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PRESIDENT’S
EDITORIAL
The salmon breeding season to date
has seen exceptionally heavy rainfalls
during May which, in some instances,
have caused severe flooding in the
hydra waters or high country salmon
spawning streams, with suspected
effects of washing out spawn seeded
redds and causing major losses to the
natural process of replacements. To a
degree and through the efforts of Dirk
Barr and a group of enthusiastic
volunteers some strategic gathering of
ova has taken place and our
enhancement programme has been
enriched with an abundance of
hatchery raised ova for planting out or
growing on at Montrose.
We have also been blessed with
assistance from other hatcheries:
Silverstream donated nearly 30,000
56gm fry for growing on to release
into the Waimak system in July. (We
had to manually shift them to another
raceway and it was 158 bucket trips
each 10kg with approx total weight of
1.5 tonnes). Then there is Tentburn
with offers of surplus ova most
suitable for our river raising
situations. And now McKinnons
Creek at the Rangitata is coming into
abundant production and able to
donate ova/fry back to our region. We
are most fortunate that the good

services of Fish & Game, in
cooperation with groups like ours,
and the generosity of commercial
hatcheries, is all leading to ongoing
health of our fishery. Most hatcheries
reported record/excellent salmon
returns this season. Both Silverstream
and Montrose had in excess of 400
adult salmon return to their hatcheries
I say now loud and clear that if there
is any criticism of the work being put
into the health of our fishery, it is
totally misguided and you must view
such speakers with suspicious
agendas, as I have witnessed
countless efforts of genuine people
working tirelessly towards the
achievement of a near as possible
perfect goal, often at personal
sacrifice. In saying this I accept we all
want better results and this effort will
work towards excellence.
We have a number of options with the
ova planting programme this year
developing expertise within those
options (sometimes through trial and
error), which include:
Scotty Boxes - Known and proven
high spawning success, but labour
intensive and require building stream
weirs, although Rakaia Promotions
has developed holding stream boxes
which we are keen to try.
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RUSSI - Remote unattended salmon
spawning incubators. A great system
capable of high volume ova seeding
and low labour input, with moderate
to good results.
Barrel Planting – An option to deal
with any ova surplus, reasonable
results and probably better than
natural spawning because we are
starting with fertilised ova.
SSI – Streamside Incubator. A totally
new concept to our waters but tried
with success overseas. This cabinet is
placed alongside a suitable stream. It
is a converted fridge body with
plumbing to circulate water gathered
from the stream, filtered and put
through the cabinet. Ova can be
planted in Scotty Boxes or placed
amongst stones/rocks. When hatched
and ready the fry can find their way
out and into the stream/river system.
Looks a great option, is clean and
easy to service.
Hatchery raised ova to grow to smolt
size of 1–1.5gms and released in high
country waters, where they will
imprint for later returns. This
necessitates transfer by fish tankers at
the appropriate time.
The total of salmon ova gathered and
planted out throughout our region this
season, will total close to a million.
This also includes batches that have
been raised to smolt or fry release in a
hatchery. That’s a great result in my
opinion and is due to some really
good work and utmost dedication,
deserving a great big thanks to all
who stepped up and did their stuff.
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Reports have filtered back scoring
another good AGM meeting which
was well attended and we were
pleased to gain two new committee
members with the appointment of
Warren Mackie and Eddie Bassett.
The greatest highlight was the
appointment of our new Secretary/
Treasurer Heather Saunders, which
has given great support and allows
Pam Ellis to concentrate on
Newsletter publications once again.
Outside of the committee we have
two prominent members doing
valuable work as extended family, so
to speak, in John Hodgson with the
RUSSI boxes and Ken Paterson with
field operations and support.
We are gathering strength and
membership is holding up with new
applications coming through.
Guest speaker at the AGM was Bill
Southward who spoke on the ponding
effects of the Rakaia Lagoon that
caused flooding of properties at the
North Rakaia Huts.
The method of contacting volunteers
by email is proving popular and
allows us to get information out on a
regular basis. If you are on email at
home or work please let me have your
address so I can add you to my
circulation list. (Email your address to
cqurityron@xtra.co.nz). Emailing
members for volunteer work takes
only a matter of minutes, whereas
phoning takes hours by a number of
people and at present our list of
phoners is limited to two people.

During May we had the privilege of
participating in a visit from Canada of
Don MacKinley, an expert scientist on
salmon enhancement programmes, to
view our hatchery operations and get
first hand information on our
enhancement programmes. He comes
from a budget of around $30 million
per annum, a volunteer group of some
10,000 and yet Canada represents
about 10% of the world salmon
market. Huge eh, but the biggest
surprise was Japan with around 70%
of the world market.
Our operations would not make a
mark on a freckle of the overall
scheme but the relative importance is
so significant to the scheme of things
here in Aoteroa.
New Zealand Salmon Anglers
Association made a contribution
towards the cost of this sponsored trip
because we saw it as so important to
get confirmation of the way we were
doing things and to support Fish &
Game in the projected future habits of
our best salmon enhancement options.
One of MacKinley’s key findings was
that the stock accessing high country
streams had the most detrimental
effect on the spawning salmon and
their offspring. Stock includes sheep,
cattle and deer. Sheep for example
remove stop bank overhang cover that
provides shelter for smolt.
MacKinley is also keen on hatchery
raising ova and releasing them as
smolt around 1–1.5gms in high
country streams, which gives a degree
more control over ova planting.

New season licensing regulations
indications are an increase around the
GDP figure of 3–4%. The pressure
nationwide is the increasing cost of
advocacy services for resource or
environmental matters and the legal
system is so flush with work there are
no discounts on offer.
Fishing regulations look to remain the
status quo as for previous seasons and
suggested early closure of sections of
the river would seem not to give any
substantial relief to salmon spawning
returns. The white post restrictions
still apply for end of February.
Approval has been received to run a
Salmon Fishing Competition on the
Waimakariri this coming season
which will give anglers a chance of
competition entry for areas below the
main road bridge, McIntosh’s and
both sides of the mouth. Keep your
diary open for Saturday 6 March
2010. We will be seeking sponsors
and a planned prizegiving and social
function will take place at the end of
the day.
Planning is well underway for a
wheelchair fishing platform and
carpark facility at McIntosh’s. Our
next move is to get permit and
resource consent, then move into
sponsored fund raising. This will be a
unique facility for people confined to
wheelchairs and will enable complete
independence and equal angling
opportunities with able fishermen. It
is not a facility for disabled
fishermen, as a person that can walk
can bank fish like any other.
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The response from interested parties
and local authorities has been
encouraging but it is no surprise that
red tape is likely to bind us up on the
way to obtaining the necessary
permits.
You can help all the work being done
by your association by continuing to
encourage new membership. We
only represent a small percentage of
licence holders and yet the work we
do is very much proportionally higher
and of all fishing clubs we are the
most pro-active in the protection of
the fishery and enhancement of our
represented species.
Ron Stuart
President

Stop Press
MONTROSE OPEN DAY has
again been postponed because of
weather conditions. It will now be
held on Sunday 19 July when 60,000
salmon smolt will be released into
the Rakaia River. Those wishing to
attend should meet at the Yaldhurst
Pub car park at 9am on the Sunday
morning. Fish & Game will supply a
BBQ lunch and drinks. If you want
to make your own way to Montrose,
head south a few kilometres from the
Rakaia Gorge Bridge on SH72 and
turn right at the first road, Blackford
Road. Head up Blackford Road for
approximately 6km and you will see
a Fish & Game and NZSAA banner
on the Montrose gate on your
right. Postponement, if again
necessary, will be announced on
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Rangitata
Hatchery Field
Trip
Next Saturday
18 July 2009
Next Saturday 18 July we have
arranged a trip to view the success
of the Rangitata Hatchery at
McKinnons Creek. This Hatchery
has generated considerable interest
and will play an important role in
the future of the salmon fishery.
All members are invited to come on
the trip. We will meet at the
Yaldhurst Pub car park at 8.30 am
and arrange shared transport in
volunteer vehicles for which fuel
costs will be supported by NZSAA.
So that we can plan for the numbers
coming, we ask you to register by
email or phone to one of the
following:
Ron Stuart: cqurityron@xtra.co.nz
Phone 358 9082
or
Pam Ellis npellis@paradise.net.nz
Phone 383 0900

New Secretary and Committee Members
We are delighted to welcome the following to the NZSAA Committee. The full
list of officers and committee elected at the 2009 AGM is on the inside cover
page.

Heather Saunders
Secretary-Treasurer
Comes from a family of salmon
anglers, but not one herself so won’t
be distracted by the call of the river!

Eddie Bassett
Committee member
Resident at Kairaki Beach and keen
salmon angler in the Waimak.

Warren Mackie
Committee member
Rakaia River is his favourite salmon
fishing patch. Stalwart volunteer always there to help with salmon
enhancement projects.
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2008-09 Salmon Fishing Competition Results
The Annual Salmon Fishing Competition attracted 15 entries, which was exactly the
same as last year. However the weights of the competition salmon were significantly
lighter than the previous year. Trophies and $50 vouchers from Fisherman’s Loft were
presented to the winners at the AGM on 19 May 2009, as follows:
Heaviest Salmon Overall - Aquarius Trophy
Ken Paterson of Christchurch
7.075 kg salmon from the Rakaia River near SH1 on 17.3.09
Heaviest Salmon Waimakariri - Fisherman’s Loft Trophy
Peter Robinson of Brooklands
6.765 kg salmon from the Waimakariri River mouth on 20.1.09
Heaviest Salmon Rakaia - Alty Roscoe Memorial Trophy
Les Cornelius of Leeston
6.940 kg salmon, 2km upstream from mouth of the Rakaia River on 28.1.09
Lucky Draws - Fisherman’s Loft Voucher
Keith Gallagher of Woodend
4.753 kg salmon from the Waimakariri River, above SH1 bridge, on 14.3.09
John Hodgson of Christchurch
4.980 kg salmon from the Waimakariri River mouth on 26.3.09

Ken Paterson
receiving the Aquarius
Trophy for Heaviest
Salmon Overall
from Patron Athol Price
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We thank Fisherman’s Loft for again donating the prize vouchers for this
competition. The other entries received were as follows:
Angler
Clarrie Wright
Ken Paterson
Neil Hartland
Keith Gallagher
Garry Smith
Rex Gibson
Ron Stuart
Les Cornelius
Rex Gibson
Graham Long

Salmon Weight
6.666 kg
6.530 kg
6.165 kg
5.974 kg
5.926 kg
5.290 kg
5.200 kg
4.860 kg
4.780 kg
4.000 kg

Peter Robinson
receiving the
Fisherman’s Loft Trophy for
Heaviest Salmon Waimakariri River

River
Rakaia, Steeles Rd
Waimakariri Gorge
Waimakariri Mouth
Waimakariri
Waimakariri
Waitaki at Kurow
Waimakariri Mouth
Rakaia
Hurunui, Upper
Rangitata Mouth

Date
Caught
29.1.09
11.3.09
24.1.09
15.3.09
15.2.09
18.3.09
22.3.09
28.1.09
20.3.09
17.1.09

Les Cornelius
receiving the
Alty Roscoe Memorial Trophy for
Heaviest Salmon Rakaia River
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Life Membership Awards
In recognition of long and distinguished service to NZSAA, Doug Roy and Pam Ellis
were awarded Life Memberships at the AGM on 19 May.

Doug Roy has been an office-holder and
a tireless volunteer worker on the
recovery and enhancement of the salmon
fishery over the past 30 years.
He joined in 1979 and was elected to the
Committee in 1987. Doug was elected
Patron of NZSAA in 1996 and held this
office until 2007.
Doug’s portfolio responsibilities have
been varied including water right consent
issues, particularly on the Waimakariri,
ova planting, Montrose hatchery and
newsletter production. The Waimakariri
River is an area dear to Doug’s heart and
he continues to take an active interest in
any matter affecting the health of the river
and the salmon fishery.
Doug has been associated with Montrose
since its establishment being particularly
involved with the maintenance of the
automated feeding and hatching systems
and keeping meticulous records of salmon
ova production and raising of salmon for
release. Doug has been an enthusiastic
promoter and participant in the
Association’s other efforts to restore the
salmon fishery in our rivers through
stream improvement works and ova
planting.
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Pam Ellis can’t remember when she
joined NZSAA and the records are silent
on this. She can however remember
attending the huge public meeting in the
old Horticultural Hall when the Rakaia
Water Conservation Order was being
fought in the late 1980s so her salmon
interest has been around for quite a while.
Pam was appointed Secretary-Treasurer
to NZSAA in 2001. This was somewhat
a baptism by fire as husband Tim was
Vice President and soon to be President
so the Ellis household was increasingly
focussed on salmon affairs, often to the
detriment of fishing days at Rakaia.
Later in 2005, without a newsletter editor,
Pam took on this task “on a temporary
basis”. Like a lot of temporary
appointments, this became permanent.
With the appointment of a new SecretaryTreasurer, this arrangement will continue
with newsletters being produced on a two
-monthly basis.

Always an outdoor person, Pam has
participated in NZSAAs ova planting
programme, stream maintenance and
Montrose tasks.

Athol Price Plaque
The 2009 recipient of the Athol Price Plaque for outstanding service to the
salmon fishery is Alan Brooks.
Alan was brought up on the Rangitata River and has extensively studied the
salmon and trout habitat and fishery. He is a Past President of NZSAA’s South
Canterbury Branch and has worked tirelessly for the improvement of fishing in
both north and south Canterbury.
In the most recent years, Alan was the prime mover in establishing the Salmon
Enhancement Trust which has successfully revived the salmon hatchery at
McKinnons Creek on the Rangitata River. This project was not without
opposition and many difficulties but Alan persevered in putting together a
successful and financially sound organisation with a team of enthusiasts to run
the hatchery operation.
NZSAA is pleased to recognise Alan’s vision and leadership and outstanding
service to the salmon fishery.

Alan Brooks receiving the Plaque from Patron, Athol Price,
at the AGM
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Fish & Game News
Salmon Monitoring
Aerial salmon spawning counts are ongoing and a report will be available for the
August Council meeting. The Didson sonar fish counter is still operating in the
Hydra Waters and the data will be analysed by Cawthron in two weeks once the
salmon spawning run has finished. Considerable Staff time has been involved
with the manning and logistics of manning the operation.
Lake Coleridge Chinook Salmon
New Zealand King Salmon donated 300,000 salmon fry which were surplus
stock at their Tentburn hatchery. These were released into Lake Coleridge
tributaries. A planned survey of Lake Coleridge Chinook salmon spawning
could not be completed owing to the Hennah Stream and Ryton River being
discoloured by recent heavy rains.
Junior Fisheries
Silverstream hatchery donated 1,000 x 300g salmon which were released into the
Groynes Lakes.
Resource Consents
Central Plains Water
The commissioners have released a minute saying that they are likely to decline
the storage component of the scheme. However they are giving CPW the
opportunity to come back with a modified scheme that does not include the
damming component. The hearing will reconvene on the 5 October 2009.
Hurunui Water Project
The HWP are making the final consultations and preparations for the resource
consent application to dam the South Branch and construct a weir on Lake
Sumner. It is hoped that the decision on the Conservation Order will stop any
lodgement of a consent application.
Hurunui Water Conservation Order
The hearing concluded in mid May with an unchallenged closing from Fish &
Game. The Tribunal has conducted a two day site visit looking at both the North
and South Branches and the Lakes. Staff are feeling confident about the decision
as a large bulk of F&G evidence was uncontested by the opposition.
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Local Plans
Staff presented submissions at two hearings of importance to F&G at ECan for
the Natural Resources Regional Plan (NRRP). The hearings involved
amendments to policies and rules for stock access to waterways and water
quality parameters. The amendments proposed are positive with stock planning
to be excluded from most waterways. F&G put a submission forward in strong
support of the amendments, but there is a lot of opposition to the new rules as
they could be quite onerous on landowners. However we think ECan is finally
starting to realise the need to exclude stock to met their requirements for water
quality standards and fulfil their obligations under section 7h of the RMA: to
protect trout and salmon habitat
ECan staff were very helpful with information for F&G’s submission and Don
MacKinlay’s letter regarding the degradation of our salmon spawning sites was
also presented.
Canterbury Water Management Strategy (CWMS)
Staff submitted on the CWMS. F&G strongly believes that the option C of the
CWMS is the best way forward as it addresses issues such as over-allocation and
suggests reconfiguration that could include claw back of consents to take
water. The agricultural industry is strongly advocating for Option D which
involves an increase in infrastructure and development including damming for
storage.

359 Lincoln Road, Christchurch
Phone (03) 338 3131 Fax (03) 338 3535
Email: info@fishermansloft.co.nz
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NZ Federation of Freshwater Anglers oppose Fish &
Game court action for High Country Access
May 5 2009
Recent publicity through The Press
highlighted F&G’s court action
against High Country farmers for
closing access for fishing through
their land (owned/leased) for the
purpose of getting to lakes or rivers.
Some have criticised the High Court
action, their reasons being:
•
Media attacks tend to draw
negative response.
•
High Court action may only serve
to widen the “rift” between
farmers and public.
•
If F&G had won their case farmer
anger may have become more
entrenched, to a broadened
negative view on fisherman
accessibility rights.
•
Research has show that farmers
have “uninterrupted rights to
gr azi ng” compati ble wit h
conservation and normal property
owner trespass rights on access.
•
Unfortunately no action has been
taken against a few unscrupulous
fishing guides who illegally buy
exclusive access to quality
wilderness trout rivers and
therefore deny other fishermen
access.
•
Foreign ownership when buying
NZ land should, through our
parliamentary Acts, have access
provisions incorporated into the
14

•

•

rights of ownership and acquaint
NZ owners of these rights and the
law prohibiting charging for
access (Sec 26 ZN, Conservation
Law Reform Act) so negotiated
access rights can be established
on a conciliatory basis rather than
through force.
Any fisherman worth his salt will
seek permission to access a
farmer’s property and in the
majority of cases this approval
will/has been approved. It’s only
when the unscrupulous or
poachers make a nuisance that
the land is locked out to all.
Similarly there have been
instances in the Central North
Island and in the South Island of
unscrupulous fishing guides
breaking the law and purchasing
sole, exclusive rights, thus
locking out all. In some cases, it
is acknowledged the farmer may
not be aware buying/selling
fishing rights is illegal. Certainly
the guide is not going to tell the
farmer payment is illegal, for
obvious reasons.
Crown Land pastoral lease means
a High Country lessee enjoys the
same property rights as a Crown
Land lessee in town or any
property owner and no one has
the right to roam through these
properties.

•

Many farmers are also fishing
licence holders and practise
appropriate fishing etiquette and
see these actions through the
courts as a waste of both farmer
and stakeholder monies at a time
when more productive use of that
financial resource could be
channelled elsewhere.

Here at NZ Salmon Anglers
Association we seek permission to
access locations in High Country
waters for the purpose of ova
planting. On a local basis F&G have
negotiated access lanes to rivers and
lakes where they can, and in the
majority of cases this has proved most
successful. We do not wish to see
these results taken away through
alienating by landowners or
exercising of a National directive out
of spite. We have confidence that
some more difficult opportunities can
be negotiated and for the future we
have a delicate situation of finding
ways to keep stock out of fish
breeding waterways and will need all
the co-operation we can get from
good farmers.
To all our members we urge you to
continue with your practice of seeking
permission, giving thanks and
promoting good rapport with our
country cousins.

The NZ Federation of
Freshwater Anglers is an
affiliation of angling clubs from
throughout New Zealand.
It is an independent
organisation which represents
the collective interests of the
anglers who participate in
freshwater sports fishing.
NZFFA works to identify and
resolve national issues affecting
freshwater angling and supports
member clubs and organisations
in their efforts to resolve local
issues.
NZ Salmon Anglers Association
is an Associate of NZFFA. At
its recent Annual General
Meeting held in Christchurch,
our President Ron Stuart was
appointed one of several South
Island Representatives on
NZFFA.
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Memory Imprinting of Juvenile Salmon
By John Hodgson
This subject is of immense importance for the survival of the salmon fishery
and the more we can understand this importance, the better everything will be.
There are many research articles available but the conclusions of them do
differ and so does their interpretations.
There are upland side streams of the main rivers that used to have salmon
spawning in them and now they don’t. Is this because of water flow change,
stream entry change, habitat change, etc? Or is it memory imprint loss?
Remember the sea outlet of the Ashburton River during about the mid-1970s:
it was blocked at the salmon spawning time for four years in a row and it never
recovered. Was this result because of low flow or memory imprint?
It is well established that a small number of salmon do stray away from their
natal river and there are several small streams that have salmon returning to
them and these spawning areas are only a few kilometres from the sea.
Within 50 years the wild salmon fishery is likely to become the main fish for
the table. Hatchery fish farm supply of fish will be limited by the diminishing
supply of fish food. This is already happening in the Northern Hemisphere.
The return of adult salmon to spawn in the streams close to the sea is of
interest but is of no purpose to maintain a self sustaining fish population
because being close to populated areas there are many hazards such as stream
flow variation, large temperature range, disturbance of redds, possible limited
food supply for increased numbers, pollution, poaching, and so on.
Our New Zealand focus is to have a self sustaining salmon fishery for
recreation purposes and this is the difference from the American, Canadian and
Argentinian requirements, to make a profit. The New Zealand salmon farm
companies are now an entirely self sustaining industry and has no detrimental
effect to the wild fishery.
Many of the research articles appear to have utilised fingerling sized salmon in
their effort to understand the importance of memory imprinting and when does
it first take place. This has been so because it appears that there is no
recognised method to assess the wild stock.
To help understand this very complex question we need to select one wild fish
hen and jack (could be Montrose fish) and the eggs kept separate from other
eggs. At the eyed ova stage, half is to be placed in a specially selected stream,
the other half to be reared in the raceway in their own penned area. At the
right time after fin clipping, they are released where the eyed ova were placed.
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In 3 to 4 years, the results will show and may prove that the hen fish does have
input to the imprint factor.
Before the Glenariffe salmon research station was constructed, the natural
salmon returns were satisfactory. Many activities occurred in the ensuing years.
One in particular, the by-catch of salmon at sea as they were preparing to enter
the rivers, and some others that are too involved to write about. Recrimination is
of no value and we move on from where we are now.
One of the missing links of memory imprinting , and being the difference
between fingerling release and ova planting, and wild fish redd-making, could be
that while the hen salmon is creating the redd, she passes on to the eggs within
her the complete coding of how to complete their own reproduction.
Does the killing of the hen fish for the eggs destroy one of the many links of the
imprinting process?
To be remembered that every salmon which returns to our rivers is dead within a
short period, so a successful spawning is their only chances of surviving as a
species.
John Hodgson
July 2009
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Thanks to Peter Robinson for sending us the following article which he found
on the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy website. If you Google www.battle
-creek.net/bc_chinook.html you will see a photo of the monster salmon
referred to in this story. Couldn’t reproduce it here because of copyright. Peter
notes that Battle Creek is of particular interest as it is where our salmon
originated from. Wouldn’t we love to get hold of some ova from these beasts.!!

Monster salmon could be harbinger of fish's
recovery
By Tom Stienstra, San Francisco Chronicle, 11.9.08
The biggest salmon in 29 years in California, 85 pounds and more than 4 feet
long, was found washed up on a river bank last week, dead and spawned out.
Fish and Game biologists discovered the giant fish on a creek that feeds the
Sacramento River near Anderson in Shasta County.
The salmon likely weighed more than 90 pounds before it died, a big buck,
according to Fish and Game biologist Doug Killam, perhaps far more when in
the ocean and beginning its journey through San Francisco Bay, the delta and up
the Sacramento River to its place of birth on Battle Creek. When salmon begin
their migratory journey to freshwater, often swimming more than 500 miles to
their spawning grounds, they stop eating.
The state record salmon is 88 pounds, caught in 1979 by Lindy Lindberg in an
epic tale. Lindberg was fishing alone near Red Bluff and brought the fish
alongside after a long fight. Then, like in Ernest Hemingway's "The Old Man
and the Sea," he strapped the 41/2-foot salmon to the side of his boat to make it
back to the boat ramp.
Last week's giant fish is more good news in what has been a great year for the
long-term future of salmon:
Genetics: The fact that the salmon appeared to have spawned successfully means
that its rare genetics, a wild fish of landmark proportions, will be passed down to
its progeny.
Future indicator: The giant salmon is another indicator that the ocean has been
full of food this year, the richest year of marine food production in more than a
decade. When plankton, krill, anchovies, squid and sardines are abundant,
salmon can grow an inch and a pound per month.
2010 a magic year? The ocean abundance is a key because more than 20 million
salmon smolts were trucked from hatcheries in the north state to San Pablo Bay
this summer and released from net pens to short-cut the juvenile salmon's
journey to the ocean. That allowed the fish to get past unscreened water
18

diversions, Delta pumping and ammonia pollution in the river near Sacramento.
It will take two years for those fish to reach 15 to 30 pounds, so an ocean full of
food makes the 2010 salmon season appear promising off the Bay Area coast.
This comes after two disastrous summers in 2006 and '07, when there was little
upwelling in the ocean and sparse marine food production. That lack of food
caused the salmon population to crash, not only for Chinook, or king salmon, but
also for Coho salmon on small coastal streams. The population of many species
of marine birds, including murres, often considered an indicator species, also
plunged in '07.
Some blamed global warming, or the delta pumps, but the consensus among
scientists is that the crash was due to a scarcity of food in the ocean. That
population crash was caused by a change in wind conditions and predicted in a
Chronicle story in '06.
Yet this past spring, strong winds out of the northwest returned for the first time
in three years. That set off upwelling, where cold, nutrient-rich water rises to the
surface, and jump-started the marine food chain with plankton and krill. The
high numbers of marine birds, blue whales, humpback whales, porpoise and
other marine species that have spent the summer and fall off the Bay Area coast
indicates that the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary is again one of the
richest marine regions in the world.
The giant salmon that washed up last week adds to the great news, and it's
needed after a disastrous shutdown of the salmon industry. The number of adults
was so low in the '06 and '07 classes that salmon fishing was prohibited this year
off California and most of Oregon, and next year is a question mark.
At the Coleman National Fish Hatchery on Battle Creek, a tributary to the
Sacramento River, about 13,000 adult salmon made the migratory trip this fall
from the Golden Gate, according to Scott Hamelberg, manager of the hatchery.
Although that's down by more than half in a typical fall run at the hatchery,
Hamelberg said it was enough to collect 15 million eggs and produce its goal of
12 million smolts for release next spring. He said the biggest salmon that made it
to the hatchery this year weighed 53 pounds.
The world record for salmon caught on rod and reel weighed 97 pounds, 4
ounces, and was landed in 1985 in Alaska on the Kenai River, according to
records kept by the International Game Fish Association. A 100-pounder caught
on rod-and-reel has never been verified. But a salmon that weighed 126 pounds
was caught in a fish trap near Petersburg in 1949, according to the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game. Another 126-pounder was caught by a
commercial fisherman off British Columbia. That fish was mounted and is
displayed at the Vancouver International Airport.
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SALMON ANGLERS’ CAPS
Promote your Association - Buy a Cap
The caps are navy blue, with a silver/grey salmon, orange
print with white and gold stripes. Cost $20.
Each cap you purchase includes a small donation to the
Salmon Recovery Programme.
Price $20,
plus $3 for postage,
Available from NZSAA, P O Box 1113 Christchurch 8140
or phone Pam Ellis on 03 383 0900

So how did the NZSAA Cap get under the Statue of Liberty?

Not quite visible under the cap is NZSAA member Steve McNeill,
taken on his trip to the USA. Good publicity!
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Washers
Dryers
Refrigeration
Dishwashers
Ovens
Cookers
Freezers

MURRAY SPIERS
♦
♦
♦
♦

26 Years Experience
Personal Service
Prompt Attention
Guaranteed Workmanship

Contact:

Murray 027 221 3134

383 2093 A/H

HEALTH & SAFETY SYSTEMS LTD

LEIGH TOBECK
Health and Safety Consultant

AND fisherman

Phone 03 313 9114 or 0274 365 972
www.healthandsafetysystems.co.nz
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BALLINGERS

173 Montreal Street, PO Box 8475, Christchurch, New Zealand
Phone (03) 366 7445
Fax (03) 366 3918
Jeremy Burke will be well known to Canterbury
anglers through his passion for fishing and the
positions he has held in other prominent
Christchurch retail stores. Now he complements
his expertise with the buying power & focus on
quality that all Hunting & Fishing
NEWZEALANDTM staff bring to this franchise.
Catch Jeremy at Ballingers – Christchurch.

OPEN SEVEN DAYS

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WESTLAND
Lake Kaniere via Hokitika

Jackson Bay via Haast

Bruce Bay: Half-hour Drive South of Fox Glacier
All baches self-contained with pots/pans, cutlery, power, shower, fridge, washing
machine and freezer (except Kaniere, no freezer). All baches sleep 8 people.
You need to supply all disposable items including wood and coal for the Yunka
fire (except Kaniere, electric heating), sheets, pillowcases, sleeping bags, etc.
On leaving, a clean and tidy bach would be appreciated for the next people.
Rates:

Kaniere: $70 per night up to 4 people. $20 per person above this.
Bruce Bay & Jackson Bay:
$65 per night
For more information and bookings you can call:
The Hokitika Angling Club
C/o Hokitika Cycles & Sportsworld

Phone 03 755 8662 (shop hours)
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The Water Rights Trust’s dealings with
the bureaucracy and its political
masters over the last eight years point
to flaws in how our democracy
presently functions when it comes to
dealing with complex issues with long
term ramifications.
Canterbury’s Wicked Water (184
pages/50 plus colour photos) by Water
Rights Founder, Murray Rogers,
presents the argument for adjusting our
governance structures and behaviours
fitting to a sustainable future.
An intermittently entertaining read

Price $39.95 per single copy, or $170 for lots of 5; or $300 for lots of 10,
GST/postage/delivery included.
Available from: murrayrodgers@xtra.co.nz or phone 03 3765 612; or 0274 396 401;
106 Soleares Ave, Mt Pleasant, Christchurch 8081.

Review by Fish & Game NZ
The rural sector often claims that, ‘agriculture is the backbone of the Country’,
and indeed farming is important – to our economy, our community, and our
heritage. But the increase in intensive farming comes at a huge environmental
cost.
Another reality is that, ‘a clean and healthy environment is the backbone of the
Country!’. In Canterbury’s Wicked Water, Murray Rodgers addresses
Canterbury’s freshwater issues as they flow between these two ‘backbones’ and
around vested interests. He has a light-handed style in addressing serious and
crucial issues, and mixes the tragedy of Canterbury’s water with the quiet
shrewdness and wry humour of his West Southland roots. Canterbury’s wicked
Water is recommended reading, and even better send a copy to your local
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My Wife is Priceless even after 25 years
You've gotta admire the intuition of
the female species and let me tell you
"Carole" is an exception, so tells a
devoted husband Stan Price, a real
identity at Kairaki Beach and a very
prominent member of the
Waimakariri Sailing Club, plus a
protector of our environment and all
the good things from a genuine guy,
as well as being a good member of
NZ Salmon Anglers.
Well this story caps the lot. You see
Stan and Carole have been associated
with the fishing scene for years.
Their kids basically cut their teeth on
one sort of rod or another, but
sometimes they chewed too deep and
learnt respect on handling such a
weapon and are now expert catchers
of salmon and trout, with their
Tamariki learning to do the same
thing and repeating the history cycle.
Let’s get back to Stan and Carole real women stuff now: Stan upgraded
his tinnie (aluminium dinghy) by a
couple of feet and Carole
condescended to take a ride in it up to
McIntosh's hole on the Waimak as it
had the luxury of more space. Stan
persuaded her into taking her old rod
and reel - last used 25 years ago -plus
she wore the same fishing favourite
hat. Jeez, I bet Stan was in raptures,
but the story has more:
At McIntosh's the boaties anchor up
midstream and have the luxury of
casting fore, aft, portside or starboard.
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Stan plugged away for around an hour
while Carole dug into her favourite
book of the day. Stan as Captain of
the new boat suggested that Carole
might like to try a cast or two and see
if she could hook up a salmon, after
all it had been 25 years since she had
ventured forth. But she was still in
the loop with the expertise of trout
trolling and landing a few prize
specimens, plus her family are always
bringing home trophy fish of one sort
or another. Hey, as an addition, they
have a very comfortable beach house
at Kairaki, so family traditions are
part of the Kairaki culture.
For the record, Stan and Carole fish
on a family licence, Stan buying a
licence for the past 25 years and only
he mostly uses it. Anyhow its all
kosher on this day and Stan persuaded
Carole to flick out a cast or two and
she really got into the swing of things
with angler enjoyment. Well bugger
me, after a while and suggestions
from Stan to go home for lunch,
Carole at the peak of her casting
performance hooked up a 14lb
salmon. It took off going fore, aft,
starboard, port, the reel screamed into
submission after 25 years of respite,
the brake system rebelled against this
new form of pressure, the fish even
attempted to tie itself around the
anchor rope, but no, Carole's
determination, years of caged up
skills, motherhood and family
leadership (best lunch maker at

Kairaki) coached this determined
sports game fish into submission to
cruise calmly into the net and safely
on board Stan's new tinnie.

Reminder to
Members
Have you paid
your subscription?
If not, it would be
appreciated if you could
take a moment to write
a cheque or make a
direct
credit to
NZS AA’s W es tp a c
account 03 0802
0099970 00
From the Prices's diaries, Carole's
first lesson in catching a salmon
happened in 1972 under Stan's
youthful guidance and motives. While
he was getting his own gear in order
she landed a 9lb salmon and fails to
see why we all spend so much time
out doing it when its so jolly easy.
Yeah right?
What do you think the family thought
with Mum catching the first fish of
the season? Yeah, right again!

Adult $25 p.a.
Family $30 p.a.
Junior $10
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Ova Planting 2009 - follow up
by Ron Stuart
Saturday 27 June: Warren Mackie, Colin Eaton, John Hodgson and Ron
Stuart went up to One Tree Swamp to view the Instream Incubators. For those
who have not ventured, it’s a 35-40 minute walk across the Hawdon River,
across the Mt White Bridge, absolute Salmon Paradise. On the way in we
walked along side the main stream and viewed many Salmon redds, probably
40 in a 500m stretch. A number of spent salmon were evident lying on the
stream bed. We saw only one live salmon protecting its redd - a late starter. It
never ceases to amaze how much shingle the salmon shift and how deep they
carve out the stream bed, up to a metre or more in places.
Our incubators were in great condition and basically weed free. Upon opening
there was some fungi starting to develop, but this was able to be disposed of.
There was evidence of a reasonable hatch with gatherings of alevin in patches
at the bottom of the incubators amongst the stones. In all we estimate around
40,000 hatchings except for one small incubator where a small eel got in and
ate all except one alevin. This is the time that the orange has turned to red,
eggs to alevin, magic.
From there we moved back to Porters where we had previously placed Scotty
Boxes and Instream Incubators. To our delight the Scotty Boxes remained firm
in the weirs we had built and great quantities of water were in the stream fresh
from the aqua, 8 degrees temp.
Downstream we had three incubators and
these were in slightly better condition than
the ones at One Tree Swamp, better
looking hatch rate and alive with alevin.
It was good to be able to carry out this trip
and see the result of our team’s previous
efforts and be able to freshen up the
Incubators before the further development
of fungi growth, which happens under
Hatching Salmon
these uncontrolled conditions.
The day up there was fine, frosty and sunny
plus an absolute pleasure to touch base with nature and do a bit for the future
with what we estimate will be 100,000 plus new salmon entering the system at
these points.
For the volunteers that assisted with this season’s planting etc, bloody great job
team and it is paying dividends.
26

Hacketts Creek

Porters Pass

Loading the Scotty
Boxes with ova
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Ova Planting Equipment
Streamside Salmon Incubator and Waterwheel
The latest innovation in raising salmon ova, a converted refrigerator body
adapted to raise salmon ova in a high country stream. The salmon eggs once
fertilised are developed to the eyed ova stage then transferred into this cabinet
for hatching and subsequent release into the adjacent stream where they will
grow on and make their way out to sea.
This innovation was researched by NZSAA members Peter Robinson and Bruce
Moody. Bruce adapted the cabinet into a working model, with water filters,
water flow controls and internal structures for a new approach and further option
in the Salmon Enhancement process. This process is being trialled this season
and with success can be expanded for wider use, the advantage being filtered
water can be used to avoid excessive silt, avoidance of stream flooding, can
process a large quantity of eggs and the emerging alevin/fry can be collected and
counted before going into the stream.
The photograph shows the old (blue barrel) and new refrigerator conversion
working side by side below the waterwheel.

Bruce is keen to obtain further
equipment and materials to assist with
this project, as follows:
Old Fridges to convert to streamside
incubators. Preferably they should be
approximately 1600mm high x 600
wide x 600 deep.
Plastic barrels/containers 100-150
litre capacity.
Piping 35 to 40 mm inside diameter.
Please phone Bruce on 980 1065 if
you know a source of any of these
items.
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A Watch or an Egg Timer?

by Ron Stuart

During a recent trip to a High Country
stream to plant salmon ova in an incubator a
member of the Salmon Anglers’ volunteer
group must have lost his watch. To protect
the full identity of this person let’s call him
David. A real nice guy and not phased by
exceptions, so he lost his watch, a grand old
faithful which can be seen by the picture.
When talking high country stream we are on about beautiful crystal clear water
and a paradise for hatching and raising salmon ova in the wild, but to be sure its
firkin cold.
Well, for the story to continue, about a month later a group of us returned to the
spot to do some maintenance work and by chance looked down in the water at
our feet, around 1 metre deep, and saw this watch. With diligence we scooped it
out and lo and behold it was still going.
The question now is: “Is it still a watch or was it an egg timer”, as most of the
ova had hatched.
Meantime David has got himself another watch so, if you are keen, let’s start a
Trade Me and I’ll take bids. Must be worth $ thousands by now.

RUSSI Boxes & Redd-Making

by John Hodgson

At the completion of each year’s eyed ova plantings, all of the equipment, Jordan
Scotty boxes, RUSSI (Remote Unattended Salmon Spawning Incubators) boxes,
stakes and wire, are removed from the streams. The RUSSI boxes are put near
scrub bushes and secured and the Scotty boxes are thoroughly cleaned and
brought back to the storage shed at Fish & Game’s premises. However, I left
one RUSSI box in a stream to observe the silt problems that do occur and also
the weed and leaf aspect that collects on the upstream end.
On 23 February, Warren Mackie and I went up to assess the box which had been
in position for over 8 months. Inside the box, silt had built up over the stones
and was 150-200mm deep. Some of this build-up is caused by lack of flow
through leaf and weed, partially blocking the holes. After clearing the stones and
silt, the box was repositioned more to the far side of the stream in line with the
flow of leaves, etc. This was necessary because a nose cone was to be fitted to
the upstream end to help stop the holes into the box becoming blocked. What we
learned this day is important and since then we now have a Number 5 version.
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Of all the information that I read about natural salmon reproduction, the
importance of loosening the stone/gravel bed of the stream is top of the list and,
to support this claim, is the following story.
Having fitted the Number 4 cone, I decided to make sure that the box restraining
wire was covered properly. So excavation of the stones went on until a 500mm
depth was obtained and standing on the wire the stones were pulled back over.
About 14 days later, Garry Smith came with me to observe the box. What a
surprise, a salmon had decided “Loose stones - this is where I will create my
redd”. The salmon was not visible as we approached the box and its rapid
departure let me cross the stream and obtain the reverse view of the box and the
redd. The restraining wire was back up top of the stones which are now 400mm
higher than when last seen. The hen salmon returned to her position within 15
minutes of us moving away.

Further down this stream sometimes there is a split in the flow brought about by
obstruction in the centre of the stream. Many times I have seen salmon create a
redd in one of the split flows but never in both. On other occasion, several
salmon will create a large redd the full width of the stream, which causes a slow
moving pond of water upstream and then a deep hole just below the redd.
About 50 metres upstream of the RUSSI box is a vehicle crossing and the stones
are moved about with reasonable frequency. Bevan, the farm’s owner, has noted
that this is usually the first redd of the season.
The Porter River downstream of the bridge: an inspection of six redds in this
area showed a different shape. Some were at least 2.5 metres wide and were
only a little higher than the river bed. The flow of the water was such that with
gumboots on the flow up to knee height was difficult to stand in. Sixteen salmon
were in the area that day.
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It is beyond comprehension how the salmon can judge the river flow and create a
redd accordingly, but what they don’t know is “will a flood wash away the
redd?” As mentioned in other articles, redd-making in the main river is a
disadvantaged situation and needs good fortune to be a successful spawn. These
redds are approximately 2.6 kilometres downstream from where we put the eyed
ova eggs in the Porter side stream several years ago.
Footnote: It is not sensible for me to travel to inspect all of our installations on
my own, particularly where there is no cell phone coverage. I try to do at least
three calls to each area. The weather is the key element as to when to go. If any
of you would like to come with me sometime, please let Ron Stuart or myself
know. The water has to be clear so all trips are quite unpredictable and usually
take four to five hours and lots of kilometres.

NEW

NZSAA MEMBERS’ BADGES
This attractive blue enamel and silver badge is now available for
purchase by members. The badge is about the size of the RSA
badge, designed to wear on a lapel or hat.
Price $10
Available from NZSAA, P O Box 1113 Christchurch 8140
Or phone Pam Ellis on 03 383 0900
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