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Apologies for the lateness of the 
newsletter this month but we do not have 
a permanent Editor.  Also, as we go to 
print, final preparations are being made 
for presentation of  NZSAA’s evidence to 
the Central Plains Water hearing on 25 
June by Peter Robinson, Tim Ellis and 
me.  This has involved many hours of 
work putting the evidence together. 

May was an exciting month with site 
selection for ova planting and our AGM. 
Both events brought their challenges and 
in the final outcome produced some 
fantastic outcomes. 

Following in-depth meetings with Fish & 
Game (Davor and Steve) we followed 
their desire for a new site location for ova 
planting in the high country Waimakariri 
River Catchment, to take place at One 
Tree Swamp, which is on Mount White 
Station property. The area had been 
surveyed by Steve Terry and he advised 
that the potential of this location offered 
great opportunity with the availability of 
pristine spring/aqua water and unlimited 
stream seeding options. 

Our first group did a reconciliation survey 
and was amazed at the quality this 
location offered and we saw potential for 
its development. Our visit was in a 
recreational 4WD vehicle and because of 
owner pride we pretty much stuck to 
traditional river flat tracks.   Oh, there 
were some humps, dips and banks to 
navigate, but when it came to crossing the 
Hawdon River bed we walked. This 

engaged the group in crossing approx 1 
kilometre of river bed and tussock pasture 
with some peat/swampy ground adjacent 
to the One Tree Swamp Stream. We 
sussed a couple of desirable sites and 
headed home satisfied that this was us, 
providing Fish & Game could assist us 
with suitable 4WD transport to convey 
our gear within manageable distance of 
the planting locations. 

A subsequent meeting with Fish & Game 
instilled confidence that we could 
negotiate the area with a real 4WD and to 
we were favoured two weeks later with a 
visit to the Cora Lyn salmon trap, planned 
by Peter Robinson and Steve McNeill. 
Peter said “I will give it a go to get my 
vehicle through that area” (as it is in the 
same location) and, as a back-up, Ken 
Paterson bought his 4WD up and they 
blazed a path through the river bed and 
got to within 50 metres of our desired 
planting site. This stream site is a side 
stream off the main stream, which has a 
good water flow and depth of water with 
steep banks to deter cattle access. Another 
favourable aspect is that it appears not to 
be used for natural salmon spawning.  

So One Tree Swamp is all on and a very 
desirable location for the “coffin” lockers, 
but not so good because of access and 
equipment requirements for Scotty Boxes. 
For convenience we consider it is more 
appropriate to target the Scotty Boxes for 
the Porter River and Hacketts Creek 
where there is great convenience for the 
attending volunteers.  

 
PRESIDENT’S  

EDITORIAL 
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Fish & Game are happy as they have new 
technology available and can laser 
chemical analyse salmon fry at One Tree 
Swamp and later do a similar analysis on 
returning fish to determine their origin. 
This is valuable information to determine 
the success of ova planting and also 
monitor the destination of any straying 
fish. 

Our next major calendar event for the 
month was the AGM and this resulted in 
a very successful evening of annual 
business and excellent speakers who 
entertained and informed. Attendance 
numbers were good and the evening 
proceeded with some great results.   

I was re-elected to the position of 
President as was Vice President Ron 
Dougherty, with Tim Ellis also being 
elected as the other Vice President.  Pam 
Ellis expressed a desire to retire from the 
Secretary/Treasurer position but, as there 
were no nominations for the position, 
accepted a caretaker role meantime. The 
standing committee was re-elected with 
addition of Warren Windelburn.   

Doug Roy wished to vacate the position 
of Patron and Athol Price was elected. 
We are very sad to lose the services of 
Doug in this role, but welcome Athol as 
statesman of our Association.  

Two Life Members were elected, these 
being Tim Ellis and Brian Foley, both 
fitting appointments taking into account 
their years of service and loyalty to our 
Association. 

Our guest speaker was John Morton, 
master fly-tyer and successful fisherman 
of the local and world waters. He 
thoroughly entertained the meeting with 
his exploits, expertise and wicked sense 
of humour. Many of our guests were 
amazed with some of his techniques and 

methods of hooking up salmon and other 
fish species, plus his portfolio of 
intriguing lures and flies. 

Other invited speakers and presenters 
throughout the evening included: 

Allan Brooks from the Rangitata Salmon 
Enhancement Trust updated us on the 
achievements at the McKinnons Creek 
hatchery, noting the major success and 
potential for a similar trust here in 
Christchurch. 

Martin Clements, Chairman Fish & 
Game Council, touched on the welfare 
progress of Regional Manager Ross 
Millichamp, as well as Montrose 
Hatchery tenancy matters and 
developments at Silverstream Hatchery. 

Davor Bejakovich, Senior Fish & Game 
Officer, detailed permit restrictions by the 
Department of Conservation regarding 
the transfer of eggs, ova or fish species 
and the requirement for water testing each 
and every time for Didymo infections. 
Davor detailed the survey process used of 
fish species laser chemical analysis for 
determination of origin.  He also gave an 
update on progress with CPW Hearing 
proceedings. 

Steve Terry, Fish & Game Field Officer, 
gave a captivating photo and video 
presentation of the helicopter survey of 
salmon spawning locations and in-stream 
fish on the move. We were spellbound 
with the number of salmon in various 
pods that darkened the river bed for 
several metres - absolutely hundreds of 
salmon. 

John Hodgson, NZSAA member, gave a 
demonstration of his coffin/lockers for 
ova planting and the techniques 
employed.  A very innovative man with 
contributions of immense value. 
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Ian McCrory, Senior F&G Ranger, 
explained the current restructure of 
Ranger requirements, training and 
protocols. He also paid tribute to Athol 
Price and the honour bestowed on his 
Patron appointment. 

The results of the Salmon Fishing 
Competition were announced and trophies 
and prize vouchers awarded.  The results 
are reported further on in this newsletter.  

The Athol Price Plaque for outstanding 
service to the salmon fishery during the 
past year was awarded to Jerry Van der 
Krogt.  Jerry was unable to be at the 
AGM to receive the award as he was 
away enjoying a well-earned holiday after 
all his work for NZSAA during the year.  
The presentation will be made to Jerry at  
an appropriate time when he returns. 

A thoroughly enlightening evening 
topped off with a raffle and delightful 
supper concluded the evening around 
10:30pm. 

Our sincere thanks are extended to  the 
following firms and individuals who 
donated prizes for the raffle: 

Parklands Super Liquor, Anglers 
Warehouse, Wondercast, Ballingers 
Hunting & Fishing, Smiths City Sports 
Department, Veges Direct, Bruce Moody 

Please support these people when buying  
equipment and other supplies.  They 
generously support us, so they deserve 
your patronage.  

Volunteer activities for the period ahead 
will include a completion of salmon 
stripping and towards the middle of June 
ova planting in our selected sites.  We 
will report on this next month. 

Ron Stuart 

PRESIDENT 

 

  

 

 
359  

Lincoln Road 
Christchurch 

 

 

Phone  
(03) 338 3131   

 

Fax (03) 338 3535 

 

Email 
info@fishermansloft.co.nz 
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2007-08 Salmon Fishing Competition Results 
The Annual Salmon Fishing Competition attracted 15 entries, which was down on last 
season in spite of the increased fish catch. But in any event the quality of entries was of a 
high standard.  Trophies and $50 vouchers from Fisherman’s Loft were presented to the 
winners at the AGM, as follows: 
 
Heaviest Salmon Overall - Aquarius Trophy 

Phil Walsh of Woodend 
8.425 kg salmon from the Waimakariri River mouth on 16.1.08 
 
Heaviest Salmon Waimakariri - Fisherman’s Loft Trophy 

Kristine McKey of Christchurch 

8.030 kg salmon from the Waimakariri River mouth on 13.1.08 
 
Heaviest Salmon Rakaia - Alty Roscoe Memorial Trophy 

Clarrie Wright of Christchurch 
8.350 kg salmon from the Main Road bridge, Rakaia River on 30.1.08 
 
Lucky Draw - Fisherman’s Loft Voucher 

Wayne Chaney of Christchurch 
7.360 kg salmon from the Waimakariri River, Banana Hole, on 23.3.07 
 

 
 

Phil Walsh  
receiving the Aquarius Trophy for Heaviest Salmon Overall 2007-08 

from Patron Athol Price 
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We thank Fisherman’s Loft for again donating the prize vouchers for this 
competition.  The other entries received were as follows: 

Angler Salmon Weight River Date 
Caught 

Clarrie Wright 
Steve McNeill 
Murray Drury 
Ron Stuart 
Robert McKey 
Roger Williams 
Ken Paterson 
Graham Long 
Tony Humphreys 
Rex Gibson 
Ken Paterson 

8.225 kg 
7.450 kg 
7.400 kg 
6.910 kg 
6.625 kg 
6.580 kg 
5.930 kg 
5.836 kg 
5.810 kg 
5.356 kg 
5.356 kg 

 

Waimakariri Gorge 
Waimakariri Mouth 
Rakaia Mouth 
Waimakariri Mouth 
Waimakariri Mouth 
Lower Rakaia 
Rakaia Mouth 
Rakaia 
Waimakariri McIntosh 
Waimakariri Mouth 
Hurunui Surf 
 

6.3.08 
10.3.08 
28.1.08 
16.3.08 
31.12.07 
4.1.08 
6.2.08 
4.1.08 
6.3.08 
23.2.08 
1.3.08 

Kristine McKey  
receiving the  

Fisherman’s Loft Trophy for 
Heaviest Salmon Waimakariri River 

Clarrie Wright  
receiving the  

Alty Roscoe Memorial Trophy for 
Heaviest Salmon Rakaia River 
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Tim Ellis has been a member of NZSAA 
since 1980 and rose through the 
Committee ranks to President in 2003, 
serving four years in that capacity.  Tim’s 
particular interest is in water resources 
and the issues arising from the ever-
increasing demands and environmental 
damage to our rivers.  He became 
knowledgeable in the Resource 
Management Act and in preparation and 
presentation of submissions to hearings 
on applications affecting the salmon 
rivers.  Some of the significant matters 
addressed, and some are still proceeding, 
include the Rangitata Water Conservation 
Order, Central Plains Water and Project 
Aqua on the Waitaki. 

Tim was an inaugural member of the 
Lower Waitaki Management Society set 
up following Project Aqua and he and 
Ron Dougherty have travelled many 
thousands of kilometres to represent 
NZSAA on this group. 

The Rakaia River is Tim’s favourite 
hunting ground and he spends many 
leisurely days fishing, boating and 
camping in this area.  But he is always the 
watch-dog and reporter of breaches of the 
water consent conditions he knows so 
well, to the sorrow of some would-be 
wrongdoers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Foley has been a member of 
NZSAA since the early 1980s and on the 
Committee for most of that time. 

Brian’s efforts have in the past 
concentrated on stream improvement 
work to ensure the best possible 
conditions for spawning salmon and for 
anglers’ access to their favourite fishing 
grounds. 

Brian has always had an affinity with the 
West Coast and spent some time living 
there on a business venture.  He 
established a valuable liaison with local 
fishing groups and kept NZSAA well 
informed on the state of the West Coast 
salmon fishery.  However, in typical West 
Coast style, some fishing spots and 
seasonal runs remained “State secrets” at 
certain times no doubt intended to prevent 
a gold-rush from the townies over the east 
side of the South Island! 

Despite some years of ill health, Brian 
has retained his enthusiasm and remained 
on the Committee.  Following recent 
successful surgery, Brian can look 
forward to full participation in NZSAA’s 
activities and enjoyment of his salmon 
fishing. 

Life Membership Awards 
 

In  recognition of long and distinguished service to NZSAA, Tim Ellis and Brian Foley 
were awarded Life Memberships at the AGM on 20 May. 
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Sunday 6 July 2008 

Montrose 
Open Day 

60,000 salmon smolt to be released to the Rakaia 
River - first release 11 am.  Great opportunity to view 

this year’s hatch of young salmon. 
 

Fish & Game will supply a BBQ lunch and drinks.  
 
Those wishing to attend should meet at the Yaldhurst Pub car park at 
9 am.  For those of you wishing to make your own way to Montrose, 
head south a few kilometres from the Rakaia Gorge Bridge on SH72 
and turn right at the first road, Blackford Road. Head up Blackford 
Road for approximately 6km and you will see a Fish & Game banner 
on the Montrose gate on your right. Head down the track, stick to the 
right of the ponds and you will arrive at the hatchery.  
 

Enquiries to Steve Terry at Fish & Game 366 9191. 
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Letters 
From Carey Cudby,  
NZSAA member 

“Couldn’t agree more with the President’s 
comments with regard to the need for 
more funding in the near future and the 
need for bequests.   Bring it on ! for, with 
it, comes commitment.  My baptism into 
the fight to preserve our great outdoors 
started 4 years ago when I joined Save the 
Wairau River Inc (STWR), the top of the 
South’s “bestist” river, don’t you know. 

“This continuing battle has focused my 
attention on the importance I place on my 
freedom to fish and catch fish in God’s 
Own.  It is all very well to fish with the 
latest hardware but in order to keep 
fishing one must have an expectation of 
actually succeeding and catching a fish.  
The real question is (take last season) if 
the powers that be had decided to close 
the season except to those holding a 
special salmon licence, how much of your 
annual income would you be prepared to 
pay?  The answer would be plenty - more 
than $90-odd. 

“Long-term, bequests from estates, why 
not?  What better gift can our aging 
population leave to the youth of 
tomorrow than a legacy of the great 
outdoors as we enjoyed it.  Well anyway 
it works for me and it looks like our 
involvement will be required for a long 
time to come. I am happy to bequest $500 
for your cause when the time comes. 

“Given the distance to travel, I will not be 
able to help at the Montrose Hatchery on 
a day to day or weekly requirement.  
However, if you had a specific project 
that would take x days I could, with 
suitable notice, help out.  I did attend the 

April sorting of the lady and gent salmon 
and was shown through the Hatchery.  I 
would also be happy to pass on our 
experiences with regard to the STWR 
campaign - we are going to win it and win 
it well! 

“Keep up the good work - happy to 
support you all.” 

Carey Cudby 
(Member of Aging Population), Renwick 
 
Editor’s Note:  Thanks Carey, hope we 
have a lot more like-minded members. 

 
From NZSAA to ECan 
NZSAA recently wrote to the Bio 
Security Manager at Environment 
Canterbury, in response to a Press article 
of 30 May relating to the “River Bed 
Blitz on Rabbit Growth” by use of aerial 
dropping of 1080 poison. 

“NZSAA is greatly concerned that this 
will take place, particularly at this time of 
year when salmon and other freshwater 
fish are spawning and that this method of 
rabbit eradication could seriously affect 
ova or juvenile fish.  We strongly oppose 
the approval of this activity and request it 
be stopped before damage occurs within 
our waterways, whilst sensitive fish 
activity is at a critical time of 
development, as one error could wipe out 
an entire river redevelopment phase” 

Attention was drawn to Sec 31 26ZJ of 
the Conservation Law Reform Act  which 
states that it is an offence to disturb or 
damage the spawning ground of any 
freshwater fish, or disturb or injure the 
eggs or larvae of any freshwater fish. 

We did not get a reply from ECan and, as 
far as we know,  no action was taken  on 
NZSAA’s request. 
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“New” 
For 2008 

Torrix 
Surf Rods 

Visit www.harrisonrods.co.uk 

Available from selected retailers. 

Proudly imported by 
Hook Line & Sinker (NZ) ltd 

Phone 027 656 1077 

Didymo update -  

Press Release: Biosecurity NZ, Thursday, 1 May 2008,  
 

In response to recent reports circulating about the apparent “disappearance” of didymo, 
particularly in the Waitaki, Hakataramea and Maerewhenua Rivers, MAF Biosecurity 
New Zealand can confirm that didymo is still present in the those rivers and people must 
check, clean and dry their equipment before moving to other waterways. 

 MAFBNZ believes the “disappearance” of didymo from some South Island waterways 
including the Waitaki River is part of a natural cycle which has occurred before. Algae in 
rivers often follow cycles of blooming, then receding, before blooming again. There are 
many variables which can affect these cycles and didymo blooms are expected to 
reappear, Chris Bicknell Didymo Response Manager said.  Didymo is a microscopic 
organism which often exists in waterways for a long time without being visible to the 
naked eye. 

All waterway users should decontaminate their equipment when moving between 
waterways, in the South or North Island. Check, Clean, Dry is still the best way to 
prevent the spread of didymo and other aquatic pests, said Mr Bicknell.  
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I have now been Weighmaster at the 
Rakaia Competition for 25 years.  Behind 
the scenes (seen only by successful 
anglers) a rostered team of volunteers 
weigh, measure, sex, scale sample and 
check for the presence (or absence) of the 
adipose fin.  We are on duty from 8.45 
am until the scales are turned off at night 
(as per the competition rules) but the 
scales are kept on later if the next day’s 
fishing is cancelled, as it was this year. 

I have seen and handled a lot of salmon 
and trout - some years a lot, some years 
none at all (cancelled due to river 
conditions).  This year, the fish were there 
and they were a generally good well-
conditioned fish showing signs of having 
found good stocks of food for the last 
season at sea.  This bears some 
explanation - which is: 

A strong sub-Antarctic current sweeps up 
to New Zealand from the Deep South, 
splits into two at the “wedge” of Stewart 
Island, then one half heads up the west 
side of the South Island and the other 
heads up our side, the east coast.  The 
current is colder (and denser) and carries 
all the nutrients up from the deep south 
with it.  On either side of the South 
Island, they meet with other currents - the 
areas are known as convergence zones.  
Some years on the east coast it is right up 
to Banks Peninsula and beyond, some 
years it cannot make it up this far.  One 
year, it was as far south as Pareora.  Some 
years it sweeps up along the coast, some 
years it is away out to sea.  This year it 
didn’t make it to Banks Peninsula but it 
was close to the shore, hence the very 
poor commercial season in the “Patch” 

off Banks Peninsula - the Salmon 
Conservation Area.  Only a recognised, 
identified group of trawlers are allowed to 
fish in this area.  This was the reason for 
my trip on the Austro Carina in January, 
except that the boat headed up north and 
we didn’t go into the Conservation Area. 

However the salmon that came in at the 
Competition had found good food stocks 
and had topped up.  So had the Rangitata 
and Waimakariri fish, but not apparently 
the Waitaki fish.  As a consequence, we 
had a steady 2 days of the Competition 
but a nor’wester saw the Sunday being 
cancelled due to the Rakaia coming down 
in a “fresh”. 

Over both days we handled about 100 
salmon per day plus a good number of 
trout.  Davor  from Fish & Game had 
asked for the heads of the trout to be 
removed and kept for age determination, 
so this was an additional task for us to do. 

An average of 10 or so fish per hour 
doesn’t sound like a lot but it never works 
out that way.  Much like being an 
aeroplane test pilot: “Long periods of 
boredom, followed by short intense bursts 
of sheer bloody panic!!” Returning 
anglers seemed to come in blocks and we 
had queues right out to the footpath and 
curving off east past the car park. I 
quickly discovered that the old resident 
river trout had bones of a far greater 
density than faster-growing younger 
salmon.  Could they take the edge off a 
fish knife quickly! 

I also noticed a fair number of salmon 
with the spinal deformity that I wrote of 
in the February newsletter.  Some of the 

RAKAIA SALMON FISHING COMPETITION 2008 
by Ron Dougherty, Weighmaster 
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deformities were not noticed until the fish 
was gutted but I think there would have 
been at least 20 fish, so their diet (or their 
parents) at some stage was not good.  We 
need a communication device between us 
to record things like this. 

The results are in the tables below.  There 
was very little difference between the 
fish, males/females, fin-clipped vs wild 
fish, etc. 

Twenty fin-clipped (AR) salmon were 
caught during the competition, 10.75% of 
the total.  As far as I am aware, all these 
salmon caught came from Montrose. 

The weather was overcast and dull for the 
duration of the competition with some 
patches of light rain and drizzle and one 
heavy shower.  It wasn’t very warm but I 
always used to regard days like this as 
“biggie catching weather” and the anglers 
must have found the same.  However 
some anglers only caught a bad wind-
burn. 

Further inland it may have been sunnier 
but, when the competition was called off 
on the Saturday night, no-one seemed at 
all concerned.  On the Sunday some of 
the anglers went down to the sea and 
caught salmon in the windows of clear 
water, but only for the sports. 

Some things I cannot understand: 

An angler will know exactly to ounces 
how big any salmon that he lost weighed 
but cannot usually give a good guess as to 
the one he caught; 

The commercial scales set up for, and 
loaned for the competition by Gilbarco 
Veeder Root and Co in Christchurch, 
complete with new test certificate, and 
worth thousands of dollars), are nowhere 
near as accurate as the ones in their 
fishing bag - ours weigh far too light! 

No one seems to be able to remember that 
they left their fishing gear attached inside 
the fish’s mouth.  I only met 3 with my 
fingers this year!!  Well hooked (ME)! 

Continued on page 14 

All (186) Males (100) Females (86) 

 Total Weight 
Average Weight 
 
Total Length 
Average Length 

1074.823 kg 
 5.779 kg 
 
13269 cm 
71.33 cm 

 664.734 kg 
 6.647 kg 
 
7851 cm 
78.5 cm 

410.089 kg 
 4.768 kg 
 
5418 cm 
63.0 cm 

 

 Overall Males Females 

Average Weight 
Average Length 

5.086 kg 
68.85 cm 

5.053 kg 
67.77 cm 

5.113 kg 
69.73 cm 

 

 

 
 LARGEST FISH  Caught by John Wellman:   10.94 kg (male)  
 

SMALLEST FISH 1.660 kg (female)  41.0 cm   
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
  

TOTAL 186 SALMON 

FIN-CLIPPED 20 SALMON 
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HEALTH & SAFETY SYSTEMS LTD 

LEIGH TOBECK 
Health and Safety Consultant 

 

AND fisherman 

Phone   03 313 9114 or 0274 365 972 
www.healthandsafetysystems.co.nz 

Footnote 

Subsequent information was that there 
was a goodly patch of Krill in the 
Canterbury Bight north of the Rangitata 
River and south of the Ashburton River, 
and close inshore.  What is referred to as 
“Krill” is actually the immature stage of a 
Galatheid Crab (Munida gregaria) and 
while it is commonly known as “Lobster 
Krill” and it looks like a small pink 
lobster, it is as an adult a sea floor crab.  
Depending on the availability of food 
(courtesy of the nutrient-rich sub-
Antarctic current), they are either 
seasonally abundant or seasonally non-
existent.  True Krill is a totally different 
species, a Euphasid, and a lot bigger. 

 

Wearing Hat #81:  I remarked on the 
amount of fish caught on the trip to near 
the Conway River and back on the Austro 
Carina.  The Ministry of Fisheries has 
gazetted the reduction in the amateur 
catch of Red Cod to 10 fish per day.  This 
comes several months after the 
commercial quota was reduced.  I grew 
up as a youngster in Lyttelton and am so 
old that I can remember when Lyttelton 
fishing boats were not allowed to land 
Red Cod as there was no market for them.  
Now they are going the way of all the 
inshore fish = towards history. 

 

Ron Dougherty 
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SECRETARY-SECRETARY-SECRETARY-SECRETARY-
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We are so sad Pam Ellis is retiring 
from this position.  Would you like 
to re-energise your talents? 

This is an interesting opportunity 
and will provide an insight into the 
heartland of our salmon fishery. 
Duties include: 

• Preparing agendas, taking minutes 
& recording for monthly meetings. 

• Dealing with inwards and 
outwards correspondence & filing. 

• Keeping membership database. 

• Financial: receipting income, 
paying accounts, banking, keeping 
c a s h  b o o k ,  m a n a g i n g 
subscriptions, and monthly 
reporting to Committee. 

• Mailing out newsletter. 

• Keeping a bunch of rascals in 
order. 

If you are a person with some basic 
computer and office skills, we have 
a computer, and you can get a bit 
of  pocket money too. We also have 
some interesting field trips with a 
great bunch of people. 

This is a terrific opportunity and 
good training will be provided. If 
you want to spice up your life and 
be involved in the salmon fishery 
this is your chance.   
Please contact Pam Ellis or Ron 
Stuart if you think you could help 
out.  Our phone numbers and email 
addresses are in this Newsletter. 

[Paul Lightfoot, bard and NZSAA 
member, had the misfortune to break his 
foot in March which left him in a cast for 
4 weeks. During his confinement, 
dreaming of his lost salmon fishing, he 
wrote some poems, one of which is 
printed  here.] 

WILD RAKAIA  

When the norwester blasts 
The hairs round your arse 
When you are trying to get comfortable 
And the dust storms arise 
Above southern skies 
There will be no fishing at all. 
 
Waters blue turn to grey 
Floods on the way 
Soon everything frothy and swift 
Grey turns to brown 
Sticks bounce up and down 
In waves with a dangerous lift. 
 
Ten days have gone past 
The floods cannot last 
It’s time to venture again 
Down to the river 
No time to dither 
Salmon are crossing the plain. 
 
Back at the campsite but oh dear 
Although mighty river’s now clear 
Scenes very different today 
The old willow tree 
That once sheltered me 
Is now half a mile away. 
 
Grass broom and trees 
Are now clay and leaves 
A new site is badly needed 
Chain-saw and axe 
Soon time to relax 
But wild river’s statement is heeded. 
 
PDL 2008 
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Salmon Monitoring 

Steve Terry has finished the aerial salmon 
spawning counts and good numbers of 
salmon were seen in all but the Hurunui 
catchment.    

A full report will be presented to the 
August Council meeting . 

The trap installed in Cora Lynn Stream 
was removed mid-May due to concerns 
that the salmon holed up below the trap 
were showing strong avoidance of 
entering the trap.  An aerial count was 
carried out 3 days after and a majority of 
the 150-odd salmon congregating below 
the trap had moved through and were 
digging redds.   

This is the largest spawning stream we 
have attempted to trap. Due to the flow of 
water, staff had concerns at the possibility 
of trap avoidance here.  Ideally traps 
should be positioned right at the top of a 
rapid but the swift current prevented this 
and the trap was erected 100m upstream. 

Lake Coleridge Salmon 

Spawning surveys of landlocked salmon 
at Lake Coleridge were carried out in 
early May.  As in previous years nearly 
all spawning was confined to the Hennah 
Stream where reasonable numbers of 
salmon were observed spawning.  A 
sample of last year’s smolts was collected 
by electric fishing for otolith analysis. 

Recreational Salmon Harvest 

Phone surveys are underway to estimate 
angler salmon harvest in the region.  
These will be summarised in the Salmon 
Management Report to the August 
Council meeting. 

Salmon Releases  

Approximately 18,000 x 30g salmon 
smolt were transferred from Montrose to 
Ryton Bay at Lake Coleridge in April. 

Edgar Russ has been training Dirk Barr to 
run Montrose and, with the help of many 
volunteers,  up to 1,000,000 salmon eggs 
were fertilised over a six-week period.  
Most of these will be used for ova 
planting with 120,000 kept for Montrose 
and 120,000 will be hatched and 
transferred to the McKinnons Creek 
hatchery in the lower Rangitata River 
once they begin feeding. 

Volunteers are now undertaking the 
annual ova planting programme. 

Fish Screens 

Staff attended a presentation on 
bioacoustics fish screens and the recently-
installed RDR fish screen Preliminary 
studies overseas show promising results 
but effectiveness of the screen remains to 
be confirmed under local conditions. 

Davor Bejakovich will present fish screen 
criteria developed by F&G at three public 
meetings organised by ECan during June 
as a follow up on the work by the Fish 
Screen Working Party. 

Junior Fisheries 

Approximately 300 x 250g surplus 
broodstock salmon from Silverstream 
were transferred to the Groynes.  

Central Plains Water 

F&G presented their case to the hearing 
between 13-20 May.  Davor focused on 
fish screening and Jason Holland on 
planning issues.  A number of expert 
anglers also presented evidence on the 

   Fish & Game News 
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fishery values of the Rakaia and 
Waimakariri.  Other expert evidence was 
presented on recreational amenity, 
ecology, hydrology and geomorphology. 

F&G took four CPW hearing 
commissioners on a flight to the 
Waimakariri salmon spawning streams, 
including a stop at the Poulter River.  
They were also flown up the Thompson 
River where many shoals of 50+ salmon 
were observed congregating in pools 
before spawning. 

Presentation of further evidence is likely 
in response to supplementary evidence 
from CPW; also a separate case regarding 
the proposed Ashburton Community 
Water Trust Rakaia south bank scheme 
which is included in this hearing jointly 
with CPW for the Rakaia take. 

The CPW hearing is one of the most 
expensive that F&G has ever been 
involved in and, when the process is 
complete, well over $200,000 of licence 
fees will have been spent.  This cost is in 
no small part necessary to confront the 
disappointing level of information 
presented by CPW, as evidenced by the 
considerable volume of new information 
they are being asked to provide as the 
hearing proceeds. 

Hurunui Water Conservation Order   

The Minister for the Environment has 
confirmed that the Order application 
meets the requirements of Section 199 of 
the Resource Management Act and a 
special tribunal will now be appointed to 
hear and report on the application. 

Rangers Trophy Fishing Competition 

The Rangers Trophy competition was 
held at the Waimakariri River mouth on 
20 March.  108 anglers landed 19 salmon 
with Burt van Linburg’s 25.5lb fish (one 
of two he caught) taking the Trophy. 

 

WANTED 

 

Shimano 

Bantam  

Mag 700 SG 

 

Phone  
03 352 7643 
Bill Harland 
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 OPEN SEVEN DAYS 

173 Montreal Street, PO Box 8475, Christchurch, New Zealand 
Phone (03) 366 7445 Fax (03) 366 3918 

Jeremy Burke will be well known to Canterbury 
anglers through his passion for fishing and the 
positions he has held in other prominent 
Christchurch retail stores. Now he complements 
his expertise with the buying power & focus on 
quality that all Hunting & Fishing 
NEWZEALANDTM staff bring to this franchise. 
Catch Jeremy at Ballingers – Christchurch. 

BALLINGERS 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WESTLAND 
Lake Kaniere via Hokitika      Jackson Bay via Haast 

Bruce Bay: Half-hour Drive South of Fox Glacier 

All baches self-contained with pots/pans, cutlery, power, shower, fridge, washing 
machine and freezer (except Kaniere, no freezer).  All  baches sleep 8 people. 

You  need to supply all disposable items including wood and coal for the Yunka 
fire (except Kaniere, electric heating), sheets, pillowcases, sleeping bags, etc.  
On leaving, a clean and  tidy bach would be appreciated for the next people. 
 
Rates: Kaniere:  $70 per night up to 4 people.  $20 per person above this.
  Bruce Bay & Jackson Bay:   $65 per night 

For more information and bookings you can call: 
The Hokitika Angling Club 
C/o Hokitika Cycles & Sportsworld 
Phone 03 755 8662 (shop hours) 
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 MURRAY SPIERS 

 
♦  26 Years Experience 
♦ Personal Service 
♦ Prompt Attention 
♦ Guaranteed Workmanship 
 
Contact:  Murray  027 221 3134     383 2093 A/H    

Washers 
Dryers 
Refrigeration 
Dishwashers 
Ovens 
Cookers 
Freezers 
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Salmon Trucked to San Pablo Bay 
By Mike Taugher, Contra Costa Times    
 
The routes to the ocean followed by 
California salmon for millennia have 
turned into such a dangerous gauntlet that 
today millions of fish no longer come 
down the Feather, the American or the 
Mokelumne rivers. They migrate instead 
in trucks down U.S. Highways 70 and 50, 
Interstate 80 and State Route 12. 

The non profit Fishery Foundation of 
California has completed 2½ months of 
transplanting the output of state-run 
salmon hatcheries — 20 million fish — to 
the top of San Pablo Bay. Trucking 
salmon to the Bay is not new, but this 
year is unusual because the entire 
production from state-run hatcheries was 
trucked downstream and allowed to 
acclimate in "net pens" before being 
released. 

The reason: California's salmon 
population has collapsed and fishing 
regulators took the unprecedented step of 
closing all salmon fishing off the 
California coast this year. 

Something had to be done. Salmon 
carried by truck to net pens in the Bay 
have a two-to four-times better chance of 
surviving and returning to spawn as 
adults than do fish released directly from 
the hatcheries, according to the state Fish 
& Game Department. 

Going by highway helps the fish bypass 
the pollution, predators, pump intakes and 
other dangers in the deteriorating Delta. 
No one suggests the plan is ideal. But 
with evidence increasing that California's 
salmon populations are highly dependent 

on the hatcheries, and with even those 
populations in a severe downturn, many 
biologists and anglers say the hatchery-to-
net pens operations is needed. It is funded 
by $98,000 from sportfishing stamps paid 
by anglers who fish in the San Francisco 
Bay and Delta.  

For salmon that are raised in a hatchery, 
trucked to an acclimation pen and let 
loose, it is unclear how well they will fare 
and where they will return to spawn. 
After all, they can't rely on a truck driver 
to get them back home. So about 5 
million of them — one in four — were 
tagged with wires so that a few years 
from now when the fish return, 
researchers should be able to determine 
whether the hatchery fish are returning to 
native streams or whether they are 
straying to other streams. 

 

 
In all, about 20 million hatchery salmon 
were taken since early April in ice-chilled 
river water to wharves in Vallejo and 
Rodeo. The nets were arranged  on a 
floating platform while balancing on 12-
inch boards that bobbed on the waves.  

From the parking lot, which was perhaps 
18 feet higher than water level, more than 

From Overseas 
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200,000 of the fish were spilled down a 
more than 100-foot plastic pipe, where 
they shot into the waters near the 
Carquinez Bridge with a whoosh. 
Innumerable smolts, 2 to 3 inches long, 
flitted and flopped around before settling 
lower in the water and gathering into 
schools.  

Once they acclimated, the fish were fed 
for the first time in days — a fast imposed 
to reduce faecal contamination during the 
truck ride. 

The fish were entering a dangerous world. 
Striped bass know where to find the 
salmon babies. And striped bass fishers 
knew where to find the stripers. A 
handful caught several fish near the pens 
during the operation. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of birds, mostly 
gulls but also pelicans and terns, waited 
for the pens to be hauled out into the 
currents below the Carquinez Bridge. 
When the fish were released, pelicans 
dove and gulls picked the injured fish off 
the surface. 

"See you in three years, I hope," said 
Fishery Foundation's project manager 
Kari Burr . 

Contra Costa Times 

16 June 2008 
 

 
U.S. Closes most of West Coast 
to Salmon Fishing  
 
PORTLAND, Oregon (Reuters) - 
 Fri May 2, 2008  
 
The U.S. government on Thursday closed 
almost all of the ocean off the West Coast 
to salmon fishing, clearing the way for 
governors of states hard hit by years of 
declining catches to seek federal relief aid 

for losses estimated at $290 million. West 
Coast salmon populations have declined 
sharply in the last few years, with experts 
citing a variety of reasons including 
climate change and hungry sea lions. 

 "Today NOAA's Fisheries Service will 
close most of the West Coast salmon 
fisheries based on the recommendations 
of the Pacific Fisheries Management 
Council," James Balsiger, of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
said, citing "low returns of fall Chinook 
salmon to the Sacramento River system." 
NOAA has not pinpointed the cause of 
the "sudden" collapse of the Sacramento 
River run, but NOAA scientists are 
suggesting changes in the ocean 
conditions.  NOAA estimates fewer than 
60,000 salmon will make it back to the 
Sacramento River this year -- about one-
third the number needed to sustain a 
healthy fish population.  

Consumers should brace for higher 
salmon prices. Balsiger said wild salmon 
"will cost a lot" at the supermarket, even 
though salmon supplies from Alaska are 
expected to be "in pretty good shape." 

 Governors and congressional delegations 
of the affected states have been working 
to get relief for fishermen, charter 
businesses, suppliers, motel operators and 
others that will be hit by closure of 
commercial and recreational fishing.  

"Given skyrocketing gas and food prices, 
getting aid to these fishing communities 
quickly is critical," Oregon Senator 
Gordon Smith said in a statement. "It's a 
matter of survival. This declaration 
allows us to begin pushing for funds 
immediately."  

Reuters 
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When undertaking family research it is 
sometimes interesting to discover how 
forward-thinking some of our ancestors 
would be.  My research of our Otago 
family indicates that one member of it - 
George Duncan - was trying to get the 
money to introduce salmon to the Otago 
rivers as far back as 1867.  He spoke at a 
victory dinner held that year to honour the 
election of James Macandrew as the 
Superintendent of Otago.  In reply to 
questions after his speech, he said that 
“he believed that if £300 had been 
available when he was Home (Scotland), 
there would now have been salmon in 
Otago.  The Captain of the Rakaia would 
willingly have brought out ova in the ice-
house of that vessel, free of cost;  but he 
(Mr Duncan) did not see how to provide a 
supply in the absence of a money vote by 
the Council.” 

It was pleasing to note that he did 
eventually have success in getting salmon 
released in Otago as, on the 26th of 
March 1870, he made the customary 
annual Treasurer’s financial statement to 
the Provincial Council and in it he 
reported that “You have introduced 
salmon into the rivers of the province - 
(laughter).  Hon Members may laugh but, 
if they had been out there some months 
ago and seen them nine and twelve inches 
long, they would be satisfied that salmon 
had been introduced into the province.” 

George’s nephew was my grandfather, 
Charles Wilson (Wilson’s Maltexo, 
Wilson’s Brewery - whisky) who was 
also a devoted fisherman and a long 
serving member of the Otago 
Acclimatisation Society.  He served as a 
council member, committee chairman and 

president of the Society.  His greatest 
efforts were devoted to the sport of 
fishing and, during his many years as 
chairman of the angling committee, he 
was responsible for the liberations of fry 
and the stocking of rivers throughout the 
Province.  He was also involved with the 
hatchery at Silverstream.  He was 
president fofr three terms and was elected 
a life member.  Several years before his 
death, he had achieved the remarkable 
record of having attended over one 
thousand meetings of the Society. 

As a boy, I learned a great deal about the 
art of fishing from him while sitting on 
the arm of his Morris chair.  He spoke of 
checking the headwaters of the Makarora 
River (Wanaka) around 1920 and, when 
crossing it, the pack horses were spooked 
by the large numbers of salmon 
(presumably quinnat) returning to spawn.  
Since the Roxburgh dam was erected, the 
extensive schools of salmon which were 
to be seen in the surf in South Otago, 
have completely disappeared. 

Quotes taken from The Otago Witness 
 
Note: 
Salmon (Atlantic) easily adapted to the 
Waiau and ran to spawn in streams 
around Te Anau and Manapouri.  The 
weir below Manapouri blocked their 
passage and the fishery collapsed - one 
cost of the Deep Cove project and another 
lost salmon run to economic progress.  
One wonders how we should define 
progress?   Money or pleasure? 

 

Gerald Frengley 
 

Release of Atlantic Salmon in Otago 
by Gerald Frengley 
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1969 Anglers Guide  
to Quinnat Salmon Fishing in the South Island  

 

Written by  George Ferris  
for a South Island Publicity Association tourism pamphlet 

 

“The Scottish salmon anglers who land heavy Atlantic salmon of up to 40lbs 
on the fly could be disappointed to find that our South Island Pacific salmon, 
averaging 18lbs, are caught with heavy rods and ticers with treble hooks 
attached to monofilament lines, with a breaking strain of close to 30lbs.  It is 
therefore necessary for the visitor to have a full appreciation not only of the 
type of fishing the South Island has to offer but also of the tackle required,  the 
best fishing waters and how to reach them. There are seven rivers fed directly 
from the snowfields and these are the hunting grounds for quinnat salmon 
anglers: the Waiau, Hurunui, Waimakariri, Rakaia, Ashburton, Rangitata and 
Waitaki. 

Season:   Mid-December to 30 April.   
 Best months usually February & March. 

Tackle:  Rod: surf type, usually 9 feet to 10 feet 6 inches 
 Reel: free or fixed spool, capacity up to 275 yards 
 Line: monofilament 19 to 28 lbs (usually 23). 
 Bait:  2 ounce ticer (wedge or hexagon, silvered) 
 Bag:  limit in any one day, six fish 

Licence: Tourist, full season, two guineas; or weekly fifteen shillings. 

Time: First light, around 4 a.m., although many are caught at midday.  
 Mostly a matter of luck. 

Location: Mouths of rivers, but all pools up to the gorges are heavily 
 fished when the run is on the river clear.  Rivers are frequently 
 in spate and unfishable especially after nor’west rain in the 
 Alps.” 

 

 

Well, in 2008, some things have changed for the better (the range of tackle and 
longer season), some for the worse (the cost of the licence), and some are just the 
same (the unfishable rivers, and timing is still mostly a matter of luck!)  And 
unfortunately, today’s reduced limit bag is mostly due to the decline of our salmon 
fishery.  
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