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The land is burning, man and machine called to fight

‘The hill are burning. The plaios are
burning. The ground is shaking.

In the South Island we need no
more reminders of the power of
nature and the clements.

A damp spring, as any farmer or
frefighter will tell you, always leads to
trouble in the driest months

“The months when hot winds comb
the plains.

I there is a fire, there is much to

burn.

Fircfighters from this arca, and
beyond. have been helping in Christ-
church.

1t is terible work. It is dangerous
work

On the Port Hils, fire has carved
up and down valleys, led to the death

of a helicopter pilot, seared o razed
homes and caused untold damage to
property

‘When the firefighters go off to do
batle, they do not know how long
they will be away, so their families
wail.

And hope. Hope that they will

retum safely
‘We owe much to our fircfighters.
Those in this district arc volunteers,
50 they are not at their regular jobs,
That s a sacrifice n itsef, and it i
a sacrifice on behalf of employers.
ban in this

There is now a f
distict.

Authorities could do little else
They could not isk a controlled burn-
off getting out of hand because there
may not_be enough people here fo
fght it. This island has been through
alot and so have the people who call
it home.

Tt might be too much to bear f it is
found that the Christchurch fires were
lit

“John Keast

Angler reckons the Rangitata’s failing

By John Keast
ata River s
arded as one

angling
expert Basil Ivey reckons
i’ suffed - but not yet
beyond help.

from the s

Mrivey puthisfish  difficult to not he:

trap on a concrete is said. So...thre

structure within the

several hundredmetres  fancy gear, were.
ake.

Column Sevenis not in

rivercurrentand they  the habit of
couldnotgetoutand  cavesdropping, but when
were “suckedintothe  you walk behind three
race’ people it s sometimes

what

motoreyclists, cach with
Iking
through The Arcade in
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He says one of the Just up the river from
the Cracroftintake.
Rangitata Diversion

Race Mansgement Ldis
secking internatior

el o desgn a sreeto
keep fish from entering
the RDR andits
irrigation schemes.

It has sought help from

fishery's bigaest
problems s tha
thousands ofjuven
salmon end up in the

Ashburton District
Councl stockwater

system and are lost o the
river forever.

One of the council's
‘main takes isat Cracroft
(pictured), below
Klondyke where water
from the Rangitata is
taken for the Rangi
Diversion Race.

“The Rangitata
Diversion Race has
partially effective
bioacoustic fish fence to
tryto keep fish outof the
system - the Cracroft
intake has nothing. and
one s not planned.

anccdotally, was aware of
fish in the stockwater
system.

Mr Guthric said the
Acton intake (offthe.
Rakaia) was required o
have a screen but the
consent requirement had
beenmet throughthe  with underground
intake infrastructure: megaphones,is supposed
builtby Acton Irrigation  divert fsh.

Lud Near the curtain of

Tiwasarock weir type,  bubbles,a steep, fast-
not a mechanical screen.  flowing race leads back to

professional diver, knows
where many of the fish
endup- in on-farm
irrigation ponds. He has
scen them.

“This has to be fived
now or there will be a hell
ofa costlater on. The
fishery now s stuffed. Its
piifu

Ashburton council
asset manager Andrew
Guthrie said it was
required as consent

was not
the council wished to
fully explore the possible
closure of the network in
itsentirety before
commiting o fish
screens.

He said the network
had operated i its
current form for 140
years and there was the
‘possibilty some of the
affected takes might be
closed within a fewyears.

Secks permission (o put in
aphysical sreen o
replace ts bio-acoustic
screen.

Itemits a curtain of
bubbles with acoustic

salmon fishery
After the draft

conservation order was
isuedin 2002, Mr Iv
put fish traps n the.
Cracroft race, on and off,
forsixmonths.

He caught 20,000
juvenile salmon, which
were returned o the
river. That number did
notinclude trout,

Mr ey, who gave torrentfish or ‘conditions by the Ttwould not be the Mrlvey, whofarmed  the Rangitata.
evidence for the RDR in  cockabullis. regional council, ECan,  bestuse of ratepayer near the Rangitata M Ivey, who helped put
the successful application  He reasons that halfof o fit ish sereens at money toinvestinfish  before shifting to the bio-scoustic race in

said the outflow race,
assuming the bubble

screens “when the
infrastructurc may

by Fish and Game fora
conservation order on

those fish were female,  Cracroft (Rangita
thereby reducinghugely  Brothers, Methven

Ashburton, said part of
the problem was the way

the Rangitata, believesa  the breeding potentialof  Ausillary, Pudding Hill  become redundant inwhich the curtain diverted fish - was

proper fish screen at the river. andat Acton (Rakaia).  withinashortspaceof  infrastructure for the 100 fust for young fish

Cracroftwouldgoalong  Mrlvey,aloa Buthe saidthework  time Cracroft was built This season, the fence.
Mr Guthrie said he He saidits shape. operated at around 30 per

cent efficiency.

Mr Ive
trout rising on the far side
ofit.

But he said the biggest
problem was not the
RDR, but the unscreened
Cracroftntake.

Unless this i sorted
out,the Rangitata is
buggered.

had not read reports of
fish numbers but,

‘meant that juvenile fish
were caughtin the off-

Woodstock se
The Great Wall

Reviewed by Rowena Hart
You have to sce this. Imagine Matt Damon an
Elite warrior saving China and then the world
from millions of marauding Beasts! Too hard?

then go and see it. it really is worth watching.

aUnited States expert as it

signatures” and, together

id he had seen

Ashburton, admiring the
‘zoods on display. We do
not know the relationship
ofall thrce, but clearly

they were friends and one

the other. We suspect this
because one was offered
some firm advice: There
is no point looking at
anything, or buying
anything, because we
can’ttake it o the bike,
all right? Clearly it was all
ight as the male member
of the group snapped his.
head up and looked
ahead. He may know that
in such matters, it is often
better to heed the advice,
welcome or not.

Q00

Well,you could have
knicked her down with a
feather - or a car. A young
woman was walking
across the pedestrian
crossing on Burnett
Street, Ashburton when
flash four-wheel drive just
kept on coming, nearly
taking her with it She
could hardly believeit.
and stood there shaking
her head - as well she
might. The offending
driver, a woman, just
turned the corn
oblivious to the nar miss.
In this town, it pays o get
the attention of drivers
before you stepout,





