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NEW ZEALAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION (INC) 

2007-08 OFFICE HOLDERS AND COMMITTEE 

President Ron Stuart 358 9082 
021 216 3901 

cqurityron@xtra.co.nz 

Immediate Past 

President 

Neville (Tim) Ellis 383 0900 
021 363 140 

npellis@paradise.net.nz 
Fax 383 0900 

Vice President Ron Dougherty 338 2479  

Secretary & 

Treasurer 

Pam Ellis 383 0900 
021 211 3293 

npellis@paradise.net.nz 
Fax 383 0900 

Committee John Healy 03 318 8216 
0274 334 511 

jhealy@xtra.co.nz 
Fax 03 318 8190 

 Phil Ball 349 5993 
021 256 133 

 

 Brian Foley 352 8972  

 Dennis Long 352 2874 Fax 352 3708 

 Alf Long 385 8651  

 James Parbery 03 312 8229  

 Athol Price 332 7698  

 Robert & Kristine McKey 338 4777 krismick@xtra.co.nz 

 Bruce Moody 980 1065 
027 229 6302 

brucemoody@paradise.net.nz 

Patron Douglas Roy 352 8564 
021 173 6435 

dfroy@xtra.co.nz 
Fax 352 8564 

Committee Meetings:  The Committee meets on the first Monday each month (except 
January) at 7.30 pm in the Fish & Game premises, 3 Horatio Street, Christchurch.  
Members and supporters are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Honorary Auditor:   Trevor Hayes 

Life Members: Lindsay Dell, Ron Dougherty, Trevor Hayes, John Healy,  
 Ken Hughey, Ross Lightfoot, Athol Price, Stephen Sparrow 

 

Disclaimer 
The opinions expressed in any letters and articles in this newsletter are the authors’ own and 
are not necessarily those of the New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association (Inc) or  the Editor. 
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We have experienced the realisation 
of a brilliant salmon season, with now 
a distinct tailing off of angling 
activity. But the realisation is just 
beginning with an exciting period 
emerging of fish stripping, egg 
fertilisation, ova planting and setting 
the platform for future seasons. 

Yes it was a great season and we all 
caught fish or experienced the 
excitement, some of which were fine 
specimens. Anglers new to the game 
had some lucky breaks and scored 
too. One weekend angler recently 
quoted that he thought it was a poor 
season, as when he started fishing, 
many years ago, he would get 
upwards of 20 fish per year. In later 
years this dwindled to 1 or 2 salmon a 
season, but this year he landed around 
3 fish. I would have thought this was 
reasonable, but when making these 
comparisons I guess scepticism can 
creep in, if you want to look way 
back, or maybe it is our motivation to 
drive forward with improvements and 
accept challenges. 

I like looking forward and after great 
debate our progress in this direction 
has the support of Fish & Game 
Council and approval of Fish & Game 
staff. We are working cooperatively 

and our future is being assured. 
Whilst we may not fully replicate 
previous seasons’ records of salmon 
daily catches by the 100’s we will add 
depth and an assured future. Our 
biggest hurdles in the past were the 
trawlers raping our harvest at sea and 
now the environmental conditions 
coupled with competition for water 
and destruction of prime spawning 
locations is making the task more 
challenging. Our greatest strength is 
having the support of our members 
and others to pioneer the future, so we 
will succeed, and more tight lines to 
come. 

The next weeks and month or so will 
see activity with salmon stripping and 
ova planting. Members of our 
committee will be contacting you by 
phone to solicit your volunteer 
assistance with these projects. If by 
chance you are not contacted and 
wish to be involved please give me or 
one of our committee a call so we can 
facilitate your requirements. Catching 
a salmon is rewarding, but one of 
these occasions has equal satisfaction 
and you feel so much closer to being 
a Salmon Shareholder. 

Back in our engine room we have 
Tim & Pam Ellis and Ron Dougherty 

 
PRESIDENT’S  

EDITORIAL 
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gr inding away on  Resource 
M a n a g e m e n t  i s s u e s  a n d 
environmental situations. Their task is 
unenviable, but these guys plug out 
the endurance factor of countless 
meetings, reading correspondence 
like nothing else and patiently waiting 
for their turn to represent our views. 
Not like the good ol'’ days eh, when 
none of this stuff went on. But then 
we didn’t drive two cars, plus had a 
quad bike or jet propelled boat. 
Maybe one of the bigger investments 
was a good pair of boots. What 
happened to the wood shed - I now 
call mine a heat pump. So we have 
our today conditions and we have to 
deal with a new era and use our 
developed skills to stay out in front 
where we can. 

Be good to see you at our AGM, we 
have a good guest speaker arranged 

See u @ the  AGM 

 

Ron Stuart                                                                    

President 

 

 

Quote of the Month  

from F&G Councillor Peter 
Robinson: 

 

“Natural is best if natural is 

sufficient 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Subscription notices 

have been mailed to 

members with this 

newsletter. 

 

Payment of subs at 

the AGM will be 

gratefully received. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Annual General Meeting of  
New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association (Inc) 

 will be held on Tuesday 20 May 2008 at 7.30 pm.  
in the Horticultural Hall South Hagley Park, Riccarton Rd, 

Christchurch 
 

Business for the Meeting 
 
1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of AGM 15 May 2007 

3. Matters arising from Minutes 

4. President’s Report 

5. Auditor’s Report and Adoption of Annual Accounts and Balance Sheet 

6. Election of Officers and Committee: 
   Patron 
   President 
   Vice Presidents (2) 
   Committee (6) 
   Secretary/Treasurer 

  Honorary Auditor 

7. Fishing Competition Results and Awards 

8. Athol Price Plaque Presentation 

9. General Business 

10. Guest Speaker:    John Morton - master fly-tyer and successful fisherman 
    of the world’s rivers 

   
A raffle will be run during the evening and supper served at the conclusion. 

 

Please bring this agenda, reports and annual accounts with you to the meeting. 
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President’s Report  

for the Year Ended 31 March 2008 
 

First Term 

The opportunity of representing N Z Salmon Anglers Association as President 
has been fulfilling and rewarding. Our Association has good respect with 
organisations we interact with and the cooperation from within has been 
balanced and of a good standard. Committee members were allocated portfolios 
of responsibility and carried their function in an appropriate manner, with those 
involved in Resource Consent matters spending additional time on these matters. 

During the year we were fortunate to add Kris and Robert McKey and Bruce 
Moody to our committee. 

Enhancement/Replacement Programme 

Our prime objective and effort has focussed on enhancing the salmon fishery 
with the year well supported by enthusiastic members and personnel from other 
organisations. We were fortunate to get approximately ½ million ova for stream 
planting distributed in the feeder systems for the Waimakiriri and Hurunui 
Rivers. The Rakaia system is planted by Rakaia River Promotions. Our Scotty 
boxes proved a success with hatch percentages in the upper 90’s and the coffin 
concept produced similar results, with a great concept of convenience and cost 
efficiency. 

Special meetings were conducted within our organisation and with Fish & Game 
to establish clear guidelines for ova planting permission and a Council motion, 
which approves our ongoing programme, has recently ratified this. The topic of 
fish selection and river species mix drew considerable attention and the excellent 
efforts of a selected number of representatives gave appropriate assurance on the 
protocols for this matter. 

There is a clear mandate for the continuation of this programme as it is 
absolutely clear that, without active support, the fishery would seriously decline. 

Montrose 

The Hatchery operation continues to be well supported by volunteers, in 
particular Edgar Russ and Doug Roy, and there is a good nucleus of supporting 
volunteers to sustain the operation for raising salmon fry and ova hatching. The 
question of property ownership poses a future awareness and the security of 
tenure will continue a negotiable factor. Other options must be discussed and 
formulated along with the establishment of funding options outside of Fish & 
Game resources. 
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Fish & Game Council has given approval for a waged officer to assist with the 
functional management of this facility, bringing relief to some of the seriously 
dedicated volunteers. 

Membership/Publicity/Promotions 

Our Newsletter is struggling for Editorial support, as the incumbents of Pam 
Ellis and Douglas Roy are unable to fully dedicate to its production as 
previously. I have taken the initiative to contribute articles to The Fishing Paper 
which has increased our profile, awareness, and attracted encouraging 
comments. 

Membership needs a boost for the reason that more members broaden 
distribution of our cost base, greater strength on resource consent issues, 
collective support for the gains associated with our objectives and a broader 
volunteer base. 

Our Salmon Angler caps have provided an excellent form of identification and 
have resulted in a good level of sales. 

Future Developments  

For the expansion of our Association I suggest that we should explore a fishing 
competition on the Waimakariri River, develop a seminar/angler workshop 
event, and support the development of a salmon enhancement hatchery close to 
Christchurch. 

Fish and Game North Canterbury 

We acknowledge the support and assistance provided by this organisation by the 
provision of their meeting room for our monthly meetings, use of their facilities 
and storage, use of volunteer vehicle and trailer and unreserved cooperation from 
their staff. 

It is with sadness and respect that we acknowledge the tragic circumstances 
experienced by General Manager, Ross Millichamp, and extend our best wishes 
for his recovery and return to work 

Subscriptions 

Your committee is most reluctant to recommend an increase in our annual 
subscriptions, yet we are facing additional costs. At some time in the not too 
distant future we will have to come to you for additional funding and this could 
be by way of levy or sub increase. Let’s face that at the time.  

Some organisations are fortunate to receive extra funding by bequests from 
former members or supporters.  We would be thrilled to think that the work 
NZSAA is doing for the preservation of the salmon fishery could be recognised 
by any of our members as a bequest in their will, if the means was available, and 



8 

 

as a legacy for future generations of salmon anglers.. 

Acknowledgements 

For recognition of individuals who have made significant contributions to our 
Association 

Pam Ellis – Secretary Treasurer and Newsletter Editor 

Douglas Roy – Montrose, Enhancement Programme, Scotty Box maintenance 

Edgar Russ – Montrose 

Steve McNeil and Peter Robinson – Fish & Game Councillors 

Tim Ellis and Ron Dougherty – Resource Consent and Environmental issues 

John Hodgson – Stream Research, Advisory Services, coffin boxes 

Colin and Diane Eaton – Ova programme assistance 

Each and every volunteer that answered the call for help 

Thank you all. 

Ron Stuart 

PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

359 Lincoln Road, Christchurch 

Phone (03) 338 3131  Fax (03) 338 3535 

Email:  info@fishermansloft.co.nz 
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N.Z. SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION (INC) 
STATEMENT OF INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

FOR YEAR ENDED 31MARCH 2008 

Y/e 

31.3.0

7 

  

Income 

 

7416 
357 
804 
64 

290 
600 
299 

1520 

 Subscriptions 
Donations 
Interest Received 
Dividends 
Raffle 
Advertising 
Sale of Caps 
Scotty Box Donations 

7519.00 
569.00 

1234.66 
64.24 

614.84 
575.00 
82.80 

$1135
0 

  $10659.54 

    

  Expenditure  

5543 
1440 
881 
358 
242 
240 
528 

3724 

 Newsletter and Postage 
Secretary/Treasurer Honorarium 
Office Expenses 
Meeting and Travel Expenses 
AGM Costs 
Depreciation on Assets 
Sundry Expenses 
Salmon Enhancement 

5641.95 
1332.00 
593.50 
475.38 
186.50 

1211.90 
594.25 
422.88 

$1295
6 

  $10458.36 

(1606)  Excess income over expenditure $201.18 
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N.Z. SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION (INC) 
BALANCE SHEET 

AS AT 31 MARCH 2008 

 
Y/e 

31.3.07 
  

ACCUMULATED FUNDS 
    

19154  Balance as at 1.4.07 
Plus Excess Income over Expenditure 
Less loss on revaluation of shares 

   19153.53 
201.18 
248.20 

      $19106.51 

       

  THESE FUNDS ARE REPRESENTED BY     

200  Office Equipment 
Less Depreciation for Year 

199.80 
39.90 

 
159.90 

  

41  Fax Machine 
Less Depreciation for Year 

41.50 
12.50 

 
29.00 

  

2350  Computer 
Less Depreciation for Year 

2350.00 
940.00 

 
1410.00 

  

359  Shed  
Less Depreciation for Year 

358.75 
53.80 

 
304.95 

  

  Emergency Beacon (cost) 
Less Depreciation for Year 

799.00 
176.00 

 
623.00 

  
2526.85 

       

  INVESTMENTS     

10882 
1460 

 Term Deposit with Westpac Trust 
Shares in Sandford Ltd 

 11276.25 
1211.80 

  
12488.05 

       

  CURRENT ASSETS     

1472 
1313 
200 
438 
565 

 Westpac Trust Savings Account 
Westpac Trust Bank Account 
Subscriptions in Arrears 
Sundry Debtors 
Stock 

 1668.51 
1584.67 
180.00 
913.33 
605.00 

  
 
 
 

4951.51 

$19470  TOTAL ASSETS    $19966.41 
 

  LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES     

156 
160 

 Subscriptions in Advance 
Sundry Creditors 

 207.00 
652.90 

  
859.90 

$19154 
 NET ASSETS    $19106.51 

190  Computer and Printer (sold during year)     
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N.Z. SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION  (INC) 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2008 

 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 

1. General Accounting Policies 

 The general accounting principles as recommended by the N.Z. Society of 
 Accountants for measurement and reporting of income and expenditure on an 
 historical cost basis have been applied. 
 

2. Particular Accounting Policies 

 The following particular accounting principles which materially affect the 
 measurement of profit or the financial position have been applied - 
 

(i) Depreciation has been charged at 20% on the written down value of office 
equipment, 40% on the written down value of the computer and printer, 
30% on the written down value of  the fax machine, 15% on the written 
down value of the storage shed and 33% on the written down value of the 
Emergency Beacon.  

(ii) Subscription Debtors - included at amount expected to realise of  $180. 

(iii) Shares owned in Sanford Ltd. have been included at market price. 
 

3. Changes in Accounting Policies 

 There have been no changes in accounting policies that have a material 
 affect in the current year or may have a material effect in subsequent years.    
 
  

AUDITOR’S REPORT TO MEMBERS 

I have obtained all the explanations and information I have required.   In my opinion, 
proper books of account have been kept by the Association insofar as appears from my 
examination of those books.   In my opinion, according to the best of my information and 
the explanations given to me and as shown by the books, the accounts, Balance Sheet 
and Income & Expenditure Account are properly drawn up and give the information 
required by the Incorporated Societies Act 1908.   The Balance Sheet and Income & 
Expenditure Account give a true and fair view of the state of the Association’s affairs as 
at 31 March 2008 and of the operation of the Association for the year. 
 

Christchurch     T.G. HAYES C.A (Retired) 

19 April 2008 
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MINUTES OF THE 34th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

NEW ZEALAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION (INC) 

 

Held at the Canterbury Horticultural Society Hall, Hagley Park,  

Christchurch on Tuesday 15 May 2007 at 7.30 pm 

 

PRESENT 

53 members and invitees were present at the meeting, chaired by President 
Neville (Tim) Ellis 

APOLOGIES 

Apologies received from John Healy, Wayne Eastwick, James Parbery, Ron 
Dougherty, Brian Dungey, Tony Humphreys, Ron Tinker, Olive Tinker, Jules 
and Rosalie Snoyink, Alan Waters, Bill Harland, Garth Taylor, Paul Hodgson, 
Stephen Price, John Thompson and Steve Smith.  Resolved on the motion of Alf 
Long, seconded by Ken Paterson, that these apologies be accepted. 

REMEMBRANCE 

The meeting stood in silence in remembrance of members Bill Badland and P L 
Molineaux who had died during the year. 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the 33rd Annual General Meeting of the New Zealand Salmon 
Anglers Association (Incorporated) held on 16 May 2006, as circulated to all 
members, were approved and adopted as a correct record on the motion of Jim 
Chisholm, seconded Ron Stuart.  Carried. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Tim Ellis moved that the President’s Report for the year ended 31 March 2007 
(copy attached and circulated to all members), be adopted.   

As this was his final year as President, Tim took the opportunity to record his 
appreciation of the support he had received from the Committee and members of 
the Association during his term of office.  He said he had received enjoyment 
and satisfaction in advocating on behalf of NZSAA, particularly on the water 
issues that were currently affecting our South Island rivers, and there was still a 
lot of work to be done in this area.   

The motion to adopt the report was seconded by Dave Leigh and, there being no 
further discussion, was carried. 
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FINANCIAL AND AUDITOR’S REPORTS  

In presenting the financial report, accounts and balance sheet (as attached), 
Honorary Auditor, Trevor Hayes, noted that there had been an excess of 
expenditure over income of $1606.  These accounts included the purchase cost of 
further Scotty Boxes which had been partly offset by members’ donations. A 
new computer purchased at the end of the financial year was another significant 
expense.  Trevor said that NZSAA was still in good heart financially with 
investment funds.  On the motion of Trevor Hayes, seconded by Athol Price, it 
was resolved that the financial report, accounts and balance sheet as presented 
and audited for the year ended 31 March 2007 be received. The Chairman 
extended a vote of thanks to Trevor for again undertaking the audit. 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Jason Holland, Environment Officer, Fish & Game North Canterbury  

Jason explained his role as Environment Officer and his current work on the 
submissions on resource consents and other work affecting the Region, including 
Central Plains Water, Hurunui dam proposal and draft Water Conservation 
Order. He said that he had also been invited onto the Government’s Sustainable 
Water Action Group. Because of the workload on surface water take matters, 
Jason was unable to monitor discharges of stormwater to local streams and 
rivers.  He expressed appreciation of the good liaison with NZSAA on these 
matters and especially Ron Dougherty for his vigilance on the Heathcote River. 

The Chairman thanked Jason for addressing the members. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

The following were nominated and duly declared elected: 

    Moved /Seconded 

Patron: Doug Roy T Ellis/A Price 

President: Ron Stuart T Ellis/F Roy 

Immediate Past President Tim Ellis   

Vice Presidents: Ron Dougherty 

Ken Paterson 

T Ellis/P Ball 
R Stuart/A Long 

Committee: Brian Foley, John Healy 

Dennis Long, Alf Long, 

Athol Price, Phil Ball   

and James Parbery  

  
  
T Ellis/K Paterson 
  

Secretary-Treasurer Pam Ellis T Ellis/W Windelburn 

Honorary Auditor: Trevor Hayes W Windelburn/R Stuart 
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NZSAA FISHING COMPETITION 

The Chairman advised that 23 entries had been received (list appended to the 
minutes).  The winners were presented with trophies and a $50 voucher from 
Fisherman’s Loft as follows: 

Aquarius Cup for Heaviest Salmon Overall:   
Dirk Barr of Rolleston, 9.810 kg salmon, Rakaia River (Dobbins Ford), 10.3.07. 

Alty Roscoe Memorial for Biggest Fish Rakaia:   
Clarrie Wright of Christchurch, 7.340 kg salmon, Rakaia River (Sleemans 
Road), 9.3.07 

Cromb & Merritt Trophy for Heaviest Salmon Waimakairi:   
Dave Bashford of Brooklands, 8.5 kg salmon, Lower Waimakariri River, 23.3.07 

Lucky Draw from Remainder of Entries:  
David Turner of Christchurch, 6.5 kg salmon, Rakaia Gorge, 8.3.07 

Thanks were extended to Fisherman’s Loft for donation of the winners’ 
vouchers. 

ATHOL PRICE PLAQUE 

Athol Price announced that John Hodgson was this year’s recipient of the Athol 
Price Plaque for outstanding service to the salmon sports fishery.  

Athol said that after the production of the report on the second year of Scotty 
Box ova planting, a sub committee was formed to organise and supervise the ova 
planting programme for future activities.  As part of this programme the NZSAA 
Committee appointed John Hodgson as the official keeper of the records which 
would ensure an accurate benchmark for future reference.   

John’s enthusiasm for record keeping and the ova planting programme had seen 
him travelling many hundreds of kilometres to look for suitable spawning 
streams and to talk to farm managers and land owners to encourage their input 
into our programme and allow access to streams.  He kept detailed and copious 
records of the Scotty Box placements, recovery and hatch rate numbers.  Tedious 
work to some of us, but diligently undertaken by John to give accurate and 
meaningful records for the future. 

John Hodgson had been a very active member in all of his 28 years of NZSAA 
membership. Athol said he was an example to some of our younger members.  
With more like him, the work of Edgar Russ, Doug Roy and all the other 
volunteers at Montrose would be much easier.  John was always available to help 
and was absolutely reliable. He actively promoted the sports fishery by attending 
meetings and making submissions both oral and written on the rivers where fish 
were to be found and where water consent applications may affect the fishery. 
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A salmon fisherman for 45 years, John was now 78 years of age. Athol said he 
had spent many hours fishing with John and thanked him for his mighty 
contribution to the salmon sports fishery.  Athol then presented the Athol Price 
Plaque to John Hodgson for the 2006-07 year. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Tim Ellis said he was honoured to propose John Healy for Life Membership of 
NZSAA.  He noted that John had been a member for 28 years, joining in 1981, 
was appointed to the Committee in 1982 and had been there ever since.  John 
was a self-appointed watchdog on activities on and around the rivers and had 
been specially involved with stream improvement work.  Life membership was a 
fitting acknowledgement of John’s long service to NZSAA. 

The motion was seconded by Dave Leigh and carried by acclamation. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Proposed Anglers Regulations 2007-08 

The meeting was informed of the following matters raised by Fish & Game: 

1. Shortening the salmon season until the end of March to allow better 
spawning fish escapement. 

2. Continued closure of six major salmon spawning streams for angling in 
the coming season in an attempt to prevent didymo infestation spreading. 

3. Closure for fishing all the waters illegally stocked with coarse fish in last 
several years (wetland restoration area in Ferrymead; fishing lakes at 
Clearwater Resort; and recreational lakes at the Groynes). 

Members were asked to consider a draft submission, prepared by the NZSAA 
Committee, to be forwarded to the Angling Regulations Working Party Meeting 
on 6 June 2007.  A copy of the submission is attached to these minutes.  
Discussion and decisions were as follows: 

1. Shortened Salmon Season:  Agreed to support the shortening of the 
salmon season to the end of March to allow better spawning fish 
escapement. 

2. Discussion was held on the Committee’s suggestion to introduce the 
salmon tag system as a means of limiting large catches.  Noted that 
NZSAA made a similar submission to F&G in 2002 when it was rejected 
“due to expense, but other methods of managing season bag limit were to 
be investigated.”  There was limited support for this proposal from 
members at the meeting but there was agreement that steps should be 
taken to discourage large seasonal catches. 
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 MURRAY SPIERS 

 
♦  26 Years Experience 
♦ Personal Service 
♦ Prompt Attention 
♦ Guaranteed Workmanship 
 
Contact:  Murray  027 221 3134     383 2093 A/H    

Washers 
Dryers 
Refrigeration 
Dishwashers 
Ovens 
Cookers 
Freezers 

HEALTH & SAFETY SYSTEMS LTD 

LEIGH TOBECK 

Health and Safety Consultant 

 

AND fisherman 

Phone   03 313 9114 or 0274 365 972 

www.healthandsafetysystems.co.nz 
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3. Spawning Streams Closure:   Agreed to support the continued closure for 
angling of six major salmon spawning streams to try to prevent further 
didymo infestation. Further, it was agreed to recommend that the salmon 
season be closed after 31 March above the Rakaia, Waimakariri and 
Hurunui gorges and Waiau River above the Hanmer bridge. 

4. Montrose Stream Confluence:  Agreed to recommend that there be no 
fishing 100 metres each side of the Montrose Stream at the confluence 
with the Rakaia River and that this be formalised by gazettal. 

5. Coarse Fishing:  Agreed to convey NZSAA’s concern that the closing for 
fishing of the recreational lakes at the Groynes would prevent junior 
fishing, particularly the Take a Kid fishing event.  Fish & Game to be 
asked to take action to eliminate coarse fish from the illegally stocked 
areas. 

Montrose Hatchery Update 

Doug Roy reported on recent activities at Montrose.  To date 7 batches totalling 
365,000 eggs from 135 Montrose and Silverstream hens had been put out for 
hatching at Montrose.  Doug extended thanks to all who had helped with the 
stripping of salmon but emphasised that more help was needed for further 
stripping and ova planting.   

Acknowledgements and Close of Meeting 

Tim Ellis thanked members for their attendance and asked them to encourage 
their friends and fellow anglers to join NZSAA.   

In closing the meeting, the Chairman thanked the raffle prize sponsors, Peet 
Shoedryer Company, Wondercast, Anglers Warehouse, Parklands Tavern, 
Hammills, Smiths City, Ballingers, Tony’s Tyre Service, Fisherman’s Loft, The 
Mighty Bakery. 

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m and was followed by supper and raffle draws. 

Results of the $2 raffle were as follows: 

1st: No. 247 Steve Strathan (Electric Wader Dryer donated by Peet Shoedryer Co) 
2nd: No. 241 J Strathan (Kilwell Saffire 2-piece salmon rod donated by Ballingers) 
3rd: No. 134 Roy Family (Stoney Creek showerproof jacket donated by Hammills) 
 

Signed as a correct record:………………………Chairman            20 May 2008 
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 OPEN SEVEN DAYS 

173 Montreal Street, PO Box 8475, Christchurch, New Zealand 

Phone (03) 366 7445 Fax (03) 366 3918 

Jeremy Burke will be well known to Canterbury 

anglers through his passion for fishing and the 

positions he has held in other prominent 

Christchurch retail stores. Now he complements 

his expertise with the buying power & focus on 

quality that all Hunting & Fishing 

NEWZEALANDTM staff bring to this franchise. 

Catch Jeremy at Ballingers – Christchurch. 

BALLINGERS 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WESTLAND 
Lake Kaniere via Hokitika      Jackson Bay via Haast 

Bruce Bay: Half-hour Drive South of Fox Glacier 

All baches self-contained with pots/pans, cutlery, power, shower, fridge, washing 
machine and freezer (except Kaniere, no freezer).  All  baches sleep 8 people. 

You  need to supply all disposable items including wood and coal for the Yunka 
fire (except Kaniere, electric heating), sheets, pillowcases, sleeping bags, etc.  
On leaving, a clean and  tidy bach would be appreciated for the next people. 
 
Rates: Kaniere:  $70 per night up to 4 people.  $20 per person above this.

  Bruce Bay & Jackson Bay:   $65 per night 

For more information and bookings you can call: 
The Hokitika Angling Club 
C/o Hokitika Cycles & Sportsworld 

Phone 03 755 8662 (shop hours) 
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Salmon Fishing with Superlines -  

In Defence of Braid 

by  Jerry Walton 

 
The article by NZSAA President, Ron Stuart, gives braid a thumbs down for 
salmon fishing, but I would like to put another point of view. 

Ten years ago I spooled up with braid using 50lb breaking strain for the Waitaki 
and 30lb for the Rangitata.  Up until then Maxima nylon had stood me in good 
stead but this line is quite thick, needing heavy lures to get down. 

Braid took quite a bit of getting used to and you have to use the recommended 
special knots to tie on your lure and join nylon to braid.  Also you need to 
shorten your line by a small amount if you get fraying at the end, just like you 
have to with nylon. 

After 10 years I have formed some very definite views about nylon versus braid.  
Unlike Ron, I have not had unexplained breakages and this line is very strong.  It 
is much more sensitive than nylon and on occasions I have detected a missed 
take which gives confidence that salmon are about. 

The thin diameter of braid means you can use smaller rods and lighter lures 
which is an advantage in clear low water conditions when salmon get spooky. 

Also you can use braid to fish trout lures knowing that you could hold a bigger 
fish like a salmon or sea trout should you tangle with one. 

I do not always use braid because, as Ron says, other anglers do not like tangling 
with the stuff.  In the surf and at river mouths I use nylon, either my old faithful 
Maxima or the newer, fine diameter nylons.  I find fine diameter nylon needs 
special knots also. 

So, in conclusion, I believe braid does have a place for salmon fishing but it is 
not a panacea. 

 

Jerry Walton 

Dunedin 
6 April 2008 
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Salmon Fever –  

By Neil Fraser 

 

Text received 7:45 Monday 10 March – “limt bag @ b hle by 7:15 16 & 20lber 

@ b on old yellr.” Next day, alarm set for 5:15, on the river at daybreak at the 
secretive b. Not yet even enough light to accurately tie on a lucky zed spinner. 
Cast out into the dim light, listening for the splash of the spinner as it plops on 
the water, gently thumbing the overhead reel so as not to get an overrun resulting 
in  a huge birds nest, not what you want to deal with in the early morning light. 
25 minutes later and that distinctive feel of the line tightening and stopping – 
“fish on”. A short, but adrenaline pumping time later, a 16 pounder is netted out 
by the sender of yesterday’s text, number two for the season, although the last 
was a month ago.  

A few more casts, then the train over the bridge, must be about 7:30, better get 
going, work calls, fish in the bin, will have to do away with the first lesson of the 
day, impromptu lesson is in the bin.  

Text received - “12 @ bklnds, 4 @ k top of tde.” Staff meeting! Fishing! Staff 
meeting!! Fishing!! Hurry up staff, we have a staff meeting, let’s get started. The 
sooner we start, the sooner we finish. What’s on the agenda? OK lets deal with 
that, what else? Done, anyone else got anything they need discussing? No, must 
go, have a meeting – at the river.  

Salmon everywhere, hooked to my left, hooked to my right, but this was not to 
be a lucky day for me. Can’t be lucky  everyday. As the sender of the texts says, 
“You don’t catch Salmon, they choose you” and today, none chose me. 
Tomorrow is another day, perhaps one will choose me.  

Alarm set again for the early hours, wife complaining about cell phone alarms at 
that time of the morning. Must be cooler this morning, truck won’t start. Transfer 
gear to car, down to the river before first light. It is cooler, cold hands. What is 
wrong with me - of all those salmon today, none chose me. Can’t go tonight, 
goal setting interviews, work calls. Tomorrow is another day.  

Text message – “R U fshng I slpt in.”  Reply – “me 2.”  Too many early 
mornings soon catch up with you.  Why do they have good tides so early? 

Principal’s report! Fishing! Principal’s report!! Fishing!! What a choice, I can’t 
make up my mind. Oh alright, Principal’s report. Reply to Text – “Yea 20 pls @ 

k aftr 2.30 3 on @ a tme 4 @ b I got 12lber b @ K in am.”  New text: “u fishn 

latr b good aftr 6 @ k?”  OK,  Principal’s report can wait - that fish with my 
name, waiting to choose me, might be looking for me.  What will it do if I am 
not there? It wasn’t there waiting for me. 
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Have to take a group of children to QEII today to compete in a competition. No 
early morning fish.  Hope that one who wants to choose me hasn’t snuck past. 
Tennis at 6pm to make up a rained out day. Not much time left for fishing. If I 
take all my fishing gear, tennis gear and things needed for QEII with me, I can 
go straight from town and get a couple of hours in before tennis. 

What a great decision, today was the day one chose me. 30 pounds of silver, 
fresh into the river, chose me. Not just a salmon, but the fish of a lifetime. 
Another fish on Sunday, made it three for the week. The salmon were certainly 
running.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salmon fever, it’s hard to resist. This year has seen the biggest run of salmon 
back to our rivers for maybe 20 years. The fish are in great condition and there 
are many that exceed the 20 pound mark. On some days, there have been up to 
100 salmon caught between the mouth and Macintosh’s hole. 30 fish a day is not 
unusual at the mouth of the Waimakariri, as this is what it has produced over the 
past fortnight or so. 

It has been great to see young kids catch their first fish.  A 12 year old girl 
landing a 21 pounder was greeted with cheers from the regular fishers. Sports 
shops must be doing a roaring trade as many, new to the sport, try their luck, 
some clad in bare feet and shorts or gumboots filling with water. All are hoping 
that salmon with their name on, will choose them. If so, they will no doubt be 
struck twice – once by the fish on the lure and secondly by salmon fever. 

Neil Fraser 
April 2008 

 

Neil’s 30lb“fish of a lifetime” 
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Waimakariri 2008 River Queens 

We've had a "King of The River" but nothing beats our three "Waimakariri 2008 
River Queens" - Princess Pat, Lady Di and Baroness Brenda - all with success on 
the same day. But that's not all:  for the season to mid March, Diane had bagged 
6 salmon, Pat 5 beauties and Brenda 6. 

Boy o boy (sorry, your Highnesses) what a great effort and the envy of every 
male angler on the River. Put this on the record sheet, between them well 
over 100kg of pure Protein and Omega 3 of orange flesh and each one a fighter 
expertly played and landed by our "River Royalty". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We asked our royalty some questions and, in no particular order of response, 
here are the answers: 

Q: What got you girls into salmon fishing? 

A: Our husbands fished and soon as we got the kids off our hands we wanted 

 to be  with our men but, fish apart, bloody independence, avoid the 

 vacuuming, eat our own cut lunch too. 

Q: What do your partners think of you beating them on getting a fish? 

A: Often have to sleep alone, thrilled we’ve got a fish but secretly pissed off 

we are leading - that’s my girl, goddam another one I’ve gotta clean. 

Q: At the Beach there is no Throne (dunny) for your Royalty.  Men can sneak 
 behind a truck (4WD) for quick relief.  How do your Highnesses get on? 
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A: We’ve gotta walk miles back to the Camp or just hang on, or open two car 

 doors and do a quick squat, pretend I’m doing up by bootlaces. 

 When asked if they had ever tried the funnel and tube trick, it was met 
 with  squeals of laughter and “You can’t print that - ooh! what would 
 people think?” 

Q: What’s the best thing about being a Salmon Fisherwoman? 

A: Being out in the fresh air, enjoying great company and heaps of friends, 

 and most of all pissing off all those fells that don’t get FISH!! 

What three great Ladies and if you think it's a breeze being successful like 
them think again as they put the hours in, know how to read the water and 
attract great company dressed up in their waders, jackets, fashion designer 
hats and tooled up with the most advanced fishing technology. Great one 
girls, do it all again and again and again and be the inspiration to your 
grandchildren. (That's my Nan or Gran.)  At school next week can be heard “Hey 
my Granny got another couple of salmon - wow she's just great.” 
Patricia is a member of NZ Salmon Anglers and with her husband Neil they 
are great supporters/volunteers of the salmon enhancement and replacement 
programme.  

What's the answer to their success "Persistence and Patience" 
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