
  

 

NZ Salmon AnglersNZ Salmon AnglersNZ Salmon AnglersNZ Salmon Anglers    

NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    
    
January 2017 Number 119January 2017 Number 119January 2017 Number 119January 2017 Number 119    
    

 

Official Newsletter of the New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association Incorporated 

P.O. Box 1113, Christchurch 8140 

www.nzsalmonanglers.co.nz 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Salmon Fin-clipping  

at Montrose  

11 and 12 February 

 

 

Waimakariri River 

Salmon Fishing Competition 

4 March 

 

Details inside 

Index 

Editorial................................................ 3 

Iwi water demands...............................  4 

Fin clipping at Montrose....................... 5 

Obituaries.............................................. 6 

Fish Screen Compliance......................... 7 

Waimakariri Salmon Competition......... 8 

Whiskey Creek Enhancement project...10 

Vancouver Island Salmon Catch..........  14 

Call for Halt on River Exploitation........ 17  

Rakaia River flows & temperatures......19 

Take a Kid Fishing 2016........................ 21  

 

 

 



2 

 

NEW ZEALAND SALMON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION (INC) 

2016-17 OFFICE HOLDERS AND COMMITTEE 

Committee Meetings 

The Committee meets on the first Monday each month (except January) at 7.30 pm.  
Members and supporters are welcome to attend these meetings.  (Meetings are currently 
held at a private residence, so please check this with the Secretary if you wish to attend.) 

Life Members 

Lindsay Dell, Pam Ellis, Trevor Hayes, John Healy, John Hodgson, Ken Hughey,  
Dennis Long, Doug Roy,  Stephen Sparrow. 

President Tony Humphreys 383 9141 
02102375746 

tonyhumphreys6@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents Dennis Long 
 

352 2874 
Fax 352 3708 

dennislong@xtra.co.nz 
 

Secretary/Treasurer Heather Saunders 323 8118 ianandh.s@ihug.co.nz 

Patron John Hodgson 351 5825 jmhodgson@xtra.co.nz 

Committee Mike Ager 327 9283 
02102951190 

 

 Phil Ball 349 5993 
0212656133 

jeanettephilball@xtra.co.nz 

 Kevin Belcher 327 6163 
021625306 

kbel209@gmail.com 

 Larry Burke 389 8839 
0274916409 

the.burkes@clear.net.nz 

 Colin Eaton 352 3890 
027 2080063 

colinanddieaton@xtra.co.nz 

 Pam Ellis 383 0900 
0212113293 

npellis@clear.net.nz 
 

 James Parbery 03 312 8229 welshflyfishnz@yahoo.co.nz 

 Greg Terras 03 3136861 
0274341737 

gjterras@gmail.com 

Honorary Auditor Trevor Hayes   

 Dave Leigh 980 2623 
0272862865 

rae.dave@paradise.net.nz 

 Russell Mackay 327 5153 
021 02798628 

russhaz@ihug.co.nz 



3 

 

Dear Anglers 

Welcome to the 2017 season and wishing 
you all a very happy new year. 

There’s not a lot to report about the 
current season especially the Waimakariri 
as the river has been in regular discolour 
since the end of the whitebait season.  

The Fish and Game website has been 
scratchy to say the least as to salmon 
activity. At least with the coloured water 
some fish have undoubtedly made the 
dash upstream. 

The change in weather patterns is 
becoming more apparent with few good 
old nor’westers and more changeable 
periods of wet weather coming over the 
top as part of low pressure systems. The 
claim about drought conditions is a little 
puzzling. The annual rainfall for 
Christchurch is about 630mm - last year 
there was about 570mm recorded. Yes 
that’s a bit down but not significant.  All 
it takes is a wet month in January or 
March and we are back in business but 
we keep getting told by ECan and others 
that it’s the dry winters that are the 
problem. Well you decide. 

 

 
EDITORIAL 

January 2017 

It’s been a random observation of mine 
that if we have a good whitebait season 
the following salmon season is poor and 
vice versa. Have you had the same ideas? 
Maybe it’s my advancing years and need 
to explain the sometimes inexplicable. 
Again you decide. 

It’s been interesting following the public 
debate about the compliance or non-
compliance of fish screens. I remember 
debating this at committee meetings back 
in the 1990’s. So really nothing has 
changed in the intervening 20 years. If it 
takes ECan that long to work out how to 
screen water takes what hope is there? 

While I’m on ECan, the committee had 
an interesting meeting at ECan with Peter 
Skelton about the state of the Rakaia 
River and the regulation of the takes etc. 
What an impressive new building they do 
work in! It’s a change from the old 
Applefields building on Kilmore St back 
in the 1990’s. Just think that $60 million a 
year of your hard earned rates goes to 
ECan plus the commissioners’ fees and 
what have we really got to show for it 
except a flash new building and long 
overdue water plan. Value for money?  I 
doubt it. 

Disclaimer:  The opinions expressed in any letters and articles in this newsletter are 
the authors’ own and are not necessarily those of the New Zealand Salmon Anglers 
Association (Inc) or  the Editor. 
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My feeling about the meeting was that 
nothing has changed really. Yes, we got 
an agreement to use Mg per litre for 
dissolved oxygen and a trigger 
temperature of 19oC but nothing major. 
Water and its use in Canterbury is a major 
issue and we must keep pressure on the 
relevant organisations to do much better.  
More of this in the following pages. 

On a happy note, we are most grateful to 
Life Member Douglas Roy for the 
donation of salmon memorabilia 
accumulated by Doug during his many 
years of salmon angling and extensive 
involvement with NZSSA in the salmon 
fishery enhancement programme.  Doug 
has accumulated a wealth of information 
over the years and it is our good fortune 
to receive this as Doug and Florence 
embark on a “decluttering” exercise 
before moving to their new retirement 
home.  Doug has also given us two new 
rods that will be raffled at our AGM in 
May.  Thank you Doug - we extend our 
best wishes to you and Florence in your 
new venture. 

Lastly a reminder that our Waimakariri 
salmon fishing competition is on March 4 
this year. It’s a bit earlier but it was the 
best tide of the month with a 10:30am 
high tide. Booklets and entry forms are 
available at our sponsor’s locations.  
Details follow in this newsletter. 

Wishing you a successful and most of all 
an enjoyable season. 

 

Tight lines 

Tony Humphreys 

PRESIDENT 

Water Demands  

Hugh Barr from the Council of 

Recreational Associations of NZ 

(CORANZ) asks...... 

Do you know what iwi are telling the 
National Govt they want.? Astounding! 
This will be through amendments to the 
Resource Management Act, being 
brought forward by Nick Smith 

In summary, the Freshwater Iwi 
Leaders Group wants: 

• Transfer of title to all Crown owned 
river and lake beds and title to the 
water column above to regional 
tribal groups. 

• Title in fresh water consistent with 
Waitangi Tribunal rulings. 

• Guarantee of allocation of fresh 
water for all marae and marae 
housing. 

• Free water infrastructure for maraes 
and marae housing. 

• Tribal participation at all levels of 
fresh water decision-making that 
may include tribal representation on 
counc i l s ,  j o int  management 
agreements, and co-management of 
waterways. 

• A $1-billion fund of public money to 
build the capacity of tribes to 
implement fresh water management 
and control. 

• Tribal involvement in resource 
consents or an allocation of tradable 
water rights. 

Regional ratification for the strategy 
should finish by January 2017, with 
confirmation of the position of all tribes 
on water by the middle of next month. 

Are you ready to give up water? I 

don’t think so. 

Hugh Barr 
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 Fin Clipping Weekend at Montrose 

 Club Funds Raising Event, 2 days 
Saturday 11 and Sunday 12  February 2017 

  

Volunteer Assistance Needed! 
  

Hatchery staff are attempting to hold oxygen levels in an effort to avoid 

releasing  non marked smolt earlier and smaller than recommended. 
  

Part 1 of the annual fin clipping program was held in early December with volunteers 
clipping 78,000 smolt weighing 6 grams. This was an especially fine effort due to 
handling of the small size of the smolt. This second session in February should allow 
much higher numbers to be clipped with the smolt weighing around 20 grams.  

Part 2 of the annual Chinook Salmon Smolt fin clipping program will take place at the 
Montrose hatchery commencing at 8.30am Saturday 11 February and will involve 2 days 
with a good team finishing on Sunday.  

This important task of marking Chinook salmon for the purpose of identification within 
the fishery is one of the most essential fisheries management tools we have.   

North Canterbury Fish and Game invite members of the New Zealand Salmon Anglers 
Association and the Canterbury Lurefishing Association, and members of the public to 
assist with the task of adipose fin clipping approximately 190,000 Salmon Smolt at the 
site. These smolt stocks are destined for release into Silver Stream, Otukaikino, Rakaia, 
Coleridge, Kaikoura, Clarence and the West Coast in July.  

Numbers required to complete this task on this weekend are 40 volunteers on both days. 
Members of the public will be adopted by the clubs. So invite your friends and children 
to enjoy the camaraderie of anglers on this social and educational outing. 

The car pooling meeting point will be the Yaldhurst Hotel car park, ready to leave at 7.30 
am sharp (11 and 12 February 2017). 

Volunteers who have not been to the Montrose hatchery before are advised to meet at 
Blackford Road which is the first road on the right after crossing the Rakaia Gorge 
bridge on the South side of the river. The entrance to the property is 6 kms up the road 
from the turn off. 

Fish and Game will also be providing a barbecue lunch on the day.  
Warm clothes and wet weather gear is advised. Gumboots or waders are also essential.  

An indication of numbers from the clubs prior to the weekend would be appreciated. 

NZSAA members please contact committee member Colin Eaton (03) 3523890 or  

0272080063. 

Members of the public please contact Dirk Barr, Fish and Game Hatcheries 

Manager, 021 221 8378 
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OBITUARIES 
 
It is with great sadness that we record the sudden and untimely passing of two 
respected NZSAA supporters:  We mourn the loss of these two men and extend 
our condolences to their families 

 

DAVID WEEBER 

 

8.1.1965 - 16.11.2016 

 
Dave was a NZSAA member and keen 
salmon angler well known on the 
Waimakariri River,  He was a dedicated 
supporter of the Association’s salmon 
enhancement programme and gave much 
time to our ova planting activities.  Dave 
had a devilish sense of humour and a 
great love of his home and family.  He 
will be sadly missed by his family, 
friends, work colleagues and the salmon 
angling community. 

PHIL SCURR 

Phil died suddenly on 15 October, aged 
43 years, while hunting and fishing in the 
Clarence  River.  As the owner of 
Hunting & Fishing Rangiora he had 
joined with their other stores in 
generously supporting NZSAA with 
sponsorship of the annual Waimakariri 
River salmon fishing competition. 

 

. 
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There has been much newspaper 
correspondence recently on the subject of 
fish screen compliance. The following 
letter from NZSAA member Paul 
Hodgson was published in The Press on 2 
January in response to Andrew Curtis 
(Irrigation New Zealand) re fish screen 
research. 

“The requirements for a fish screen/ 

barrier remain the same: all native fish, 

salmon and trout need to remain in the 

river system. If fish are removed they 

should be returned to the river unharmed.  

In spite of all the goodwill, discussions, 

research over the last 30 years all the 

irrigation raceways and ponds are full of 

native fish, salmon and trout.  

If the irrigation tap was turned off I am 

sure the irrigators and farmers would 

have sufficient incentive to apply the 

known science to fix their fish screens.  

Each fish screen should have at least an 

annual efficiency rating, routine 

independent monitoring system with the 

consent holder water take directly linked 

to the fish screen efficiency ie 50% 

efficiency 50% of the water take. 

 Irriga tors / farmers should pay 

compensation for fish taken and not 

returned. It’s the cost of poor 

performance and inefficiency. It appears 

ECAN compliance for fish screens is 

optional for irrigators and farmers as 

ECAN appear totally incapable of saying 

NO to poor compliance. “  

Perhaps the message is now getting 
through because on 22 January, the 
following article by Liam Cavanagh was 
released under the heading  

'Millions' to be spent on fish 

screen for New Zealand's largest 

irrigation scheme 

New Zealand's biggest irrigation scheme 
will spend millions of dollars replacing a 
fish exclusion screen that has not worked 
as efficiently as hoped for nine years. 

Environment Canterbury (ECan) has 
confirmed it had been told by Rangitata 
Diversion Race Ltd (RDR), which own 
the scheme at Arundel on the Rangitata 
River, that the failing fish screen will be 
replaced within two years. 

Biannual reports by an independent 
consultant for the company given to ECan 
show the fish screen is, on average, 33 
per cent efficient at stopping fish from 
entering irrigation raceways, despite 
hundreds of thousands of dollars spent on 
it in the past nine years to improve it. 

The fish exclusion screen had failed to 
work as efficiently as was promised when 
it was built in 2008.  RDR chief executive 
Ben Curry said previous testing on the 
screen had shown results of 90 per cent 
efficiency down to as low as four percent. 
The existing screen, a Bio-acoustic Fish 
Fence, is a behavioural screen, not a 
physical screen. It emits a wall of bubbles 
with acoustic signatures created by loud 
speakers under water.  In theory, the 
vibration made the fish uncomfortable 
and they would swim away. 

 RDR was looking at replacing the screen 
with a much longer, physical barrier. This 
could cost millions of dollars.  

Fish Screen Compliance 
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Saturday 4 March 2017 

WAIMAKARIRI SALMON 
FISHING COMPETITION 

 
COMPETITION AREA: 
All river below Railway Bridge, excluding Kaiapoi River 
(refer competition rules) 

START TIME:  First Light FINISH TIME:  3.30pm 
  
WEIGH STATION 
Located at river mouth Kairaki.  Open 8.00am. Close 4.00pm 
    

$6,000 PRIZE POOL  

MAJOR SPONSOR: HUNTING & FISHING STORES  
 Christchurch: Tower Junction  

 North Canterbury: 305 Flaxton Rd, Rangiora 

  
ENTRY FEES (include Fish & Game levies) 
 Adult $30  
 NZ Salmon Angler member $25 
 NZSAA $25 membership + entry fee $50 
 Junior (16 yrs or under) $5 
  
SOCIAL EVENT & PRIZEGIVING 
 5.00pm: Prizegiving Kairaki Beach Camp Hall 
 BYO drinks and $2 sausage sizzle BBQ 
 Partners and friends welcome. 
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Christchurch Region Stores 

75 Clarence Street, Tower Junction, Christchurch:  Phone 03 3430212 

 

North Canterbury, 305 Flaxton Road, Rangiora:  Phone 03 3131313 

  
    

    

Entry by official entry forms available from: 

• NZ Salmon Anglers Association committee members or  

 website www.nzsalmonanglers.co.nz  

• President Tony Humphreys - phone 383 9141   tonyhumphreys6@gmail.com 

• Secretary Heather Saunders - phone 323 8118   ianandh.s@ihug.co.nz   

• Hunting & Fishing Tower Junction & 305 Flaxton Rd, Rangiora; 

• Kairaki Beach Camp Office;  Anglers Warehouse, 42 Maces Rd, Bromley;   

• Fisherman’s Loft, 359 Lincoln Rd;   

• Complete Angler, Unit 4, 484 Cranford St; 

• Smiths City, Colombo St;   

• Kaiapoi Alignment & Tyres, 80 Williams St, Kaiapoi 

  

Early Entry Prize Draw closes 5.00pm Saturday 18 February 2017. 

Other entries received up to 9.00am Saturday 4 March 2017 

  

  

  

  



10 

 

Whiskey Creek  

Chinook Salmon Enhancement Program 
by Dirk Barr 

North Canterbury Fish and Game Hatcheries Manager 

The History 

The Whiskey Creek Chinook salmon enhancement program is now a reality. This 
concept began some years ago when a hatchery model was presented to F&G Council 
showing a detailed overall site plan, with 3 stages included and an estimate of costs for 
stage 1 and 2. Subsequent to this, discussions were held with the site location land 
owners (Trust Power) where Fish and Game explained the concept of what could be done 
with the 30 year old abandoned raceway site. This site had been left derelict and the 
creek diverted away from it after a failed commercial salmon farming venture in the 
1980s, and had become an overgrown mess to say the least. Trust Power were very 
receptive to Fish and Game plans and positive partnership was forged with a 
commitment and determination to make this happen. 

From this initial meeting with Trust Power a 100 year lease was drawn up for the 30 acre 
area with conditions. One of the main conditions was that if Trust Power decide in the 
future to extend their power generation and double their pen stocks, Fish and Game 
would need to move from the existing raceways area further out towards the river. There 
is no forecast of when or if that may happen at present but all monetary input to the site 
is considered with that in mind.  

The old derelict raceway site 
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Plans for the project were decided in 3 stages.  Stage 1 of the project was the restoration 
and kit-out of two of the old abandoned races, the construction of a utility building to be 
used as an office/feed store/workshop, and smoko room providing shelter for staff and 
volunteers working on site.  

Resource consent for the rediversion of the creek was also required and after a lengthy 
process was secured in March 2016. 

The granting of resource consent from ECan in March 2016 triggered the long awaited 
go button. After 3 years of planning it was finally time for action!  

The Primary Objective 
To have 30,000 salmon smolt being imprinted in the raceways in December 2016, grown 
to 50 grams, and ready for release directly from the site in July 2017. 

The Priority Plan 

• Working bees, hand clearing scrub and debris in raceways, barrowing years of 
accumulation. 

• Digger clearance of the entire surrounding site. Forming a new inflowing creek 
bed, and channelling an outflow with a trap area for returning adult brood stock. 
Levelling a site pile area for the construction of a relocateable office/workshop. 
Build vehicle access tracks. 

• Construct a new headrace with bypasses and silt collection areas. Poly line the 
headrace. Build stairs to feeders. Out flow boards. Pour concrete pads for trap and 
headrace inflow areas. Create a native fish bypass as required. 

• Construct 8 feeders, motors, timer box, solar panel etc. Netting for bird proofing 
races. Build 6 aluminium framed screens, clad with stainless mesh. Epoxy mortar 
gaps in raceway walls. 

• Create a diversion for existing creek to divert. Reinstate a bridge over the new 
stream. Salvage any fish from the old creek bed at diversion time. 

Progress to Date 

Thanks to an extremely dedicated salmon enhancement team all of the priorities listed 
above have been completed with one exception. The returning adult brood stock trap pad 
is in place, but the trap itself will be completed in March 2017.   

There will no doubt be constant adjustments being made to improve the basic 
infrastructure of the raceway kit-out, and some unforeseen problems initially also. 

With the priority plan being mainly complete the team will now focus on the completion 
of Stage 1, organising the construction of the utility building. This is something that will 
be of huge benefit to the team up there, especially in the winter months when so much of 
the work occurs. 

 

(Continued on page 12) 
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We are Ready!  

The official opening day at Whiskey Creek was Saturday 17 December. Trust Power, 
local landowners and Lake Coleridge residents were invited to attend and share with Fish 
and Game and the dedicated volunteers, the celebration of the first arrivals of Chinook 
Salmon at the site at 11am that day.  For the first time in 30 years, these raceways now 
inhabit Chinook Salmon. This time the purpose will be the enhancement of not only the 
Rakaia River Chinook salmon fishery, but other North Canterbury salmon rivers as well. 

In Conclusion 

After years of planning, and months of hard labour by staff and volunteers, we have now 
officially welcomed 30,000 Chinook salmon smolt back to this site.  These smolt will be 
ready for release into the Rakaia river, directly from the site, in July 2017. This will be a 
huge boost to salmon stocks in the Rakaia river.  It is hoped that the retuning adult brood 
stocks from these initial releases, will ensure the harvest of ova for the enhancement of 
future runs of Chinook salmon in our region for years to come. 

Staff are testing the water quietly so to speak initially, in regards to the full potential of 
stocks at the site. The first 30,000 were released into the first race on the opening day 
and since then another 20,000 inhabit the second race. It will take some time to 
understand the inflow variabilities of the creek, but even at current levels there is no 
doubt it will become a valuable fisheries enhancement asset.  

North Canterbury Fish and Game would especially like to thank all volunteers for their 
dedicated support with this project.   

Dirk Barr 
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Phone (03) 338 3131  Fax (03) 338 3535 

Email:  info@fishermansloft.co.nz 
Website: www.fishermansloft.co.nz 
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SURPRISE VANCOUVER ISLAND CATCH 
Steve and Anna McNeill 

We had never heard of white-flesh chinook salmon, but yes it does exist. We caught one 
off Vancouver Island, Canada in July 2016.  We caught the fish in the ocean off the West 
coast of Vancouver Island. According to the website  it is a native variant that is more 
common than we had realised. Websites suggest that 5% of all Alaskan Chinooks have 
white flesh, with 15-30% of white-fleshed fish in some rivers in South-East Alaska. Of 
course the oceans of South-East Alaska and western Canada overlap, and fish from each 
country are interchangeable before they start their spawning runs, so fish from a number 
of river systems can be caught in the ocean . 

About a year earlier we decided that we would have a holiday in Canada in July 2016. 
The trip consisted of time in the Canadian Rockies and some salmon fishing on the west 
side of Vancouver Island.  

The American and Canadian tourism fishing industries are well organised for both 
experienced and inexperienced anglers. It is fairly pricey and the north-west of the island 
was more expensive and required more time to visit than where we finally chose. We 
booked most of the trip ourselves after initially approaching a travel agent. We found out 
later that the charter company just ignores enquiries from travel agents as they are too 
much trouble. So all it took was a simple email or two and we were booked. 

We flew to Comox Airport, a provincial airport on the east coast of Vancouver Island. 
Some interesting looking classic military aircraft were parked nearby as a backdrop to 
the runway. The ocean between Vancouver Island and the mainland is beyond that, and 
the entire area is quite scenic. We had pre-booked a rental car and were soon on the road. 

Comox is a pleasant town with small deer wandering along the roadsides in the more 
rural areas. We saw one with a great set of antlers, but because it was on the roadside it 
looked more like a pet than a wild animal. After the usual issues with car-mounted GPS 
we headed across the island, through the mountains and accompanied by a mixture of 
bright sunshine with occasional torrential rain. We picked up our fishing licences at a 
large K-Mart store in Port Alberti along the way. 

We based ourselves in Ucluelet, a small town and commercial fishing port in an inlet a 
few kilometres from open ocean. There are a number of fishing charter companies and 
accommodation options there. There were deer wandering around the town. A drive a 
few kilometres north to Tofino is worthwhile as the views around Tofino are amazing. 
There are sea-kayak activities as well as fishing charters. Everything is geared for the 
relatively short tourist season and, as in any tourist area across the world, all the 
businesses are keen to do their best for you as long as there is money going through their 
tills. 

After a dark dawn start on Day 1 our boat skipper and guide took us into a beautiful area 
of ocean, with bush-clad islands and rocks with smallish waves crashing over reefs. We 
were on a boat about 25-30 feet in length with just us plus the guide, the business owner. 
He ran 3 or 4 boats and had a staff of about 5or 6 including office staff. 
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The waters were reasonably sheltered, but there was a sneaky swell, and we had to brace 
ourselves and hold onto to the sides or hand rails – even if sitting down. There was 
plenty of bird life, with Bald Eagles and gulls and cormorants – all different species from 
those at home – and all adding to the adventure. 

We fished down-riggers because the fish were at depth. It is a very mechanical method of 
fishing for salmon and not hands-on at all until a fish strikes. We caught several salmon 
each – up to about 15lb. There was one Coho salmon among them and the rest were the 
same king/chinook/quinnat species as our local salmon. We found hauling the fish up 
from depth on heavy gear less challenging than the beach, river, and river-mouth fishing 
we are more accustomed to at home. 

We had some fish raw as our guide was filleting them (the Bald Eagles had some too), 
and that night the charter business put on an evening salmon meal for all their guests. 
Some of the fish we had caught were cooked up to share, as most of the American and 
Canadian clients were taking their fish back to their home bases. We even managed to 
supply some New Zealand wine from the local liquor store. 

On Day2 we fished the open ocean a few miles off shore. 

Our guide had met us the evening we arrived in Ucluelet and had suggested (almost 
insisted) we use sea-sickness patches called Transderm-V. The patches are available at 
the local pharmacy and slow release for up to three days. Steve’s nickname is “Chuck” if 
there is any boat travel involved and the patches worked really well for us both. 

A sample of the Day 2 catch. Anna is holding the white-flesh King. 
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There was a reasonable open ocean swell running and with slow trolling required, and 
with the boat constantly rising and falling, we certainly knew this was not land-based 
fishing. That said, it was a very safe operation and we had a great time. We fished the 
mechanical down-riggers again but the waters were deeper than on Day 1. It took a bit of 
cranking to get the fish near the surface where the fight really started. We caught salmon 
from 2lb to about 18lb and a few other fish species. This is a feeding place as well as a 
fish travel corridor for those salmon choosing to head for the spawning grounds. Later 
that day we saw a blue whale spouting about 500 metres from the shore. A tourist 
observation boat followed it for a few kilometers as it disappeared from our view. 

As we had only booked two days of fishing we did not get to eat the white flesh cooked. 
We had some raw as the fish was filleted. It was delicious. 

Reading through a couple of websites the suggestion is that the white-flesh salmon is the 
real salmon as red flesh is caused by the salmon’s inability to process the pigments in 
their crustacean diet. The white and red are the same species (Onchorhynchus 
tshawytscha) and the flesh is identical in chemical composition. 

So look out for white-flesh salmon if you are fishing near Vancouver Island. 

We visited two salmon hatcheries on our way to our motel, which was right on the 
Campbell River, on the east coast of Vancouver Island. Strangely enough there was a 
huge fishing store on the opposite bank of the river. 

There was free access to the hatcheries – we just spotted signs on the roads. They were 
both on streams with good water flows. Both were fairly large operations compared with 
our Canterbury sites but small compared to elsewhere in North America. It was the off 
season so fish numbers held in the races and pens were very low – mainly trout 
fingerlings. Because the fish are native species the hatcheries are educational facilities 
with photographs and diagrams explaining the methods and techniques used to any 
visitors. Water quality and stream protection was also promoted. We found this a little 
ironic as the streams and facilities are large engineered premises. The potential for 
complete loss of their fisheries had prompted action in the last few decades. 

Returns to the Quinsam hatchery are quoted as 30,000 Coho, 15,000 Kings and 100,000 
Pink salmon. The staff must be extremely busy during the spawning seasons. 

We didn’t fish the Campbell River but watched a number of people fishing with fly rods. 
Some people were able to fish from their backyards along the river. It must be great fun 
when the fish are running in numbers. No one had any success while we were there and 
the locals and visitors alike were complaining about how quiet the season had been to 
that point. Does that sound familiar? Even the Bald Eagles seemed to be complaining 
about the lack of fish. 

It was great visiting both sides of the island and we enjoyed the new experiences and 
scenery of the mid to southern part of Vancouver Island. The locals are friendly and 
helpful. Comox is an excellent start point for a Vancouver Island adventure. 

Steve and Anna McNeill 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildlifenews.view_article&articles_id=244 
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Advocacy group calls for halt on rivers exploitation  

Fuseworks Media   

The New Zealand Water Forum has called for a halt to the current exploitation of New 
Zealand’s rivers suffering ailing health.   

Spokesperson Ken Sims described the situation as a "diabolical collaboration between 
industrial agriculture and regional and central government, which has resulted in the 
appalling degradation of New Zealand public's waterways." 

He said the situation was predictable given the messages being given to primary 
producers by central government and agricultural industry representatives such as 
Fonterra, Dairy NZ and Irrigation NZ. 

"Despite the plethora of toxic waterways nation-wide that the public no longer has safe 
access to, and despite falling aquifers and increasing groundwater pollution; central 
government and the agricultural industry is still calling for an intensification and 
expansion of the single greatest cause. It is absolute madness" said Mr. Sims. 

The only response from central government to this crisis so far, had been to lower water 
quality standards from "swimmable" to "wadeable and boatable .  

"It’s a thinly disguised attempt to make the problem disappear," he said. "Yet such a 
lower standard would almost certainly sicken anyone coming in direct contact with water 
at that standard, let alone its damage to the freshwater ecosystems." 

While government politicians have been giving the damaging messages, it was Regional 
Councils that had been providing the environment for open slather to producers such as 
dairying corporates. Council Resource Managers were charged with protecting the 
public’s waterways and aquatic environments, but were selling out to the agricultural 
industry by allowing the over-extraction of the water resource. 

"Seemingly without conscience, councils now are wringing their hands and suggesting 
that the resulting concentrated pollution is somehow a ‘natural process’. Most councils 
cannot even manage to properly control sewage outflows from towns and cities, let alone 
the much greater volumes of agricultural pollution." 

Sims said many farmers, particularly family farm dairy operators have become the ‘meat 
in the sandwich’ having been told for decades by Government Ministers and urged by 
industry representatives to ramp up production, exclude stock from waterways and plant 
riverbanks, and everything will be okay.   

"This is despite independent scientific evidence to the contrary. Kiwi dairy farmers are 
now finding themselves the target of public wrath over the poisoning of their (the 
public’s) waterways. In some cases, that wrath is justified, but in many it is not. Family 
farmers are not necessarily the wrong-doers". 

But public anger is very real and growing rapidly. 

 

(Continued on page 18) 
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"More and more people are telling us that they are no longer prepared to tolerate the 
degradation of aquatic environments they regard as theirs by tradition. They want action 
to arrest the decline. While most realize that change will be a long slow process, they 
want at very least acknowledgement and ownership of the problem at both a government 
and industry level. So far, they have seen neither." 

The real victims of the dire situation of unhealthy rivers are our children and 
grandchildren who are denied the opportunity to go down to the local creek or river to 
swim, catch frogs and cockabullies or trout and learn to appreciate natural clean flowing 
waterways as past generations had. 

"And that is why we shall continue to fight all the causes, regardless of whether they 
originate through deliberate actions or through an apathetic disregard of just letting it 
happen", said Mr. Sims. 

 

Sunday, 15 January, 2017  
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Rakaia River minimum flows & water 

temperature research 
by John Hodgson 

New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association considers that the intention of the Rakaia 
River Water Conservation Order is not being complied with to the detriment of the 
salmon fishery.   

We are now establishing a recording programme to assess the changing daily available 
oxygen (mg/L) level in the Rakaia.  

We have already made recommendations to ECan to set a maximum river temperature of 
19C and a minimum of 9mg/L of dissolved oxygen.  If either of these conditions are not 
met then water removal by irrigators should stop. 

NZSAA intends initially to have oxygen meter recording sites at the Gorge bridge, the 
State Highway bridge and the main stream above the lagoon on the Rakaia River. The 
data collected will help to track the health of the river over a fishing season.  

A drop in water temperature increases oxygen availability, and an increase in water 
temperature decreases oxygen availability. Obviously the lower flows in the Rakaia 
River lead to the river temperature increasing at a higher rate.  

By conducting our programme we will establish if a problem exists or there is nothing to 
be concerned about. 

Since our last AGM when I outlined to the members present progress with discussions 
with the ECan commissioners, some aspects have improved.  So the following comments 
are to inform all of our membership as to progress so far. 

With the retirement of Dame Margaret Bazley, our communications were passed to  
Dennis Jamieson.  His intention was that we next meet with TrustPower and Fish and 
Game representatives and he asked for permission to pass on our communications to 
F&G so that they could be brought up to date with previous statements.  This request was 
declined because we wanted our own meeting first, to put the facts as we saw them and 
to discuss the faults of the records given to us by Dame Margaret Bazley. 

Finally a meeting was arranged for 22 November 2016 and once again the only person 
present at our other meetings, Mr Peter Skelton, was present this day.  It is a 
disadvantage having to discuss matters with changing personnel.  Our team included 
President Tony Humphreys, Vice Presidents Dennis Long and Dave Leigh, Patron John 
Hodgson, Committee members Colin Eaton and Larry Burke, and NZSAA members 
Steve McNeill and Paul Hodgson. 

During the discussions we put forward our recommendations that oxygen saturation of 
the river be expressed as mg/per litre and not % values; and that 9 mg/l be the minimum 
to maintain.  Further, that at 19°C all water takes cease throughout the entire river. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Explanations:  If ECan’s records are considered over the last 10 years, then it would not 
be very often and only for a few hours that the water takes would need shutting off. 

Also, at a previous meeting, I promised confidentiality, but it was for those present and 
not the subject matter and it is felt that our views must now be more public.   

Another reason as to the importance of this meeting was that earlier, Mr Jamieson had 
asked for copy of the graphs that were shown at our AGM, so that they had time to 
consider them.  This meeting was necessary to affirm the validity of the graphs.  ECan’s 
representatives made no comment of the graphs so we assume they are correct.  We need 
this affirmation before starting our research of the Rakaia River.  The programme is 
behind time but we are pressing forward.  There has been no further communication as to 
whether ECan accepts our recommendations. 

 

John Hodgson 

 

 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WESTLAND 
Lake Kaniere via Hokitika      Neil’s Beach, Jackson Bay via Haast 

Bruce Bay: Half-hour Drive South of Fox Glacier 

All baches self-contained with pots/pans, cutlery, power, shower, washing ma-
chine, fridge, freezer, or fridge/freezer.  All  baches sleep 8 people. 

You  need to supply all disposable items including wood/coal for the Yunka 
type fire (except Kaniere, electric heating), linen etc.  Upon leaving bach must be 
left clean, tidy and all rubbish removed. 

 

Rates: Kaniere:  $120 per night (up to 4 people)  $20 per  extra person 

  Bruce Bay & Neil’s Beach  $100 per night 

For more information and bookings please contact Nelson or Cindy: 

The Hokitika Angling Club 

C/o Hokitika Cycles & Sportsworld 

Phone 03 755 8662 (9am—5pm) 

Email:  hokicycle.sport@paradise.net.nz 

www.hokitikasportsworld.co.nz 
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On 16 October the 28th Take a Kid Fishing was held at the Groynes.  The junior ponds 
had been stocked with 800 salmon and some trout kindly donated by the Isaac 
Conservation and Wildlife Trust.  The weather was warm with little wind and clear skies. 
Unfortunately, the clear skies didn’t help the fishing  as most fish were caught within the 
first half an hour. 

NZ Salmon Anglers Association members managed the distribution of the loan rods and 
bait and the gutting and cleaning of the successful salmon catches.   The Canterbury 
Anglers Club assisted the young anglers at the ponds with advice on tying gear, 
untangling lines and spools and landing fish. Phil Keen had his usual salmon cooking 
demonstration talking to the kids and their parents about how to prepare and cook fish. 

The event ran very smoothly with an estimated attendance of 6000 people based on the 
number of cars at the Groynes site. 

 

 
 

2016 

Brokenshires’ double delight: 

Ben 6lb rainbow trout. Jay 2.2lb salmon 

Fish on! 
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NZSAA’s Colin Eaton kept busy 
undoing the birds nests 

NZSAA’s James Parbery 
happy in his job gutting the fish 

Handing out the gear 

Girls can do anything! 
gi 
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NZSAA ANNUAL SALMON FISHING COMPETITION 

(MEMBERS ONLY) 
 

The NZSAA Annual Salmon Fishing Competition will be run for the current 2016-17 
season. Vouchers will be awarded to the winner of each of the following categories (one 
trophy per person): 

Heaviest Salmon Overall - Aquarius Trophy 
Heaviest Salmon Rakaia - Alty Roscoe Trophy 
Heaviest Salmon Waimakariri - Cromb & Merritt/Fisherman’s Loft Trophy 
Lucky Draw from Remainder of Entries 
Trophies and prizes will be awarded at the NZSAA AGM in May 2017. 

 COMPETITION RULES 

1. Entrants must be financial members of NZSAA and hold a current sport fishing 
licence. 

2. Fish must be caught in accordance with current Fish & Game regulations. 

3. All fish must be gutted and gilled with the head on.  Frozen fish not permitted. 

4. Fish must be weighed at premises where Government tested scales are in use, or 
at the Rakaia River Holiday Park, or at the Kairaki Beach Motor Camp. 

5. Declaration form must be completed and forwarded to reach the Secretary, 
NZSAA, P O Box 1113, Christchurch 8140, no later than 1 May 2017. 

6. All panels on the entry form must be completed and the declaration signed. 

7. In the event of a dispute the final arbitrators will be the NZSAA Committee. No 
correspondence will be entered into regarding the results. 

ENTRY FORM AND DECLARATION 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Angler’s Address…………………………………………………………………………... 

Licence Number…………………………Date Fish Caught……………………………… 

Weight of Fish (Gutted and Gilled with Head On)………………..kg………………..gms 

River and Location where Caught…………………………………………………………. 

Premises Where Weighed…………………………………………………………………. 

Name and Signature of Person Weighing………………………………………………… 

 

I certify that all the above information is correct,  

and that I am the Angler who caught this fish  ………………………………………... 
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