are rapidly
waking up to the need to live within our
environmental means. Inevitably this will
mean a significant adjustment to all our
lives in how we value the things we want
or would like to have or are accustomed
to having and those that we really need
for a satisfying existence. In Canterbury,
we still have the opportunity to protect or
restore some of our marvellous resources
that are under threat, or have been
damaged. Not to act now would mean the
issues that are our responsibility will
become the next generations’ burden,
after the irreversible damage is done.

Subject to input from the ECan Council,
we will ask Minister for the Environment
to move urgently to call in Central Plains
Water Trust water applications to take
water under section 141 of the RMA, and
introduce legislation to impose a
moratorium on all new consents to take
water for irrigation in the Canterbury
region until a National Policy Statement
(NPS) on water allocation and water
quality and National Environmental
Standards (NES) are implemented.
Calling in consent applications for other
large schemes would also be necessary
while legislative steps are taken for a
moratorium. Establishing a new, more
politically independent body to examine
management of water in Canterbury and
to recommend and implement the best
way forward should also be considered.
To date, central Government has rejected
our several calls to act.
We ask that you act now in the best
interests of us all to ask central
Government to impose the moratorium,
and amend the RMA:
•

to include specific reference to the
application of the precautionary
principle;

•

to allow criteria other than “first
come first served” to apply to
resource consent applications.

•

to require cumulative effects to be to
be taken into account in assessing
environmental impacts

•

to implement a NPS on ecologically
sustainable flows for rivers and
streams

•

to provide funding for research into
effects of land use intensification on
aquifers, and on the human health.
effects of intensive farming.

Murray Rogers
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Collection of Scale Samples from Salmon
Again this year NZSAA seeks the assistance of its members and other anglers in
collecting scales and returning them for reading.
In an effort to create a continuous and meaningful record of salmon origins and returns
to our rivers, it is necessary that scales are collected from as many catches and
locations as possible on a seasonal basis. The more samples received, the better the
accuracy of the results.
Instructions for Taking Scale Samples:
1.

Fill in the details on the scale envelope before taking the sample, as this avoids
having to write on a wet envelope. The essential items are the date, river and
approximate location, the sex of the fish (if known) and the fork length. The
ungutted weight of the fish is not essential but is useful.

2.

Scales should be taken from the flank of the fish slightly behind the top (or
dorsal) fin and just above the lateral line. Try to avoid any areas where there are
signs of old scars or other damage to the skin.

3.

To dislodge the scales, take a sharp knife and gently
scrape along the skin towards the head of the fish.
Transfer the scales to the envelope. Only 6 scales from
each fish will be used but it doesn’t hurt to provide more.

4.

Some sample envelopes are being distributed with these instructions and further
supplies are available if needed. It would be appreciated if anglers could carry a
couple of envelopes in their fishing bag to collect samples and to spread the word
among others who catch salmon. Please do not however use plastic bags or
packets as plastic disintegrates scale samples.

Please then return the sample to NZSAA, P 0 Box 1113, Christchurch, or give us a call
(03 383 0900) and we will arrange for them to be collected. We appreciate your
assistance in creating this continuing information base.

359 Lincoln Road, Christchurch
Phone (03) 338 3131 Fax (03) 338 3535
Email: info@fishermansloft.co.nz
22

NZSAA ANNUAL SALMON FISHING COMPETITION
The NZSAA Annual Salmon Fishing Competition will be run for the current 2007-08
season. The Fisherman’s Loft have again kindly agreed to sponsor the contest and a $50
voucher will be awarded to the winner of each of the following categories (one trophy
per person):
•
Heaviest Salmon Overall - Aquarius Trophy
•
Heaviest Salmon Rakaia - Alty Roscoe Trophy
•
Heaviest Salmon Waimakariri - Cromb & Merritt/Fisherman’s Loft Trophy
•
Lucky Draw from Remainder of Entries
Trophies and prizes will be awarded at the NZSAA AGM in May 2008.

COMPETITION RULES
1.
2.
2.

Entrants must be financial members of NZSAA and hold a current sport fishing
licence.
Fish must be caught in accordance with current Fish & Game regulations.
A scale sample must be provided.

3.

All fish must be gutted and gilled with the head on. Frozen fish not permitted.

4.

Fish must be weighed at premises where Government tested scales are in use.

5.

Declaration form must be completed and forwarded to reach the Secretary, NZSAA,
P O Box 1113, Christchurch 8140, no later than 2 May 2008.

6.

All panels on the entry form must be completed and the declaration signed.

7.

In the event of a dispute the final arbitrators will be the NZSAA Committee. No
correspondence will be entered into regarding the results.

ENTRY FORM AND DECLARATION
Name……………………………………………………………………………………….
Angler’s Address…………………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………………………...
Licence Number…………………………Date Fish Caught………………………………
Weight of Fish (Gutted and Gilled with Head On)………………..kg………………..gms
River and Location where Caught………………………………………………………….
Premises Where Weighed………………………………………………………………….
Name and Signature of Person Weighing…………………………………………………
I certify that all the above information is correct,
and that I am the Angler who caught this fish ... …….…………………………………
and a scale sample is attached.
Signature of Angler
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